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The lords of the kingdom of Thrace led 

Palmerin to a hill^ ftom whence they shorvred 

him the place where Lionarda remained en« 

chanted. Now as the day was clear^ at the 

foot of the hill he beheld in a pleasant valley 

some brave and stately towers among the 

green trees^ a goodly sight to behold ; for 

not only was the valley wherein they were 

edified as fresh and delightful a place as 

nature could m^e^ but aliso the edifices and 

palaces displayed such numierous pinnacles 

and sumptuous'varandas of marble> so white 

and lofty^ that they seemed to touch the sky ; 

with other surpassing devices and inventions^ 

so. worthy of Admiration - that he thought 
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them to be framed by the celestial powers 
rather than by any earthly creatures. 

Well was Palmerin pleased to see a thing 
so pleasant;^ and though at that time his 
spirit was as it were dead with the longing 
remembrances which tormented it, yet the 
beauty of the place stirred in him a certaia 
lively joy, and he*" thought how fair a lot 
would be his who should enjoy it, together 
with Lionardu ; a lot which, however fair, he 
frished not for himself, notliing sufficipg for 
fiimf but only the hope be had of his services 
iMi^ merits with Polinarda. After he h^d 
stayed awhile, ^beholding the manner of the 
wUey, and thinking of the dangers which 
had been menaced, holding them in little, 
seeing that the place rather promised to de* 
iight die senses than to dismay the heart, he 
began |lo think lightly of the eaterprize, 
lyhidi in truth a wise man ought not to hava 
done^ because that divers times the doubtr 
fuU^t things have the fdeasantest issue ; and 
^hat which seemedi most pleasant at the he-r 
ginning, doth prove to he the sharpest dani^ 
ger m the ending. But as in Palmerin this 
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eontempt of the danger arose from his sur- 
|)assing hardihood, and from the many dan- 
gers which he had happily gone through, 
stnd this seemed to threaten none, he is the 
less worthy of blame. 

Ohc of the knights that kept him company 
then advanced from among the others ; he 
was a man of great authority, for his grey 
bair.^^ and the quality of his person, and the 
experience of things which many years had 
shewn him. Sir knight, said he to Palmerin, 
to whom fortune hath alway been so great a 
friend, that in no danger or distress hath she 
ever played you false, not for this, your ac- 
customed prosperity, should you cease to fear 
dangers, which to appearance may seeni 
little ; for she who in great things hath been 
willing to forward you, may peradventure in 
lesser ones forsake you, for the greater proo^ 
of her power : moreover, nothing should be 
judged of by its first appearance, seeing from 
such judgment errors arise for which after- 
wards there is no remedy. This I say, be- 
cause the adventure which you are about to 
essay seemeth in its beginning more made for 
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contentment than to be feai^d. But t iVould 
have you know^ thtkt this contentment is to 
be gained by danger^ and perchance when 
you find yourself in it^ you will find it greater 
than you thought for. 

Sir, answered Palmerin^ your counsel, shew- 
ing so great good will, deserves a guerdon 
"which I cannot now bestow ; and indeed your 
\rords are full of truth. I am right thankful 
that you have given me so good a lesson to 
bear in mind hereafter; God grant that this 
may have the end which we all desire, and 
if I speed to my wish, I will not be unmind- 
ful of your friendly warning. This promise, 
presented with so great humanity, inflamed 
a sudden envy in the hearts of some there 
present, who for the hope they had to see 
him king, began to enter into more praises 
than any true or faithful subject would o^er. 
Por they began to persuade him, that no ad- 
venture, how dangerous soever it proved, 
might astonish his person: but he declining 
from such praise as was the daily gift and 
Ivork of flatterers, set spurs to his horse, 
and rode down the hill. 



An example surely worthy of great praise to 
all princes tod rulers living on the earth, 
that they should not incline and lean to sucb^ 
who only study with sweet words^ flattering 
tales^ and false reports^ to rest and bring 
them asleep in so vile an exercise. Which 
painted faces if they wonld surpass^ their 
&ubjects^ friends, and servants, should he 
equally regarded, their renown plentifully 
increased^ and accordingly honoured; yea, 
the virtuous should be richly rewarded, and 
the vicious rightfully for ever reproached ; 
then would not the plain dealer be governed 
by such as have been noted, but the good 
should be openly discerned from the evil, 
and all enjoy one hope for a continual quiet: 
but to our matter^ As soon as Palmeria 
pricked forward, the light began to darken^ 
the air to be marvellously troubled^ and misty, 
so that the lords of Thrace lost sight of li^m^ 
and could not even see one another; and there 
was loud thundering, and great earthquakes^ 
and other fearful signs, so they were over- 
come with such fear^ that some fell before 
their horses, being astounded; others lost 
their stirrups and clung to the horses' necks, 
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and thus they made their way to the #ity, 
tearing their cloaks in the thickets^ neither 
remembering the road nor any thing else. 
But as the signs that day were different from 
what they had been at any former time when 
this adventure had been essayed^ the city itself 
was overspread with so thick and black a 
cloudy and filled with sounds so dolorous and 
dismayful^ that no one had either judgment 
so free, or heart so strong, as to be exempt 
from the fear which these terrors occasioned. 

Selviam, whom Palmerin had ordered to stay 
upon the hill, seeing his master as he deemed 
in such danger, forgot all fear, and being 
guided by the love with which he served 
him, spurred his horse to follow him. But 
as the nature of the enchantment was, that 
no one could enter the forbidden ground^ 
except by great prowess and force of arms, 
he found himself suddenly in the city, with- 
out knowing how he came there, in com- 
pany with the rest, and at such time as the 
cloud was beginning to disperse : Palmerin, 
nusantime, tememberirtg the words of the 
old knight, perceived the error of his first 



opinion ; for he knew not whither he went in 
that thick darkness^ nor could he resist an 
inward pain^ which seemed as if it would* 
have rent his heart ; whereat he greatly mar- 
velled, thinkiog* that nothing but his own 
passion could have touched him there. And 
now^ certain invisible bodies approached 
him, and by force plucked him from the sad* 
die, and threw him down ; and though to 
defend himself he drew his sword, and strack 
on all sides^ he found that his blows did no 
harm, for they were smitten against the aii. 
Then he thought to mount on horseback 
again, but his labour was in vain ; it was not 
possible for him to find his horse, which 
was far enough away, and presently, not only 
his sword was taken from him, but likewise 
all his armour was caught away on a sudden ; 
whereat he began to stand in some fear, as 
knowing that strength haih need of arms to 
execute its purpose. Finding himself thus 
disarmed, and weary with striving to seize 
these bodies which were without souls, he 
sate himself down, not knowing what to do, 
and holding that the adventure was impos- 
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sible to be atchieved^ for he could see none 
with whom to fight; and even if he had seen 
any^ he was spoiled of all implement of 
offence or defence. The darkness be- 
came every minute more aud more; he 
could neither go forward nor return ; where-* 
fore he said to himself^ Certes^ there are 
more adventures in the world than men 
suspect ; and let not him who is without 
mishap' wish to enter ii^to them, for he 
who fears it least will find it^ and they who 
have longest avoided it cmmot escape i^ 
last. 



CHAPTER 96. 



The history saith thatPalmerin remained some 
time sitting upon the ground^ deliberating 
Tvith himself what he should do ; and seeing 
that in these cases there was no room for 
counsels^ he rose without any determination^ 
committing himself to the difficulties which 
fortune might ordain^ and careless what might 
happen, even if it were the end of his life, 
which he was resolved to sell as dearly as he 
could, believing that he who does what he 
can when dying, satisfies with his life, 
what he owes to honour. Still it troubled 
him to see himself without arms, fearing 
that for lack of them he could not fulfil his 
ioteotion. But what most dismayed him 
was, to feel his soul so depressed within him. 
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that his limbs seemed to be almost deprived 
of their wonted virtue. And now there came 
from the hill above^ a mighty and terrible 
thundering, that he expected the earth 
would have opened under him. With this 
he heard fearful hollow voices, and when 
the rolling sounds reached him, then was he 
snatched up a mighty height, and presently 
let fall, so that he thought himself desceixding 
to the abyss. These fears, however, he un- 
derwent as one who expected worse ; what 
he most grieved at being that they were of 
such a nature that resistance could not be 
made. At this time the darkness began to 
clear away, when he found himself to be hi 
the midst of a little island, enclosed round 
about with ar water so black ahd deep, that 
it seemed as if it came, from the centre of 
the eatrth. In the midst of this islet Pal- 
merin espied an old withered tree, and under- 
neath it stood a knight armed in his own lost 
iirmour, with his sword likewise in his hand, 
who said unto him, Now, O thou valiant 
knight, I would fain' see what thy courage 
will avail, or by what means thou canst de- 
fend thyself from th^ wrath of my hands^ 
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which with the edge of thy own strord' will 
piangle thy flesh and bones^ whereon the 
wild beasts of the country shall feed *. so that 
thy renown, famed over all tlie whole earth, 
shall here take full end, where none can ap« 
proach to bear witness of thy death. 

Of a truth, he who should say that Paknerin 
was at this time free from the fears which 
such a danger might well bring upon him, 
jTiight say what he pleased ; for his heart, 
though it were always accompanied with all 
virtue and all courage, at that hour was not 
so, in that he was destitute of any thing for 
his defence in this extremity ; and seeino: 
that he had to defend himself with nothing 
but the limbs which nature had given him, 
against an armed enemy, who, according to 
his proportions and semblance, was no little 
to be feared, committing himself to the will 
of fortune, though things of honour ought 
uo% to be committed to her, yet being in such 
{i state that there was no other remedy, he 
approached the knight, who with all fierce- 
ness advanced to meet him with his lifted 
sword. A dark 9]ioi;d suddenly pversha^owed 
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them ; but in the cloudy thoagh he saw him 
txot, Palmerin seized him in his arms^ land 
the other thrust his sword into his breast up 
to the hilt, he feeling such pain as if he had 
indeed received so deadly a thrust $ and 
though against such a fear no courage could 
suflSce^ yet was his such that it never for- 
sook him, and he grappled with that phan- 
tom, till by fine force at length he over- 
threw ; then meaning to cut off his head, at 
the instant when he drew the sword out of his 
own body, the cloud dispersed, and he found 
himself with it in liis hand, and his armour 
under the tree, but the knight was gone. 

Amazed at these things, but seeing that what 
was at first so fearful proved at last to be 
fantastic and vain, he began to recover confi- 
dence, and donned his armour, wherewith he 
felt bis strength increased, and a lively hope 
of more wonders, being now disposed to be 
delighted with them. Presently the day 
cleared, and he could see every thing as far 
as the eye could reach, and then on the 
other side beyond the island, in the midst of 
a green field and among goodly, trees^ he 
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saw the edifices which he had seen from 
the hill ; but there was no way of crossing 
to them, because of that great water which 
hath been spoken of, except by swimming ; 
and this he feared to attempt, having no 
skill therein. Moreover, the bank on both 
sides was so steep that its height appeared 
immeasurable. Now seeing that he had this 
precipice to descend, and neither knowing 
how he could get up on the opposite side, nor 
how he could get to it> for the weight of his 
armour would drown him, he was so con* 
founded^ that neither was his courage suffici- 
ent to induce him to attempt it, nor his un« 
derstanding to console him. There seemed 
to be no remedy, and for his more dismay, on 
the other side of the water he espied a com* 
pany of monstrous and mishapen beasts, who 
seemed to be waiting there to devour him-; 
and as if they were quarrelling who should 
be the first to fall on him, they began a fu- 
rious battle, some helping others, so that it 
looked like a challenge and pitched battle^ 
party against party. This Palmerin judged 
to be one of the most notable things that 
ever he had seen : for while the. battle conti- 

VOL.III. c 
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nued many of them spoiled and killed one 
another, howling the while so loudly, that it 
was heard in the city as though they were 
ia the midst of it> so that the fear there w^as 
gijefidy increased, for they though^ that 
Palmehn was? surely in some great danger. 
He wl?o resented tlie most fear was Selviain, 
grieving that he was not present with his 
lord, to go through the same dangers, with ' 
that true love of a faitliful servant, which 
masters fpr the most part understand so well, 
and so ill requite. The fury of this battle 
was so great, that lit last all who were en- 
gaged in it lay dead upon the field. 

Their grievous fight being thus ended, Pal- 
merin went^bout the island, to see where he 
might have passage to the other side- At 
last, in one part where the waters made a 
resting-place, he espied a boat, having four 
oars in it, wluch were handled and governed 
by four beasts of marvellous bigness, each 
pne tied with a mighty chain, and at the 
poop sate a mighty lion, all imbrued in 
blood, ^8 though he were master of the pas- 
sage, who fed himself with nothing else but 
the flesh of his passengers. 
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While Palnierin was beholding this ftarftll 
boat^ he espied a man on the farther side; 
crying to the beasts to carry biin over with 
them ; whereat he was much amazed^ a^ 
thinking no man to be so foohsb as to ha« 
zard himself in so perilous a river with such 
boatmen, and under such a pilot. The boat 
put off to take him in, and the man was no 
sooner entered, but the lion seized him in 
his paws, and with his mighty claws straight-^ 
way rent him in pieces, and devoured hi»i> 
giving part to his companions, the rowers ) 
for this was their ordinary food. Any onii 
may conceive in what state was Palinerin's 
heart, when he beheld all this, for he wiw 
no way to pass but the terror of death was 
both before and behind him ; but seeing there 
was no remedy, for if he remained in. the 
islet he must needs die for want of food,^ so 
as a last resolution, he concluded to put him? 
self to the rigour of the beasts^ and shift 
with them by strength of arms ; for he saw 
himself wholly destitute of any other hope. 
Hereupon he looked how he might descend,. 
l>ut there was no other way except by a rock 

^blch reached down to the water side„ 

- . ... ■ . - 
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and which "was so slippery and steep, that 
there was nothing on which he could lay 
hold, or stay himself ; and he thought that 
he must needs be dashed to pieces be- 
fore he could reach the bottom. This made 
him demur a little; and as this extreme 
danger was so greatly to be dreaded, he ad- 
dressed himself ^to the remedy which he 
alway reserved for the worst perils, that is, 
to the remembrance of his lady, with which 
be was accustomed to surmount all, how" 
great and terrible soever they might be. And 
having invoked her, he felt his fear gone, 
and without farther dread or delay let him- 
self slide down the rock; but as all those 
dangers were in truth no otherwise dangerous 
than in appearance, he attained the river-side 
without any harm : the lion and his fellows 
pushed off from the opposite shore to receive 
him into the boat; and he perceiving this, 
drew his sword, and with shield advanced, 
made ready for the adventure. But for this 
adventure such readiness, which is elsewhere 
8o profitable, was nothing needed, for all 
were but phantasms and unreal shapes; and 
6o soon as the prow was run ashore, and he 
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had leapt in^ he saw nooe to attack^ ibr 
forthwith that strange pilot and his boatmen 
were gone, he knew not how, and he found 
himself alone in the boat : then taking the 
oars, he rowed himself to the farther side ; 
but when he had crpst the river, the oppo- 
site bank was so steep and overhanging, that 
be could by no possible means climb up ; 
so that he was again utterly at a loss how to 
proceed. Being thus confounded, presently 
he saw an old and broken basket lowered down 
to him from the top of the rock, by a rope 
which was &o weak ^nd slender, that be 
thought the mere weight of the basket would 
have broken it. When Palmeriq perceived 
that there was no other means of ascending 
that great height, onee more tri^ting in the 
remembrance of her whom he served, he 
thought to lay aside his arms, that he might be 
less heavy ; and disarming himself he was 
about to get into the basket with nothing but 
bis sword. But as many times tlie heart 
feels within itself foreboding doubts of what 
is to come, a i^ar came upon him which 
made. \;yini put them on again, thinking they 
might still be necessary. Then, trusting to 
fortune and abiding the chance, he got into 
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Ae basket^ and without seeing any one to 
hoist him, was raised into the air, but with 
so slow and swaying a motion, that the delay 
doubled his fean And now when he was at 
a great height, he saw that the basket began 
to break, and the cord give way with the 
weight, and untwist itself, so that ac last no- 
thing but a single thread was left, which 
was almost invisibly small. Certes, though 
he had already suffered many fears, this was 
the worst of all, for he saw himself in the 
last extremity,, being suspended in heaven 
by a single hair. This made him again be- 
take himself to bis lady for help, as the only 
one in whom he trusted in such need ; and 
as it is by faith alone that .we must stand or 
fall, so this, faith which he had in his lady 
vrasof such avail, that overcoming the slow- 
ness of the enchantment, in one moment it 
brought him up, and landed him above in 
the field where the battle of the beasts had. 
been, of which he could now see no sign, 
neither of the water below. The disappeai- 
ance of these things which had caused him 
such fear, giving him bow a new joy, which 
dissipated all his sorrows, as joy when it is 
unexpected is ever wont to do. 
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CHAPTER 97. 



The day wasnowspentjand the moon, which 
was then full and in her strength, having no 
clouds to oppose or obscure her, began to 
rise in the East with a splendour which seem- 
ed almost unnaturally bright. The night- 
ingales and other birds with which that land 
abounded began to welcome the night with 
such variety of songs and rejoicing, that 
Palmerin forgot all his past troubles. And 
laying himself down under a tree, intending 
to listen to them, fatigue so overpowered 
him, that he fell asleep, not having eateii all 
that day, food indeed being little needed by 
him : for though without it nature cannot be 
sustained, yet, when the spirits are roused 
by difficulties, the very occasion administers 



£0 

strength to the limbs^ provided it be not 
over long ; for of long want nature is inca* 
pable, and thereby in course becomes weak 
and broken down^^ and finally perishes, PaU 
meria pastas peaceful a night as he had pain- 
ful a day. When the dawn appeared, the 
birds awoke him with a song so joyous to 
hear^ and so delightful to muse upon^ that he 
wished the day had tarried longer, to have 
let him longer enjoy so sweet contentment. 
But as these follow their appointed Qrder> it 
was not long before they forsook him, bright 
day-hght, and their custom of seeking food,, 
leaking them disperse. Palmerin rose, and 
looking yound the field, well pleased at it^i 
beauty, beheld towards the East the towers 
and edifices which h^ had seen from the hill, 
yesterds^y^ surrounded with the same gopdly 
trees ; and thoygh in this there was no show 
of danger, what he bad already witnessed 
taught him still to apprehend it; on the 
other hai^d, the same experience taught him 
to have little fear. He had not advanced 
far towards them, before l^e espied his horse 
tied to a tree^ saddled and Bridled, and in 
such case as when he left him ; at which he 
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little marvelled^ being now accustomed to 
the wonders of this land. So moant- 
ing upon him, he rode a little further, where 
he met with two knights, who were of great 
stature, and clad in the brightest and richest 
armour that he had ever seen ; and they, 
without any words, couched their spears 
against him. He encountered the first full 
upon his shield, and the knight presently va- 
nished away : the second burse his lance upon 
him. Palmerin veered round to requite him 

with a blow of his sword, but he vanished in 

like manner as the other. 

Then Palmerin looking about, espied some 
men about to 4^aw up a bridge, which 
was the passage over a moat of one of the 
towers : at this he clapt spurs to his horse, 
and galloped thither apace, so that he cross- 
ed the bridge before they could raise it, and 
before they could fasten the gate forced his 
way with them into a court, which was sur- 
rounded with fair apartments. But though 
the manner of this was worthy to be admired, 
two giants who came out with huge maces 
in their hands did not give him leisure for 
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this. This danger was more welcome to 
Palmerin than the others which he had past 5 
so leaping from his horse^ he advanced on 
foot to attack them with his wonted courage. 
The battle was soon finished, for all that 
they were designed to do was in appearance^ 
and as soon as he touched them they dis- 
solved into air, of which they were made. 
Then seeing that all the dangers which haci 
threatened him were illusions, he determined 
911 which might yet present themselves to 
bim as nothing n^orCf 

And now looking to see how he might as- 
cend. into the building, he perceived at little 
gate under some arche.4, and from thend^ a 
flight of steps ascended so steep, that it was 
a labour to climb them, so narrow that it 
was with difficulty a man could get up be- 
tween the walls, and so long, that the top of 
them was out pf sight. Palmeriri, desirous 
to see the end of his labours, adventured M 
go up, and when he was a little way up the 
walls about him began to shake vehemently, 
so that sometimes he thought the vaulted 
{Qof would fall in and cri^sh l^im ; at oth^r 






times lie was so squeezed between the sides 
that he could not move* Long it was before 
he could gain the top, but then the shaking 
ceased^ and he found himself in a long open 
gallery, which was of marvellous workman<- 
ship. At the end thereof there was a great 
door,, made fast with three great locks and 
bolts of iron, and before the door Jay a 
mighty serpent, whose, horrible bigness not 
only filled up the door- way, but likewise 
great part of the gallery ; the countenance of 
this serpent was such, that the very sight of 
it struck fear to the heart ; and his eye above 
all was so watchful, that it seemed hopeless 
to attempt aught against bim by slight, if 
it could not be obtained by force. About 
his neck, upon a string, were banged the 
keys that should open the three locks. Then 
Palmerin perceived that whoever would enter 
must use these keys ; and seeing the pQVief 
was so unsociable that he would give them to 
aoone, and that to take them from him against 
bis will would be a hopeless endeavour^ he 
stood awhile in doubt what he should do ; 
but calling to mind the illusions of this 
place, he determined -to attack hhn, and ad- 
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vanced to strike. The serpent rose in anger, 
glowing with fire, and breathing out flames 
from bis mouth. But the danger quickened 
Palmerin's courage^ and seeing himself so 
engaged, he thrust his sword into one of his 
huge nostrils. At this he snorted out such 
volumes of smoke as blackened the whole 
air, and fled out of the gallery with terrible 
roarings, which seemed to shake the veij 
earth. 

Hie people seeing him fly over the city, and 
how fearful a monster he was, well judged 
that Palmerin had been in some great danger; 
and though they were in great trouble for 
him, it was far greater pain to Selviam, who^ 
though he was free from bodily dangers, felt 
in his soul those of his master. 

When Palmerin saw himself delivered from 
this danger, and the smoke had dispersed, 
he found the keys on the ground^ where* 
with he opened the locks, and entered into 
so fair a hall, and so marvellously wrought, 
that neither those in the island which he had 
won from £utropa^ nor the abode of Daliarte 
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in the Dark Valley, might compare with 
this. 

Hntering then into other apartments^ for there 
was none to oppose him^ he saw that they 
ivere all of the same cunning workmanship, 
^which made him highly account the rare 
knowledge of the king of Thrace, by whom 
such a work had been devised. Now, as the 
serpent was the last of these vain perils, no- 
thing more hindered him from approaching 
the true danger, which was the sight of Li- 
onarda, from which no human wisdom could 
secure him. So proceeding from one apart- 
ment to another, at last he heard the voices 
of women in one of the rooms, who as soon 
as they perceived him, being terrified at such 
a novelty as the sight of an armed man, fled 
from the apartment, leaping from some va- 
randas into a garden. Palmerin followed 
them into this garden, which seemed to him 
yet more worthy of admiration than all which 
he had seen within. He had not proceeded 
far, when, under the shade of some thick 
and green laurels, round about a fountain 
of rarer and more marvellous fashion than 

tOL. III. D 
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he had eveir beheld^ he saw some damsels 
seated^ so fair that they seemed worthy to 
be in so fair a place ; and among them was 
Lionarda, who in form and feature wa« 
more beautiful than the rest, beyond com- 
parison. They, when they saw him approach, 
xose up to receive him> knowing that by him 
they were released from that enchantment. 
Lionarda welcomed him with that graceful 
courtesy which nature had imparted to her. 
Sir Knighty said she, though certes the ob- 
ligation which of so great a debt as yon 
have laid me under, cannot be discharged 
with wofds, yet I beseech you accept now 
the wish I have to requite you, in satisfaction 
fior your deeds ; and hereafter, if time shaH 
give me ropm to requite you better, stand- 
ing with mine honour, then shall you see the 
desire I have to recompense you what is due. 

i 

Lady, he replied, abundant recom pence for 
any atchievement, how great soever, is this 
sight, and this beauty, for one who should 
have a heart free enough to let him un- 
derstand so great a happiness. The things 
€f this place are all so wonderful, that tb^ 
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present put the past out of remembrance ;-* 

lintreatyou tell me, if I have any greater 

danger to pass^ than this which yon present 

before me, for if there be 1 shall despair to 

accomplish it. The hope of saeh great 

things ought to be reserved for a greater 

heart than mine. Now, thongh Lionarda of 

a truth was so fair that fairer might not he, 

Vfhat she felt at these words sent up so mo^ 

dest a colour into her countenance as made 

her appear yet fairer, for they «eeme^ to 

have in them that meaning which might weH 

be suspected. She replied, I know not, sir 

Knight, what danger you sustain at this 

present ; all the dangers of this place were 

^nded at such time as you came into this 

garden. But then to break off their talk, 

there came in the lords and governors of the 

city, who seeing the serpent fly ovet the city^ 

which they knew to be the end of the en- 

chantnient, came with full speed riding to 

the castle, where coming into the garden, 

they humbled themselves on their knees be-? 

fore the princess Lionarda, offering likewise 

to kiss the hand of Palmerin as their king ; 

but he, whose resolution was otherwise;i would 

n 2 
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aot suffer this^ bat received them with equal 
courtesy. It was not long before a letter ar- 
rived, .sent by queen Carmeliaj for the princess. 
She was received in the city, with all the feasts 
and rejoicing which the people could devise 
in so short a time. Palmerin was amazed, as 
he returned, not to find that w^ater which he 
nad crost : for though he knew the other things 
to have been on]y visionary, this he thought 
had certainly been real. As soon as they reach- 
ed the palace, Lionarda was received by her 
grand*mother Carmelia, with as much joy as 
a thing so long desired, deserved. Palmerin 
was lodged in the same apartment as before^ 
where Selviam disarmed him, being full joyful 
to have his lord again, returned from so many 
dangers with such honour. This faithful love 
arose in him from that which Palmerin bore 
to him in like manner ; for when it is otherwise 
the ingratitude of the lord makes the servant 
faithless. The damsel of Thrace brought him 
food, which is a necessary thing after labour ; 
for only with this and with repose can the 
wearied limbs support themselves. In the 
city they began to prepare feasts for the en* 
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suing day ; every one expending according 
as his nxeans permitted jn different devices, 
after the fancy of each, different people^ a^ 
is natural;^ devising different things, 
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CHAPTER 98. 



On the morrow after Lionarda's disenchant- 
ment, the people of all the district began to 
gather together to see their liege lady ; and 
the rejoicings began in such guise, that the 
preparations seemed made to the end that 
there should be no end to them : for great 
things have this in them, that they seetu as 
if they^ could not come to an end. Eight 
days, at the request of queen Carmelia, Pal- 
merin remained in the court, appearing as 
goodly a man in the eyes of Lionarda, as 
she seemed fair a woman in the eyes of all. 
Now the chiefs of the kingdom seeing him 
not. disposed to become their king, according 
to the will of Sardamante, took counsel to- 
gether sundry times in presence of Carmelia^ 
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and determined to make a speech to him 
upon the matter^ entrasting it to duke Ra- 
dialdo, he being a prudent and eloquent 
person. With this determination they went 
to the apartment of Palmerin^ who with 
Selviam^ wa» preparing for his departure the 
following day ; and after some words of cour- 
tesy foreign to the purpose^ the duke began 
to say^ Brave prince, inasmuch as I con- 
ceive it to be known to you, what com- 
mandmeiit-eiir deceased king Sardamante 
left to be performed in the marriage of the 
princess Lionarda, his grandchild and our 
liege lady, I may be excused from remind- 
ing you thereof. Now, it is not only right 
and reasonable for us to follow the command 
of a prince so wise and prudent in all things, 
and so little wont to err in any, but also 
highly unreasonable that what you with so 
great labour have gained, another should 
quietly enjoy ; and in this we should obtain 
a lord and king worthy of greater kingdoms. 
Perad venture,! your exploits may have 
so exalted you, that you may be disposed 
to disdain a thing of so great value ; but call 
to mind, that^oftentimes in ^e begUui'mg^ 
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fortune doth hold forth hopes which aftor- 
vfSLtds prove vain, and when men <iiBoovei^ 
this deceit^ they have neither time to wait 
longer, nor to enjoy other good^ if other sh0 
should then be disposed to grant. Much 
more too should you call to mind^ that it is 
the office of this same fortune more easily 
to humble the gr<eat than to exah th^ lowly^ 
and that human nature! in princes, as well as 
in other men> is exposed to all sorts of cala^ 
mity. Since therefore these hazards which 
the world brings to all-who live in it, may bct<» 
ter be ended -by the certain blessings of for- 
tune than by her uncertain hope ; look no# 
what you have in your own hand, and the 
state which is* ready for you, besides what 
by your royal descent hath been from your 
birth prepared as your inheritance. With 
this increase of dominion you will be more 
feared by your enemies^ beloved by your 
friends, and endeared to your vassals, if the 
increase of wealth do not pervert your con- 
dition ; a thing which oftentimes chancetb« 
Thus, finally^ what you have gained faith- 
fully in arms, you should possess quietly in 
l^eac^. It would be disparagement to the 
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high deserts and qualities of Lionarda^ if 
I should speak of them to you^ nor will I 
commit so great an error as to venture upon 
her praise. Only remember that men some- 
times lose things which^ when repentance 
comesj they cannot recover. 

Sir duke, replied Palmerin, if any thing 
makes me decline so good a fortune, it is a 
belief that the merits of the lady Lionarda* 
would not be bestowed on me according to 
their worth. I l^ave her for such a one as 
she deserves, nor should you desire to bestow 
so ill one whom fortune reserves for a better 
lot. At this the damsel of Thrace, who was 
present in his chamber, exclaimed. Sir Pal- 
merin, I know right well, that love hinder- 
eth you'to enjoy what your deeds liath de- 
served, and in order that you may not be 
perfect, maketh you thus submit your rea*. 
sen to your affection. Thusare your thoughts 
employed on one who peradventure thinketh 
not of you, yet maketh you forget one whom 
you might better/emember. Little wonder, 
however, that in what so greatly concerns 
you, you should be so blind, for it is certain 
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that dear judgment is rarely found iri a heart 
tvhich is not at ease. I saw the proof of 
faithful love which you displayed in Constd.n*' 
tinople^ and know, therefore, that the faith 
and love whereby you atchieved so great an 
adventure, have certain roots in you, which 
now prevent you from your guerdon here. 

The words of the damsel seemed reasonable 
to the duke and his company ; but seeing 
they could obtain no other answer of Pal- 
merin, they returned again to queen Car* 
melia, and as the last remedy, determined to 
lequest of him that he would cbuse a hus- 
band for the princess, according as the king 
Sardamante had ordained : whereto PalmC"* 
xin gladly agreed, saying, I account this 
honour, sirs, the greatest that ever fortune 
could send me, in suflfering your princess to 
join in marriage according to my mind : 
equal to her merits I cannot provide, for 
that I ween would be impossible ; but assure 
yourselves, that I shall bestow such a ond 
upon her, as both she and you shall be con- 
tented to receive; the good be satisfied, and 
the bad have no reason to murmur. 
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)Yell pleased with this answer were tli« lord^ 
of Thrace, and they reported it to the queen 
Carmelia, who made such acceptation thereof 
as it deserved, consoling herself with this 
promise for her drsappointment in that he 
would not himself accept ihe marriage of 
her grand-child. Lionarda.was somewhaC 
offended, and would have fallen into an* 
ger, had not the damsel of Thrace used 
these words unto her; Fair princess, tne« 
thinks you should not think so ill of the 
constant faith and loyalty of Palmerin, who 
will keep his vow he hath made to her, which 
perhaps is nothing inferior to you in beauty 
and desert. What contentment could you ex- 
pect in marriage with one, who while he were 
with you would be remembering another? 
Paknerin hath a brother as cpmely a person 
as himself, as good a knight, and of such free 
affection, that he not only displayed no sign 
of true love in the cup, but made it blacker 
than any other had done. He may give you 
this brother, and thus satisfying your deserts 
you will have no cause for any offended re* 
inembrances, as among the virtuous no atigrjr 
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thoughts are so great as those which arise 
from such things as these. 

The damsel used her persuasions so well, 
that she made Lionarda cease to regret the 
departure of Palmerin^ and begin to affect 
his brother^ for they are by nature so varia* 
ble, that a few words can in a single minute, 
efface what many days may seem to have 
rooted in their hearts, 

9 *, 

That same day Palmerin took his leave of 
h^r^md of queen Carmelia, who took him 
eside^ and said. Sir Palmerin, I will not 
waste time in proposing to you what you 
have already refused to those who could bet- 
ter than me propound it, only I will remind 
youj seeing my grand-child is at j-our dispo- 
sal^ diat you will increase your own honour 
by giving her such a lord as her birth 
and worthiness deserve. And if you think 
it good that I should send her to the court 
of the emperor Palmerin, where there is the 
flower of the chivalry of the world, this I 
should willingly do, knowing that by the 
emperor she would be honourably intreated; 
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and placed in tb^ society of his graiid*daugh«> 
ter and other priDcesses of high descent; and 
that there are also ail the chivalrous priuceft 
who atthisday bear arms^from among whom I 
would fain that the successor to this kingdom 
should be chosen* Lady, replied Palmerin«» 
your intention appears to me as discreet as 
your actions have alway been* I should es« 
teem it the greatest honour that in all my 
lifetime might happen unto me : for that £ 
persuade me, he would so well entertain her 
as the fair Polinarda, who is his niece, with 
whom she would likewise greatly delight her- 
self. Furthermore^ because all the chief 
knights of the world be at the court of 
Constantinople, I would gladly this king- 
dom should be ruled by such a prince as 
hath been trained up by that famous em- 
peror. 

The emperor will esteem this honour highly, 
and entertain her according as she doth de- 
serve ; therefore I wish you to send her as 
soon as may be^ because the sooner she 
Cometh, d)e better shall ithe be welcome* 
vox. III. £ 
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t will sfehd niy dainsel who oArrie4 i^e enp, 

said the queen^ becaase she, is known there> 

aiid also^ because I think that she is well qua* 

]ified for any thing ; but in this also^ I would 

Icnow your opinion, for without it I would 

do nothing. My judgment is^ he replied, 

that your highness is wise in whatever you 

do^ for the damsel is fit for great things. So 

before he departed, as these things had already 

been consulted upon between the queen and 

the nobles, she called for the damsel, giving 

her to understand what was determined. 

Whereupon there were letters of credit 

made for her: which done, Palmerin took 

leave of the queen and the fair Lionarda, 

rejoicing to think that he was returning to 

that place where he so greatly wished to be ; 

for neither her Excellent beauty, nor great 

dominions, could for a moment shake his 

intentions. He rejoiced moreover to think, 

that here- the feats of his brother Florian 

of the Desert would be requited, and he 

should find his resting-place. The next day, 

having heard mass, he departed, in the same 

arms, with the device of the tyger, from 

ivhich he was thenceforth called the knight 



of the Tyger^ being accompanied with most 
of the nobles forth of the city^ where^ after 
many circumstances of friendly departing^ 
they left him. He travelled on in his jour** 
^ey, yielding his body to trouble^ and his 
heart to his lady^ with thQ f(par which thosQ 
thoughts occasioned^ losing all fear of any 
mishap into which fortune might bring him ; 
not remembering that to her disasters the 
brave is as much exposed as the coward^ and 
the great as the little^ 
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CHAPTER 99- 
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Sothe days Florendos aftd Albayzar abddc iti 
the castle of Dramorante, because of the 
ivounds which Florendos had received in his 
battle with Astribor. Then having restored 
the castle to the damsel who had been his leech, 
they proceeded on their way toward Spain ; 
and because some adventures which they went 
through were not such that we should here de- 
lay to speak of them, the history saith, that 
they passed through the realm of France with- 
out approaching the court, because Floren- 
dos doubted the king, and queen Melicia his 
aunt, would stay him longer than he willingly 
would. 

Tliereforc continuing on his way, he came 
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into the kingdom of Navarre^ wherein on 

the second day they entered into a fair and 

goodly valley^ through the midst whereof 

there ran a river of much wateo which had 

divers sores of trees planted about it^ very 

pleasant to behold ; the sight hereof greatly 

revived the pensive mind of florendos, for it 

brought to remembrance the pleasantness of 

tbe waters of the Tagus^ and the castle of Al- 

mourol; and this pehsiveness waxed the more 

when, withia a while, they espied by the river 

side a castle of marvellous fabric^ whereto 

9s they were about to advance themselves, 

they beheld a damsel acc6nipanied wil;h two 

es()qires on foot, preparing herself towards 

them. Having reached them, and perceiving 

that only Florendos was armed, to him she 

^dressed herself after this sort : 

Sir knight, Amalta, princess of Navarre, 
iQy lady, sends to say, that since fortune hath 
ledyoa hither, you must now of three things 
chuse one ; either you must return to th e 
place from whence you came ; or you mu^ 
>wear that she is the only princesa of beauty 
m the whole world, and enter combat as long 
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ts you live with any that dare maintain the 
contrary ; or you innst make promise^ that 
you will never exercise arm$ except in an ad- 
venture which &be shall enjoin. If you cannot 
put on the mind to satisfy my lady's will, you 
must endure the perils of this valley, ^nd die 
in perpetual imprisonment, here provided 
for those who dare endue themselves with 
the hardiness to refuse to obey the conditions 
I have told j'ou, repenting their error when 
repentance nothing profiteth them. Now 
on my own part, for you seem to me to be 
young and gentle, I counsel you to take 
J'our oath in maintenance of her beauty, 
considering you shall justify in this nothing 
but a truth, and that he who fights for the 
truth hath the victory certain. 

Lady, answered iFlorendos, any one of the 
things which you command me to do, I 
should do with a very ill will, and that 
which you counsel me with the worst. The 
adventure to which you would have me 
fiwear I would fain understand ; for it may be, 
that if I can serve her in it, doing at the 
aame time what becomes myself, I may not 
reject it. 
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Sir^ answered the damsel^ the enterprize is 
•o full of doubt nnto the hardiest knights, 
that &tt^'we receive their oaths, before we 
discover to them the will of the princess, 
whereof if they should be acquatinted before- 
hand^ they would not advance themselves 
to undertake it. Then, said Florendos, we 
are come to the point. I will not promise 
any thing without knowing what it is ; and 
will rather prove that wherewith you threaten 
me, than assent to what you require, i 
thought I counselled you well, said the dam- 
sel, but since you think otherwise, see what 
is to come : and so saying she returned to 
the castle of her lady, from whence, in short 
space after, Cfune forth six knights gallantly 
mounted and armed, bearing their lances 
downward. Don Cavalier Luckless, said 
they, for that our lady hath been so courte- 
ous as to demand, and thou so impudent as 
thou wilt needs deny, thou shalt know that 
we may, can, and will compel thee. Few 
words and sweet ! answered Florendos. Your 
lady may do much, but not command : you 
tLS much, but not compel ; and for myself, I 
will neither command nor compel, but bid 
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you heartily welcome to what you dare do. 
At these words they gave the spurs to their 
horses^ and all six fetched their care@(>gainst 
him at once ; and though he was ready^ yet 
was the encounter so mighty that it burst his 
girts and brought liim to the ground. He 
had , overthrown one and left his lance in 
him^ and sword in hand now thought to re- 
sist the others ; but all five rode at him to 
trample him under foot. The sight of this 
villainy moved Albayzar to immeasurable 
grief, and he felt more at wanting his ar- 
mour in such an extremity than if he had 
lost half his dominions. 

I^orendos thought to shun the peril, but one 
of the horses ran against him and threw him 
down ; before they could turn and ride over 
him he had risen, and protected himself by 
the trunk of a tree, being so bruised by the 
fall that it seemed as if all his bones had 
been ground to pieces^, Oqe of thein, as 
they turned again upon bim^ seeing him 
thus, said, These are not the helps that can 
save you ; better is it 'to yield yourself pri- 
soner before it costs you more* I had rar 
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ther, answered Florendos, endure the death, 
than render myself into the hands of so vile 
a crew ; if you hare not courage enow to do 
battle with me one by one, but will come all 
at once, let it at least be on foot, and I will 
shew you how much the virtue of one good 
knight is above the brutish manners of many 
bad ones. Whereunto one of the knights re* 
plied, I see no reason why you should so 
much presume on yourself; there is no one 
of us but thinketh himself able enough to 
conipel you to submit yourself, and so little 
account do we make of the vanquishing you, 
that for that reason we deal with you all to- 
gether ; nevertheless, seeing you fgaicy you 
would have a better chance on foot, on foot 
you shall see us. Whereupon they alighted 
and came together to assail him. But he, 
being full of rage and melancholy, and hav- 
ing now less fear of them, made at them with 
such fury as their baseness inspii'ed in him, 
smiting a-right and a-left, and dealing such 
mighty and terrible strokes, that in short 
time they repented that they left their horses : 
for though these knights were both for 
strength and practice in arms the best of all 
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Navarre, they could not so defend them* 
selves from the fury of Florendos, but that 
in short space they were sorely handled, and 
one of them lay flat upon the field with a 
))low upon the head, which had reached his 
brain. He too had received some wounds, 
from which much blood issued; but the 
wrath with which he fought did not let him 
feel them. Contrariwise, seeing that it be- 
hoved him to renew bis endeavours, for they 
shewed no weakness y^st, he continued his de- 
voir so gallantly toward the other four, that he 
laid two of them along, and lopt off the sword 
arm of 9, third by the elbow. The one who 
was Ipft, seeing his comrades in such plight, 
thought it better to die with them than yield 
himself to a man, in whom he knew not 
whether apy mercy would be found: and in 
this despair his strength and courage were 
redoubled, so that he fought better than at 
first; but all was little against Florendos, 
who laid such load of blows upon him as 
soon brought him to the ground senseless. 
And as he was unlacing his helmet to part 
his head frona his shoulders, the pripcess 
Arnait^ came out, accgmpaqied with her 
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damsels, to save the life of this knight, who 
Was her coiisin-german, saying, Sir knight, 
to the end that you may not sully this great 
victory, by slaying him who hath no power 
to defend himself, I beseech you that you 
would give me the life of this knight. And 
if for the wrong you have suffered, amends 
may be made, 1 put myself to accomplish 
any thing that it shall like you to ordain, 
provided always, that my honour and autho^ 
rity be no way impeached thereby. Madam, 
answered Florendos, though life should not 
be granted to such as employ themselves in 
such base attempts, nevertheless I will not re- 
fuse you any thing; tell me, I beseech you, in 
requital, why you cause to be maintained this 
custom. 

Sir knight, answered the princess, lest by 
longer staying, your wounds may turn to 
greater danger, go with me into the castle, 
where, having provided to redress your hurts, 
and those of my knights, I will not fail to 
answer in what you please. Upon this they 
went in, and Arnalta caused one of her 
damsels to see the curing of his wound^^ 
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which in sooth were in no greater dangei: 
than that he Hiight easily travel the day Ibl* 
lowing. After this was done^ and the other 
knights were dressed^ and those buried that 
were slain^ she took Florendos by the hand^ 
and seeing him so young and gentle^ thought 
it much that he should have made his prow- 
ess so nobly known against her knights ; and 
then as she contemplated him^ came to her 
remembrance Florian of the Desert : for his 
a$re was the same, and he had a somethinir 
of his air ; and this remembrance caused a 
crimson colour to amount into her cheeks^ 
so that all her face delivered a lovely blush. 
They seated themselves in a window, the 
prospect whereof was over a fair running 
river, and she spake unto him in this manner : 

I know well, sir knight, that the custom of 
my castle seemeth unto you to be ordained 
against all reasonable regard ^ but haying 
understood for what occasion I maintain itia 
this order, you wdll not be any ways offended 
thereat. It is so, sir, that the king my father, 
leaving me in the custody of sundry nobles 
of this reahn of Navarre, he desired them 
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at his very hour of deaths that they wonld 
see I should be married to mine own pleasure 
and contentment. Attending which time^ I 
withdrew, myself, for honesty, into a castle 
some four leagues from hence^ situate in a 
fair place and pleasant^ and apart from po- 
pular freqnentation ; where having sojourned 
a while, there chanced to arrive a young and 
comely knight, whose qualities seemed to 
me of such desert that I desired to match 
with him, holding opinion, that in him 1 
should justly satisfy my father's command'- 
ment, and give myself a husband worthy of 
niy rank and person. But he being come 
from the castle of Almourol, was so ena- 
moured that he rejected my will, and held 
my words at nought. Whereupon I caused 
him to be put in prison, which was easily 
effected, because he was unarmed, purposing 
not to release him. Such however was his 
fortune, that there came another knightunto 
that place, called Florian of the Desert, 
whom you do very much resemble ; I know 
not whether you be a-kin to him. His beha- 
viour gained such power over me, that he 
not only made me set my priiftoner at Uberty^ 
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but did widi me what he would, promising 
to return to visit me again^ and giving, me 
some hope that he would, marry me. But 
after that I had attended him long time, and 
saw him not to return according to promise, 
I concluded myself to remove into this val- 
ley, which is a great pass for travellers, and 
here, by force to make those swear who pro- * 
fessed arms^ that they should not break 
spear, nor put armour on their backs, against 
any other knight than this only one who 
hath offered me this great despight, till he 
should be brought prisoner unto me« And 
I held this opinion, that some valiant knight 
happening into this place, would either dis- 
charge this vow, or by maintaining that the 
beauty of Miraguarda might in no respect be 
equalled with mine, cause Florian, who is 
curious in searching such haughty adven- 
tures, to come prove, the contrary against 
him^ and by one or other of these ways I 
might have him in my power. 

Some knights, fearing the peril, have been 
glad to return j many have sworn themselves 
to defi^nd my beauty, and so departed without 
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battle ; others who would not submit to either 
condition, my knights have taken, and some 
of these were of such prowess as well nigh 
to put them to the worst ; and thus it hath 
been, sir, till you have marred all. 

Madam, answered Florendos, I know well 
the knight of whom you speakj and assure 
yourself that very hardly shall you bring him 
iuto this place, without he list himself; nor 
should you marvel although he be forgetful 
in satisfying his promise ; for as soon as 
these things are over he thinks no more of 
them. The knights who maintain the quar« 
rel of your beauty have reason to do won-, 
ders, and for this your person is sufficient, 
though you had no such custom : such as 
you withhold by imprisonment, I beseech 
you bestow thetti on me ; they shall be able 
to honour you more by their knightly ser^ 
vice, being at liberty, than you shall advan- 
tage yourself by keeping them in servitude. 
Sir, answered Amalta, I cannot refuse what 
you desire; but what shall I do, for by your 
words you make me out of hope. The im- 
prisoned knights shall be delivered you, and 
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I give into your hands the keys of the pri- 
son. She then took them from a strins: which 
she wore round her waist, and Florendos deli- 
vered them to Albayzar, who would himself 
go to release them. He found them below in 
a dark vault, but in no rigorous prison, for the 
condition of the lady of the castle was not so 
cruel. Then opening the locks he took them 
ont, and as he was disarmed, some among 
them knew him by the light of two torches 
which were carried before him ; for they had 
seen him at Constantinople, in the mainte* 
nance of the beauty of Targiana ; and now 
seeing themselves delivered^ and yet perceiv- 
ing that he was without arms^ they knew 
not what to think. But when they were 
come op, they perceived their liberty to be 
by the means of Florendos ; then they threw 
themselves at his feet: and he^ among others 
whom he knew, seeing Blandidon, Flora- 
man, Roramonte, and 'tenebror^ thought the 
more of his victory. Arnalta now seeing 
the day gave place to the night, and that it 
was time to have some refection, her at- 
tendants prepared supper for Florendos and 
the knights that came out of prison, to whom 
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phe gave such stately entertainment as if 
the banquet had been of many days pre* 
paration. This sprang from a new affection 
which she had conceived; nor was it to be 
wondered at^ considering her condition^ and 
that the prowess of Florendos^ which she 
had witnessed J made her forget former cares. 
Moreover^ his coyrteovis words had won her ; 
for they, when they are good, win pver con- 
trary wills. 
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CHAPTER 100. 



That night Florendos slept in the castle of 
Arnalta unwillingly, for he perceived incli- 
nations in her which were hateful to his con- 
dition ; and no sooner was it day, but he 
arose and put on his armour, which was 
much defaced, by reason of his sore fight; 
and after taking his farewell, as also of 
Blandidon^Tenebror, and Roramonte, in no 
case would he leave the company of Flo- 
raman, because since the time that they had 
met in the woods, they twain had been such 
friends that their affection to each other en- 
dured as long as they lived ; a thing much 
to be esteemed^ because we every day see 
how changeable such things be. Arnalta 
remained so greatly passionate for his de« 
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parturc, that she now began to devise means 
of vengeance upon Florendos, forgetting 
Florian, even as if she had never seen him ; 
hi this not diflTerinG; from the true nature of all 
womankind^ which is for any present passion, 
how light soever, to put clean out of remem- 
brance the past,even though such as ought not 
to be forgotten ; and being in this mood when 
she took farewell of the restored prisoners, 
sbe could not use such gracious behaviour as 
she had done the day before. Florendos rid 
certain days in the company of Albayzar and 
Floraman, who had concluded to travel to the 
castle of Almourol to see what entertainment 
Miraguarda would make to Florendos, and 
whether she could now find, contrary to her 
former custom, his noble employed service 
agreeable to her curious nature. These three 
knights followmg their way, they perceived 
after they were entered far ^within the realm 
of Spain, at the foot of a mountain, a knight 
of greal stature, standing between two great 
and wide branching ash trees : be was armed 
in green armour, and bare in his shield a 
^hite bull, in a field of sable; he was 
mounted on a goodly bay horse, and sat^ so 
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VfeM, and was of suolx goodly semblance him* 
telf^ that he seemed well to became arms. Be- 
fore they came up to him^ an esquire stept to 
them^ who delivered his mind after this order: 



Sirs, the keeper of these ash trees giveth you 
to understand that he hath maintained this 
passage a long time against all knights: not 
that he hath desire to offer any knight dis- 
courtesy, but only to satisfy the <vill of a 
Ifidy whom he serves. Therefore, if it may 
$tand with your liking, to grant such things 
as he will demand, the passage shall be free 
for you ; but if you enterprise to do the con- 
trary, he will put in trial to makp you confess 
perforce, that which you cannpt reasonably 
deny or refuse to grant. 

Declare unto us, quoth Florendos, 6rst the 
will of thy master, and then we will niake 
theg answer ; for hardly can we determine of 
the matter w^heredf we are ignorant. 

You have to confess, answered the erquire, 
that Arnalta, the princess of Navarre, is the 
fairest creature under heaven^ and most 
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worthy of knightly 9ervice. It seems td me, 
said Albayzar, that her knights have found one 
to perform this condition, rather than do 
battle with them. A bad business he will 
have of it if he thinks to follow it long. Yott 
may tell your master, said Florendos to the 
esquire, what you have heard this knight 
say. While the esquire was returning, Flo- 
raman, who had laced on his helmet, and 
righted himself in the saddle, desired Floren- 
dos that he would grant him the combat> 
and gave the spurs to his horse^ The attaint 
was well delivered on either side, and as both 
Were especial knights, they were both dis- 
mounted : they recovered themselves prompt- 
ly, and set their hands to their swords, where- 
with they began to stiike one another fiercely, 
using such knightly dexterity as manifested 
their practice in arms. This was a notable 
battle, and became so fearful a one, that Flo- 
rendos and Albayzar delighted to behold it. 

And for that Floraman was reputed for one of 
the good knights oF the world, they seeing 
how little he had the vantage of his opponent, 
held the other in more account, and mar- 
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yelled why so brave a man should have 
chosea to keep that pass^ rather than do 
battle with Arnalta's knights. The combat 
now became more furious^ and Fioraman^ re- 
membering that ^ Fiorendos and Aibayzar, 
who were very princes of valour^ beheld 
him, fought with such ardour, that his whole 
strength and courage were displayed to their 
full extent ; and the other also, whom his 
love for Arnalta bound not to spare himself^ 
did wooden as welU 

These two knights continued combat so long, 
that they were constrained to take bre^^ih ; 
Upon which the strange knight, rejoicing 
thereat, began to use this language towards 
floraman. I know not, sir knight, why we 
should kill one another without cause. You^ 
in confessing that my lady Arnalta is the 
^irfsst woman in the world, and the most 
worthy tpbe served, would confess the truth ; 
now this being clear, what reason can bind 
^ou to maintain a falsehood, since certain it 
is, that he who combats upon a false quarrel, 
^ath the victory doubtful. A greater false* 
h99d would ft be, replied Florau^an, to adniit 
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what thou sayest'^to be truth; Araalta jhay 
be fair^ and worthy to be served ; nevertheless^ 
the world enjoyeth some such^ to whom she 
may in no wise be equalled. I have in time 
past loved a lady myself, in respect of whom 
I will rather die, than accord to the error 
which thou wouldst have me confess* 

Floraman had no sooner concluded his 
speech, but they returned afresh to the com* 
bat, charging one another more furiously 
than they had done before, so that it could 
not be judged whether the one had any ad'- 
vantage of the other, they maintained the 
fight so bravely. But in the end, the knight 
that kept the passage began by a little and 
a little to feel that feebleness somewhat, asr 
sailed him, and that stroke by stroke kit 
sword turned in his hand, and his armour 
was broken in many places. The armour of 
I^'loraman was in no better case than his 
enemy's^ but he followed his strokes more 
wisely, and \yas in better wind 3 and when 
they drew back a second time, seeing th^ 
weakness of his opponent, and being of n 
i^oble nature, he wished to see if he coul^ 
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make bim desist from the bnttle without loss 
of iife ; whereupon he spake to him in this 
manner: 

Sir knight^ you see very well that the truth 
of your enterprize is not so clear as you 
judged it ; confess therefore that there are 
other ladies in the world whose beauty Ar- 
nalta may no way parallel, even though she 
be fair as you say she is. I know well, sir, 
said the knight of the passage, that the weak- 
ness whereinto you see me brought, indueeth 
you to prove me with such persjuasions; 
certes^whatl maintain is the truth, but I am 
of so little worth, and you of so much^ that 
you, in maintaining falsehood, succeed against 
me. I have the worst of the battle, and now 
fa^w that its end and mine must be the same ; 
but I shall finish what I have begun, not de- 
siring to live except it be to defend this 
truth, nor to die in any other cause. At the 
same instant that he finished these words, 
he charged Floraman afresh, who caught 
lum in his arms, and with tittle effort over- 
threw him. Florendos and Albayzar then 
eame to bim, being grieved to see him in 



61 

tills plight, for they judged that he must be 
dead; and taking off his helmet, the air 
brought him to himself, and they»perceived 
that it was Albanis of Frisa, the prince of 
Denmark ; at which Floraman'was Kttle con- 
tent, attributing it to his ill fortune, for he 
was his great friend. 

They bore him to the house of an old knight, 
whose abode was in the mountain'; and as 
they went they demanded of him upon what 
occasion he undertook so bad an enterprize. 
Sirs, answered Albanis, I came one day into 
the valley where the princess Arnalta hath 
an abode, the pleasantest in the world ; and it 
so chanced that at the time when 1 happened 
there, she was enjoying herself upon the 
banks of the river, it being evening. Seeing 
her so beautiful^ together with other graced 
which I found in her, I remained her vowed 
servant in good will ; and because no knight 
who entered that valley might pass through it 
without chusing to perform one of thrc« 
things, I undertook to approve against all 
wandering knights, that she was the fairest 
person in the world, that being one of the 
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three ; and this I did, not in any fear of b^ 
knights, but because the affection wliich t had 
conceived made her verily appear so unto me. 

Now I am fallen into the hands of sir Flora- 
man, and what I regret is not the loss of 
victory, for being overcome by him I ac- 
count that no loss; but that which maketh 
me grieve is, that I lose the hope that till this 
hour I entertained. They who make pro- 
fession of arms> sir Albanis, said Florendos, 
ought not to be abashed when any change 
befalls them. Arnalta meriteth much, yet 
not so much as that she should obscure the 
merits of others who are in nothing her in- 
feriors ; you should rejoice that this disaster 
hath befallen you before your friends ; for had 
It been otherwise you would have had more 
cause for sorrow. 

With this they arrived at the house of the 
knight, who received them gladly, for that 
he was accustomed to lodge all wandering 
knights ; and such diligent attendance was 
used, that the wounds of Albanis were meetly 
healed, and certain days he was accompanied 
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by the prince Florendos and his companions^ 
9 delay which was sorely irksome to Floren-» 
dos, for the desire he Had to reach the castle 
of Almourql. Yet he dissen^bled this, and 
forced his own inclinations, to gratify his 
friends. This is one of the advantages of the 
wise, that they are thanked ever for what 
they do unwillingly. 
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CHAPTER 101. 



This history maketh mention^ how the em- 
peror was one day in the empress's cham- 
ber, accompanied with the worthiest lords of 
his empire, when the damsel of Thrace en- 
tered the door, who was well known by all 
since she had been there wiih the adventure 
of the cup. She looked round the house, 
and because she saw not the knights which 
were accustomed to be there, it seemed to 
her as if that could not be the court of the 
emperor Palm^rin. Great was the joy at her 
coming, and great the expectation. The 
emperor received her with a gracious wel- 
come, desirous to learn what had happened 
to Pahneiin in the adventure of Lionarda. 
Whoso had then turned his eyes upon the fair 
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Polinarda^ might well have seen her fears in 
the changes of her countenance : for U is 
natural for those who live in fear easily to 
lose heart. 

High and mighty prince, said the damsel^ 
know that Palmerin hath finished the en- 
chantment of my lady the princess Lionarda> 
passing through all the perils of the adven^- 
ture in safety, and with the greatest honour 
thatcan besaid. The whole discourse whereof ' 
she then delivered in circumstance. But 
when she came to report the manner of his 
passing the lake, wherewith the isle was 
compassed round about, the danger of the 
boat, and the fashion how he was drawn up, 
the empress and her ladies were so' overcome 
with fear, that the colour in their cheeks 

began to alter. 

« 

I have heard reported, said the emperor, 
many strange adventures, and have atqhieved 
some myself in my time, but I never either 
saw or heard of any so perilous as this, > Well 
•does it appear that the cunning and discre- 
tion of king Sardamante were diiferent from 
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those of other men^ and the prowess of Pal- 
merin above all other ; for I know not who 
else that bad se^n himself in sach dismay, 
would have had cburage or prudence to ex- 
tricate himself. The damsel went on to re- 
late all the rest as it happened^ sayings that 
which above all appeared to us most worthy 
of wonder, was, to see him free from the last ; 
that is to say, from the beauty of Lionarda^ 
which is in truth so much to be lauded, that 
it seemeth as if nature here putting forth all 
her skiU, had«fiade her to be the very proof 
and sample of perfection. But he is alto* 
gether blinded, and his heart is aflfectionately 
placed elsewhere ; for love hath had power 
over him to make him reject both the beauty 
and the inheritance of lionarda, two things 
nrhich are so rarely vnited in the same per- 
son ; rejecting marriage with her, which was 
offered him by Tier people ; so that it was 
finally determined she should wed with whom 
he thought good, according to the testar 
taent of king Sardamante^ her grandfather. 
And therefore, queen Carmelia, her grand- 
mother, hath chosen that the princess 
should sojourn awhile in your court, that the 
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httftband whom Palmerin. shall appoint for 
her may be one of the knights of this house, 
and she^ in the mean time^ remain in the 
company of the piincess Polinarda^as alsoc^ 
other noble ladies^ wherewith your renowned 
court is plentifully enriched^ whose gracious 
conversation may not only entertain the heart 
of Lionarda with the precious dignity of 
unspotted virtue, but alsoj by imitating their 
honourable examples, she may retain their 
friendship and manners also, a better patri* 
mony than worldly possessions. Concerning 
tUs she asked advice of Palmerin, who not 
only liked well of the intent, but charged me 
in his name to request this favour of you. 
A^^.queen Carmeiia biddeth me say to you^ 
tebyou should remember, how you have 
never yet denied to any one, auy request 
which seemed just, as this is, and moreover^ 
one whidi being granted, will so greatly bind, 
both her and the whole kingdom of Thrace 
to your service. To this effect she com« 
manded me to present your majesty with this 
her letter of credit. 

The emperor took the letter^ which when 
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he had perused , he thus framed his answer r 
Discreet damsel^ I give you thanks for the 
good news you have brought me of my 
grandson Pahnerin^ and Gbd grant my power 
may stretch so far as to requite you accord* 
ing as you have worthily merited. 

And for the lady, the love of whom caused 
him to ^reject the princess Lionarda, I know 
not by what means she can requite him, 
•though the hearts of the enamoured are sa- 
tisfied with little. And where you desire I 
would yield my consent, that the princess 
might come to remain in my court, assure 
yourself, that I think myself more highly 
honoured 'by such a request than ever jpt I 
have been ; and the longer her coming irde- 
layed, the more I shall think myself a loser. 
. And the better to declare how grateful I ac- 
cept her coming hither, I give to you the 
county of Selim, to be your portion, which by 
xeason of the death of count. Arlao, remaineth 
vacant, he not having left any heirs to pos- 
sess the same. The damsel threw herself at 
the emperor's feet, and the emperor raised 
her up^ giving hec his hand, which he was 
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not accustomed to do to any stranger, ex^i 
ceptJivbea he conferred some sigoal favour. 
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The damsel then behaved herself in the same 
manner of duty tp the empress^ as she would 
bave done toward Primaleon and Gridoma, 
but they by their courtesy made stay of her 
bumble offer ; whereupon she turned to the 
emperor, and delivered her mind in these 
words : The bounty which your majesty hath 
vouchsafed me, I accept when I shall come 
here with my lady Lionarda, to possess toge* 
ther with the husband whom it shall please 
you to appoint for your service ; and as a 
still greater bounty do I receive the answer 
to my embassy, being such as I wished. Aud 
now I am eager to return; see therefore what 
your majesty will command, for I cannot 
pcevail upon myself to tarry a single day. 

Damsel, answered the emperor, it should 
iike me well, if you made some abode heri^ 
to rest yourself ; but since you like better to 
depart, be it as you will. Then she took her 
leave of the emperor, and all his companyf 
dad came to the chamber of Polinarda^ who 
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had secretly withdrawn herself with Dra* 
maciana to enjoy those joyfal tidings: and 
when the damsel, coming to take leave of her 
also^ saw her more nearly than she had done 
before, she who was discreet in all things, 
presently began to conjecture, that it was 
the beauty of this princess which had caused 
Palmerin to refiise the government of Thrace; 
in which she was fully confirmed by seeing 
how particularly she enquired about all things 
eonceming him* Polinarda. honoured the 
damsel with very princely courtesy, and gave 
her jewels and things of her own person of 
great value; and she desired her, that she 
would be the messenger of her unfeigned 
good will to the princess Lionarda, whom 
she besought to come unto the conrt the 
sooner for her sake. Tl^e damsel made pro- 
mise to perform, every thing to the utter- 
most; so departing from the princess, she 
went from the palace to her lodging, where 
dhe found other honourable presents, which 
the empress and Gridonia had sent unto her: 
with the which she departed, more ^ich and 
more contented than, she came. 
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LeaTe we the damsel on lier journey^ and 
retam to the knigfat of the Tyger. who^ after 
he departed from the kingdom of Thrace, 
took the way to Constantinople^ that being 
the only place where his passionate thonghts 
coald find their certain repose. Thus tra* 
TeUing on, one day about the hour of sunset 
he arriYed in a wilderness, far from any 
houses or resort of people, where riding 
along, he heard the trampling of a great 
many horses ; and casting his eye that way 
where he heard the noise, he espied ten or 
twelve armed knights galloping overthwart 
the forest, as men who were hastening upon 
some business of great import. Whereupoa 
he laced on his helmet^ meaning to follow 
them. While he was thus employed he saw 
another knight coming more leisurely along 
the same track, by reason his horse had re* 
ceived an attaint in one of his'legs. To him 
l^almerin drew nigh and said. Can you tell 
^e, sir, who yonder knights are, or for what 
reason they travel so fast i You have little 
'»eed to know> replied the other, but as yout 
^<2quaintance with the cause can neither 
hurt them with your malice, nor pleasure 
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tbem with yoiir aid^ 1 am content to resolve 
jrou in what you reqaest. 

You shall understand^ sir^ that three leagues 
off there is the castle of a lady^ who hath a 
daughter fair and with a fair patrimony; 
with whom a knight named Felistor, is very 
desirous to marry, the chief of those whom 
you see yonder ; but by reason of old feuds 
between her father and his, her lady mother 
will not suffer her to be so bestowed^ and 
hath now given her to be espoused to an- 
other principal knight of this country, named 
Radiamar. Felistbr, knowing that to-mor* 
TOW they mejwa to remove her to another 
castle, where .^.^^ marriage is to take place, 
is going this night to lay an ambushment in 
a littk wood, by which they m^st Of neces- 
sity pass^ that be may take her by force and 
marry her himself, and slay those who shall 
seek to defend her ; and he maketh this speed 
that he may arrive in time to ambush him- 
self, without being perceived, the place 
being far distant. My horse stumbled over 
the root of a tree, and can now scaroely 
stand upon the right fore-leg, and I am 
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ready to die with vexation that I shall not 
be able to arrive in time. If therefore there 
be so much courtesy in you, lend me your 
horse, for that whereon your squire rideth 
d^th not seem so good. I will receive it 
a^ a great favour, and may perhaps here- 
after requite it on a better occasion. 

* 
/*■ 

■Certesy answered Palmerin, upon men whose 
intention is so bad, nothing could be well 
bestowed ; and therefore as I found you, I 
leave you, being so desirous to be with your 
companions, that I cannot at this time stay 
tomak^. you the answer which your folly 
deserve* ; and with that he posted to over- 
take Felistor. Ah ! quoth the strange knight, 
thou makest overmuch haste to thine own 
misfortune; the simplest of them before 
thee is sufficient for a hundred such as thee, 
and thou art for fighting with all of them^! 
When I come up I shall find you and your 
conceit both brought to an end, and your 
horse waiting for me, who shall have no 
thanks to give thee for it. He of the Tyger 
had attained such length of ground, that 
he heard him not, neither if he had would 
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he have turned; for noble hearts are not 
moved by trifles, and the veryest trifles 
rouse an arrogant one to anger. 

On he went pursuing their track till night 
closed in, and it became so dark that he could 
not see how to follow them any further by 
the tread of their horses ; stilly however, so 
great was his desire to conie up with them, 
that he rode on, guessing his course ; till 
towards morning> both their horses being so 
weary that they could scarcely move, they 
filigbted and took ofl^ their bridles to let thein 
rest while the day broke; whicU it had 
scarcely done when he mounted and pro« 
ceeded on his pursuit, being grievously 
moved that he could, discover no trace of 
ibem ;'-for it is .the nature of a ^reat mind, 
not to have patience in that which it greatly 
'desires. 



75 



CHAPTER loei 



The knight of the Tj'-ger so long pursued the 
search in vain^ that he had almost spent one 
half of the day. lu the mean while, Felistor 
had knowledge given him by his spies, that 
the lady and her daughter were set forth on 
their way, with only four knights in com* 
pany; so sallying out upon them, as they 
were taken by surprise he easily overcame 
tiiem, took the ladies, and made them turn 
hack by that way from whence they came. 
The knight of the Tyger, being now almost 
in despair, for by this time the noon was 
past, saw him with the lame horse crossing 
the forest in a different direction, who had 
gored the belly of his beast with incessantly 
spurring him. He seeing the knight of the 
Tyger, and recognising him, stopt till be 
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came «p. Sir knight, said he, I perceive 
that either you have not wished to encoun- 
ter my companions, or else you mean to 
lend me your horse, which I will not now 
receive, because I will-not be so much be- 
holden to you. I know not, answered the 
knight of the Tyger, whether you would 
thank me for him or not, but if you had a bet- 
ter I would borrow him of you whether you 
would or no, because I would follow the 
intent I have enterprized, and give aid to 
those whose necessity requires it. I caqnot 
chuse but laugh, said the strange knight, in 
tluit you having spent the whole nigbt ia 
sleeping, would now persuade me that you 
lost you r way. Yonder they arc, just topping 
the hill ; and they have got the damsel-^^ 
for I see petticoats. Now, sir, shall you 
have opportunity enough to fulfil your ^ish^ 
if your stomach serve you. 

He of the Tyger cast his eyes that way, and 
as they were yet at some distance had time to 
lace on his helmet, and to have his girths 
fastened, and to seathimself well in the saddle, 
as was needful^ when he had to deal with so 
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many. They who came with the damsel were 
not more than six^ for the rest were gone for** 
ward to secure her mother's castle. He qhose 
out an open spot for the meetings and took 
bis post there. 

FeUstor came on with his helmet iii his hand* 

talking to the damsel, who made hioi no 

answer, but lamented bitterly. Her mother 

came upon a palfrey with her face uncovered^ 

80 disconsolate and sad, that she seemed to 

give no heed to any thing. He of the Tyger 

waited till they were passing him, and then 

took the bridle of the damsel's palfrey and 

stopt it, sayings JLady, if to be delivered 

from the hands of these who are leading you 

away will dry your tears, begin now to be 

contented ; small force will serve to chastise 

the wicked, for they carry with them the 

cause of their own overthrow, 

Felistor hearing this, became so melancholick 
that he had no power to make any answer ; 
and without taking either helmet or shield 
from his squire who carried them, he drew 
oat his sword to kill him ; but he of the Tyger 
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came down on bim with one of his wonted 
blows^ which finding the head unarmed^ en- 
tered into the brain^ and laid him dead ; then 
turning to the others^ who now beset him on 
all sides^ he began to do wonders. The 
damsel seeing him in this press, and doubt* 
ing that he would be able to atchieve so 
great an adventure, and moreover afraid 
lest they should kill her, gave her palfrey 
the bridle, and {Struck into the thickest of 
the forest. The knight of the Tyger per- 
ceiving this, and fearing that some mishap 
might befall her if he did not come up with 
her in time, quickened his strokes in such 
sort, that when he had slain three of them> 
the rest fled, and he with the lame horse^ 
came and humbly yielded himself, desiring 
that he would not remember what words 
had passed from him. 

The lady seeing her enemies so happily van- 
quished, received in her heart unspeakable 
joy ; but when she looked about, and could not 
see her daughter, her joy was turned into 
sorrow ; she fell down before the knight of 
the Tyger, giving him thanks for his noble 
succour, and beseeching him^ since he bad 
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with such peril delivered her from her ene* 
mies^ he would now lend her his assistance 
till she had found her daughter^ for without 
her this victory would be a thing of small 
contentment to her. 

Madam^ quoth the knight of the Tyger, 
thank the deeds of your enemies for this 
victory against them; such ill ones do al« 
ways receive their righteous recompence^ 
for diviue justice failetb in nothing of per-* 
fection. Your daughter^ I saw strike into 
yonder part of the wood, and she cannot be 
far off; let us therefore leave the dead and 
go in search of her, and wheresoever else 
you please ; for as long as you are in fear I 
will not leave you, nor till you think your-* 
self secure: whereto the lady replied. Ah, 
sir ! I see well, that virtue and courage ar^ 
united in you ! I would that my poor power 
were of sufficiency to requite your bounty : 
ne vertheless,G od will repay your good deserts. 

Then they rode on which way they judge<J 
the damsel had taken. They journeyed all 
the rest of the day, and most part of the 
night, yet were they never able to find any 
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traces of her ; and it is not to be marvelled 
vrhj, for the fear she had was so greats 
They having travelled thus long searching 
the wood; and over hill and dale, were at last 
constrained to alight and ease their horses, 
which Selviam did presently unbridle, that 
they might refresh themselves in the pasture ; 
then gave he to his lord and the sorrowful 
lady such provision for their sustenance as 
he carried with him. And at such time as the 
morning began to open, they presently re- 
mounted on horseback, and rode about every 
part of the forest which they thought ihey had 
not yet searched, yet not finding her they 
so gladly looked for ; which made the ladj 
conceive so great grief, as the knight of the 
Tyger by no persuasion could appease : at last, 
hoping that the palfrey might have taken 
the road home, for they had lost all other 
hope, they rode to her castle, where they 
ftrrived about the hour of vespers; but there, 
instead of finding her daughter, she found 
jFelistor's four knights in possession of the 
castle, who refused to open to them. At this 
the dame was full sorrowful, seeing her 
daughter lost, and her castle in possession 
ef her enemies ; and what with this trouble. 
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und weariness of long travel, she let herself 
fall from her palfrey, in sirch wretched plight, 
that none could have seen her without par- 
taking of her grief. 

The knight of the Tyger, seeing her in so 
great affliction, became full of anger and 
melancholy that he could not enter the cas- 
tle ; and approaching to the foot thereof^ 
began to revile the knights in language not 
according with his wonted condition: for 
overcharged hearts are wont to relieve them* 
selves with bitter words when they are said 
to those who deserve them. Now though 
the knights of Felistor had been charged by 
no means to go out from the castle without 
his orders, neither to open to any except 
himself, or some certain messenger from him ;' 
they held it for so great an injury, that one 
only knight should dare so to abuse them, that 
they resolved to go out, holding their vie- 
tory and vengeance to be certain, and having 
chastised him, to return to their ward. With 
this determination, being armed and having 
mounted on horseback^ they ordered the 
bridge to be lowered over the moat> that 
they might issue out. 
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But before the bridge was fairly down, he 
of the Tyger, not chusing to wait for them 
without, sprung upon it, and found them all 
four in the castle-yard, ready to come forth. 
One of them seeing this great boldness, ex- 
claimed, Certes, great is your folly to come 
and seek the punishment which it de- 
serves. And because there was not room ia 
the castle-yard for them to fight oil horse-* 
back, they alighted. He of the Tyger was 
too full of wrath to waste any time in wprds^ 
and before they were well clear of their 
horses, he laid at them with such force and 
fury, as in short time to make them repept 
that they hsid pp^ed the gate. There wa^ 
little to do in this battle, and for thai 
reason it is not writteu of more largely ; it if 
enough to say, that he defeated them all four 
with the death of twp, giving life to all the 
rest pf their people^ who yielded themselves. 

The lady then entered into her castle, greatly 
abashed at tl)e prowess of the knight, and 
sorrowful beside, because she knew not how 
to recompence so great services. And that 
her joy might be complete, preseatly she 
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"beheld her daughter coming, conducted by 
five knights, who were bringing her from the 
castle of an aunt, some four leagues distant, 
whither she had betaken herself in her flight. 
When she entered and saw the yard strewn 
with broken arms and blood, she began to 
fear again, thinking that even there she was 
not secure. Bu^from this fear her mother 
speedily relieved her, embracing her and 
weeping over her, and bidding her give 
thanks to him who bad so signally re- 
dressed their cause. Then went they to- 
gether to the knight of the Tyger, who cut- 
ting short their words, that be might not 
hear his own praises, w4th others of fitting 
x:ourt€sy, they went to rest. There he abode 
three days, and then leaving the lady and 
her daughter in security, and as much bound 
to him as bis services merited, he departed 
thence, taking his journey toward the place 
.where his heart desired to be, and offering 
bis arms and person to any peril which pre- 
sented itself ; not giving room to idleness^ 
which giveth room to vice, but b^Utfvitig 
that whoso is assailed by it will at length 
be overcome* 
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CHAPTER 103. 



Because it is a long time since the history 
hath made mentionof Florianof the Desert, 
it will now leave Palmerin on his way to 
Constantinople, and return to him, who being 
departed from the court of the emperor Ver- 
nao after his coronation, armed in green ar* 
mour, and bearing in his shield a savage 
man leading two lions in a leash, even ac- 
cording as he did before he was known to be 
the son of Don Duardos. He rode without 
a companion^ still calling himself the knight 
of the Savage Man, whose fame struck fear 
into all, when they remembered the feats 
which he had performed. 

So it befell^ that having Toamed through 
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many places, every where leaving immortal 
fame behind him^ fortune conducted him 
iato the realm of Ireland^ even to the place 
vliere the castles were of the three sisters, 
daughters of the marquis Beltamor^ and that 
which had been the giant Calfurnio's, whom 
he slew at such time as he had taken these 
damsels prisoners. But as time in short 
space maketh great changes^ these castles 
^ere now inhabited by new masters : where- 
fore^ inquiring concerning this of a hermit 
with whom he took up his lodging that nighty 
he learnt that Calfurnio had at the time of his 
death two brothers who had never then borne 
arms^ the one called Bracolan^ the other 
Baleato^ who lived in the Profound Isle^ 
with their mother Colambar. They^ when 
they were given to understand the deatb of 
the giants Calfurnio and Camboldam of Mur- 
cella, their brethren,.got themselves^ contrary 
to the will of their mother^ armed knights^ 
vowing to take vengeance or to die in pur- 
suit of it. And in as much as they felt them- 
selves equal to great things, this doubled 
their desire to put their purpose in effect: 
so after some days and years had passed 
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away, their mother stifl detaining thein> for 
fear of the disasters which might chance; at 
last they embarked in a galley with certain 
knights of their household, and took the way 
to Ireland, where, before any danger was ap- 
prehended, they took the castles of the three 
sisters, as also that which belonged to their 
brother, putting all to the sword that ibey 
found within ; for the cluke of Ortam and the 
other lords thereof, thinking them secure, had 
•placed in them but slender guard. It was 
only ten days since they had completed the 
conquest; and as at that time' there -were few 
knights in the court of England, none as yet 
had icome against them ; but it seems; said 
the hermit, that they are fortifying them« 
selves like persons who cxpectto be attacked* 
Can you tell me, said he of the Savage, if they 
ever come out into the forest? That question, 
quoth the hermit, I would fmn not have 
iieard from you, for it seems to spring from 
B desire to do battle with them, and which I 
would be sorry you should -do, in that the 
meanest of theu^ is of ability to resist three 
of thebest knights in this realm. Therefore I 
flestreyou, if your.affectioa be bent that way, 
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that at my request you would bridle it within 
limits of discretion^ and remember, that it is 
dishonour to a noble mind to adventure life 
more wilfully tt^an wisely, under the title of 
seeking renown. I must judge him alto- 
gether void of knightly regard, which sees 
the danger to be beyond his compass, and 
yet will desperately throw himself into the 
hazard : trust me^ if such a one be thus by his 
own folly brought to deaths he dies out of the 
divine mercy, and his deeds are condemned 
for ever. Good sir, let no such mind remain 
in you, but witness your valour in occasions 
which present more hope of victory, and are of 
better equality with your force ; for in doing 
otherwise, you shall give cause to think, that 
either brutal hardihood or desperate hope 
have conducted you hither, rather than any 
confidence of victory. The giants sally out 
every day, either going his own way, and 
their knights another, killing some, robbing 
others, and exercising their accursed intents 
with such force and cruelty, that if God doth 
not speedily send them the punishment 
which they deserve, this land will be utterly 
destroyed. They think themselves secure 
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because the sons of Don Duardos are far 
away ; and on the other hand, they wish for 
no others, having determined either to die or 
revenge the death of their brethren upoa 
them. 

According to the deeds which yoja tell me 
of these men, replied he of the Savage, you 
should not, methinks, marvel that any one 
should adventure his life to save so many 
innocents from their cruelty ; .the order of 
knighthood is given us to this end, nor 
must we wait for such adventures as show the 
accomplishment to be easy, for then it would 
not be worthy either of thanks or of praise* 
Therefore, God willing, to-morrow, if fortune 
will givipme the opportunity, I shall try it, I 
doing what I can, and she what she pleases* 

Much was the hermit troubled at this, and 
with many persuasions he strove to remove 
him from his determination; but finding this 
to be in vain, he confessed him, and com- 
mended him to God. And when he under- 
stood who he was, he had yet more pity upon 
ills youth and courage, feairing that ip made 
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counselled him with good and holy speeches, 
such as bis judgment presented to him at 
that time ; and so they past a part of the 
night, and another part they slept. But as 
that sleep was no repose, as soon as it was 
day the, hermit, after he had told his beads, 
said mass, at which the knight was present, 
having all his armour on, save the helmet. 
When it was ended, and the father was dis- 
robing himself, they heard the tramp of 
horses on the side towards the mountain. 
He of the Savage went to the door, and there 
almost ran against a damsel, who threw her- 
self from off her palfrey, like one dead. Anon 
up came Bracolan, one of the giants, who 
was in fair white armour, and well mounted 
on a lusty courser. 

He, when he saw the night of the Savage 
had taken the damsel by the hand, apd was 
asking her what she fled from, alighted from 
his horse, saying, I do not think you have 
taken a safe port. And you, Don Cavalier, 
give her to me, unless you would feel my 
strength. Methinks, replied the knight, no 
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»ne need stand in fear of one who employs 
it so ill ; and then letting go the damseU 
who fled into the hermit's cell, he had leisure 
to lace his helmet on, for Bracolan was 
doing the same* Then making against 
each other, the first stroke which he of the 
Savage received was dealt with such force, 
that it cut away good part of his shield ; and 
the sword was of such fine temper, that 
holding on through to the armour, it de- 
molished a part of the lappet of his mail; 
whereat the knight was nothing pleased, 
thinking that if be received many such, 
bis life would be in danger. The hermit, 
terrified at the might and fierceness of Bra* 
colan, was upon his knees praying to God 
to help bis own. He of the Savage, placing 
his last hope in the divine mercy, availed 
himself of his nimbleness, thinking that of 
more avail than his strength ; for nothing 
could withstand the devilishness of his 
enemy^s. blows. This slight and wariness 
stood him in good stead, and as Bracolan 
began to wax weary, he availed himself well 
of the advantage, and laid his blows with 
such good aim and good will^ that the giant 
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baving lost much bloody was fain to draw, 
back for breath. Then the giant, seeing his 
blood trickle down his armour, while his 
enemy was in far better plight, being over- 
come with rage and melancholy, began to 
say. What — is it possible that one only 
knight can stand so long against me, and that 
my might and main are not sufficient to 
confound such a feeble resistance ? Certes, 
the less is now my hope of vanquishing those 
who slew my brethren Calfurnio and Cam- 
boldam ; and would to the gods, that he who 
is here before me were one of them, that if I 
must needs ends my life, it might be at one 
of their hands by whom my brethr<en ended 
theirs. 

Thus concluding, he began to charge the 
knight of the Savage Man with rough and 
forcible strokes, who, besides that he stood 
in fear of those terrible blows, had another 
cause of fear, which was, that if he were 
hardly handled in this battle, he knew not 
where he should ^nd remedy, and that he 
must needs fall into the hands of the other 
giant and his knights. This made him so 



9i 

watchful and alerf, that the greater number 
of his enem3r's blows were delivered Jri vain, 
while he on the contrary delivered his so 
well, that at length the great Bracolan, losing 
all strength, fell at the feet of his conqueror. 
He of the Savage, remembering that to give 
life to the wicked is for the hurt of the good, 
cut off his head without delay, and gave 
thanks to God for so signal a victory. 

The hermit came out. to him, blessingj 
him, and amazed to behold that monstrous 
body dead ; and the damsel, whos6 heart 
was now not such as it had been wheu 
she entered, and who was a fair woman, 
threw herself at his feet, saying, I know not 
how I can pay you for so great a service, 
but by lauding your knightly deeds in the 
court of the emperor Vernao, whither at thi^ 
• present time I direct my course : in truth 
they are such, that it would be an error 
to be silent any where concerning them. I 
beseech you therefore to tell me your name, 
which I the more earnestly desire for two 
causes, the one, that 1 may praise your 
noble valour, the other that I may know 
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to \vl[iom I owe the salvation of my ho* 
nour. 

Fair damsel, quoth he of the Savage, if yoa 
desire to know my name that I may do you. 
service to the uttermost of my power, I will 
declare it unto you ; but for any other cause, 
my deeds are of so small estimation, that I 
do not wish it should be known. This I can 
tell you, that the sight of you can oblige 
men to do much, and me more than all, since 
ia so short a time I find that I have yielded 
up my inclinations to you with such ardent 
love, that I beseech you let your pity be 
as ready to relieve me, as your beauty was to 
wound me. 

f 

Jesu deliver thee, my son ! cried the hermit. 
This is a worse danger than the one which 
thou hast just escaped; for if that was hurtful 
to the body, it might have profited the soul ; 
but this leads to perdition. Remember that 
these are diabolical temptations, which the 
Devil lays for thee, and into which the weak- 
ness of the flesh daily falls. Father, replied 
he of the Savage, they are the works of hu« 
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man nature, and cannot be avoided ; and 
if you, father, were well to note the merits of 
this lady, that beauty in her countenance, 
that life in her eyes, and that grace in her 
whole form, jrou would presently perceive 
that he who did not yield himself to them 
altogether, must either be good for nothing, 
or have his spirit so dead that he can feel 
nothing. ITierefore, lady, since you see how 
it is with me, treat me as you please; for I 
desire nothing more than to gain your will, in 
order to do it in all things. Such is the power 
of the world, quoth the hermit, that its plea- 
sures make the preciousne^s of the soul for- 
gotten ! Tarn thyself to God, my son, for the 
world favours thee, because thy deeds are 
worldly. Father, replied he of the Savage, 
satisfy me that you are free from these hu- 
man accidents in your cell, and that the flesh 
never rebels under that habit of yours, and 
then I shall think more of these dangers. But 
I fear me we are ail able to reprove the vices 
of others, but when we should withdraw our- 
selves from them, which with little effort 
might be done, oirr inclinations will hot con- 
sent^ and wc lay the b)ame upon the weak- 
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ness of the flesh. My mind is, that he w!k> 
fairiy gives himself up to it, neither offends 
any body nor hurts himself ; and I am such a 
one. Change your discourse, father, for to 
waste words is a yice also. Certes, repHed 
the hermit, I will shut nlyself up in my cell ; 
follow you the world, it will give you that re- 
ward at last which none who have followed it 
have ever failed, sooner or later, to find. And 
so he went into his cell, and fastened the 
doors after him, just a? if the giant Bracolan 
had been alive again, and was following 
him. 

Lady, then said the knight to the damsel^ 
what will you do with me, or what shall I do 
for you, to shew you that I am at your ser- 
vice ? Sir, she replied, since you have de- 
livered me from so great a disaster, do not 
lead me into another, for then, instead of re- 
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maining beholden unto you, I should have 
whereof to complain. This country is not 
safe ; I should be glad if you would accom- 
pany me a day or two's journey, and then dp 
what you please, as I have no farther favour 
to request. In this, rephed he, I receive p. 
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very great one^ and for the rest, I would fain 
have your good will certain, for without it I 
have neither health nor life secure. Where- 
with he presently took his horse, causing 
his squire to mount the damsel, who by the 
way recounted to him, how by a tempest 
she was cast on I he coast of Ireland, coming 
from Denmark, and carrying* letters from 
the queen to the empress Basilia. And when 
1 perceived, quoth she, that I was in this 
country, where my cousins, the daughters of 
the marquis Beltamor remained^ I intended 
tQ bestow a little labour in seeing them, 
thinking to find them in these castles ; but on 
the way Bracolan assaulted me, who not con- 
tented with murthering my two squires that 
hare me company, pursued me to have his 
villainous will. Certes, lady, said he, I would 
you would relieve me from the force which 
you do my affection^ for from all such I will 
deliver you. 

By this time they came to the ford of a brook, 
whose clear and gentle waters flowed under 
the shade of some spreading trees ; and here, 
because it was full hot, they resolved to take 



97 

the sestOy sending the squire to see if he 
could find any place where to procure 
food. The knight took off his helmet^ and 
being young as he was^ and his face now red 
with travel, he seemed a goodly person to the 
damsel^ who though she said nothing, let him 
perceive it ; and settled her head-dress, and 
adjusted her garments, and now became 
angry and now pleased, and now sorrowful, 
and then pleased again. He of the Savage 
understood all this, and easily won her to his 
wish before the return of the squire. 
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CHAPTER 104. 



The kaight of the Savage Man speat all that 
day in company with the damsel under the 
trees by. the brook-side; and when night 
came on^ as tliey saw no place where they 
could be harboured, they thought it best to 
continue where they were. The squire made 
a heap of grass on which they laid them- 
selves down, and he of the Savage fell fast 
asleep, like one who had nothing to keep 
him waking. The damsel had more reason t<) 
think, and less to be satisfied ; and this^ with 
the carelessness of the knight, made her 
remain awake, displeased with herself, re- 
penting her folly, and striving to forget what 
she could not help remembering. Great 
part of the night was past, when two squires 
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came by about a stone's throw from ber, and 
a knight behind them in white armour, so 
white and shining .that it was seen through 
the darkness. He was of such huge stature, 
as he seemed to exceed the giant Bcacolan ; 
and as he walked, many times he would give 
such groans as if his soul were issuing with 
them. Now, as it was yet some time till 
day, he called to his squires to stop, saying, 
that he would repose himself under the 
trees. 

Fear now made the damsel forget all other 
troubles, and she pulled the knight of the 
Savage Man by the arm, and awoke him, 
saying, that there was another Bracolan at 
hand. Startled at this, he rose, and going 
towards him as softly as he could, saw the 
squires securing the horses, and their master 
lying on his face; and lamenting aloud. 

I see, said he, it is great folly for me to 
repose any credit in the gods, who either 
want power, or else are wilfully bent to 
overthrow him that hath most trusted them ; 
and good cause have I to think so, my bre- 
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thren^ Calfurnio and Camboldam^ being 
vanquished by one only knighjt^ and now 
Bracolan also, who to revenge them left his 
own country, and offered up so many great 
and costly sacrifices, believing that by their 
merits he should attain the certain guerdon 
of victory. And now they make so small 
estimation of me in their favour, as they will 
not suffer me to meet with him who s}ew 
Bracolan, that I might either bear my bre- 
thren company, or take such cruel revenge 
as might somewhat lighten my great grief : 
how then can I chuse but blaspheme yonr 
names, and deny to give you the honour I have 
done P I will honour your altars with no more 
testimonies of my affection^ but that trust 
I had in you I will repose in myself; so for 
ever henceforth I despise you. 

By these words he of the Savage knew that 
this was Baleato, who having intelligence 
of his brother's death, sought to find him 
that had done the deed ; and well pleased 
be was, in that he found him without any 
of his knights to aid him ; so returning to 
>^here the damsel was, he began to arm 
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himself; but before he could finish, he vTas 
perceived ; for the horse of the giant, as he 
Was grazing, encountered his, and then began 
a fierce battle between them, so that each 
going to part thcui, of necessity they met« 
Baleato, whose custom it then was to grant 
life to nobody, seeing an armed man in the 
valley, cried out in a terrible voice. What 
is he that dares imagine himself so hardy, 
as to trouble me in my silent purposes ? 
Thou art but little beholden to fortune for 
conducting thee hither, in the time of my 
fury. And for this wretched damsel, I will 
ofier her as a sacrifice with all kinds of tor- 
ments : and so will I deal with all damsels 
that I can meet, for that Bracolan, the best 
knight in the world, was slain in following 
one. 

Baleato, replied he of the Savage Man, keep 
thy words for one who is afraid of thy deeds j 
neither the one nor the other can dismay 
me; the damsel I will defend, and I will 
humble thy pride for ever. And in order 
that thou mayest fight with me with the 
tetter will, know that I am he who slew Cal- 
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furnio in time past^ and I am he who slew 
Bracolan yesterday, and I am he who is now 
to slay thee; for neither thy strength nor 
thy courage shall save thee, nor still less the 
power of thy gods. Take thy helmet, for I 
want no advantage of thee. 

Such was the passion of the giant at hearing 
these words, that it took away from him all 
power of speech, and all his limbs shook 
with anger. So taking his helmet, he made 
at the knight without delay, crying out, 
Thou destroyer of my blood, here thou hast 
before thee thy greatest enemy in the world: 
therefore shew the uttermost of thy man- 
hood, for I carry that hope with me, to 
bathe these hands of mine in thy blood, and 
to rent thy cursed heart in pieces, and throw 
it for food to the fowls of the air. 

Then coming down with a blow, the knight 
deliverly avoided it, and dealt him. one in 
return upon the top of his shield, which was 
bound round with rims of iron so strong, 
that the blow was of no avail. The giant, 
who was too wrathful to fight leisurely, laid 
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on such mortal strokes^ that wherever they 
had lit they would have clone no little hurt ; 
but he of the Savage still shifted so warily, 
that he made him lose them all. The shield 
which he bore was Bracolan's, for his owa 
had been destroyed in that battle; and it 
was so heavy that he could not well lift it 
with one hand to protect himself : this made 
him fear the combat more, and use this 
slight) thinking to weary out the giant. 
But Baleato, who perceived this, used ano- 
ther practice ; for aiming a blow at one part, 
he quickly turned it to another, and in this 
manner gave him two or three wounds of 
great hurt, especially one in the right leg, 
which bled so fast, that the damsel and his 
squire were in such great fear that they 
knew not what to do. He of the Savage, 
seeing his life in this extremity, thought 
the safest way was to venture it at once : 
and making a blow at Baleato, which he 
thought would take him unguarded, the 
giant received it on his shield, and it was 
of such force that the sword entered a. little 
way in, and brake in three pieces, of which 
the shortest remained in his hand. The 
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inbon was up, and the battle could be seea 
distinctly ; and the damsel s^ing this great 
misfortune, gave herself up for lost : it being 
naturaL when fear is at the height, that de- 
spair should accompany it, especially in 
women, whose courage is so little that iheir 
presence of mind fails in every thing, except 
in things of appetite ; for then their sudden 
^leterminations are better than what the 
wisest man in the world c6uld devise after 
long reflection. He of the Savage, great as 
liis resolution was, and his heart able to with- 
stand any fear, yet could not but fear this 
great danger ; and seeing that Baleato made 
another stroke at him with full force, he took 
the shield of Bracolan in both hands, and 
caught it; the sword bit in so deep that it 
reached through to the handle ; he let it fall, 
and Baleato drew it to him, hanging on his 
sword. He of the Savage, seeing him thus 
clogged, thought with the piece of his sword 
to dig at his head. Baleato drew back to 
avoid this : now the bank had been hollowed 
by the freshes of many years, and as in step- 
ping back he trod near the brink, it gave 
way under him; it was steep in that part-^- 
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down be SeU, and came upon the stones with, 
such force that there was an end of bis days^ 

Tiie knight went down to him, and seeing 
him lie dead was greatly rejoiced ; then he 
looked to his wounds, which stood ia need 
of remedy, and the damsel and his squire 
bound them up as well as they could. Ba- 
leato's squire fled to one of his castles^ to 
tell the news. The knight mounted the 
giant^s horsCj for his own had had his leg 
broken in fighting, and they returned to the 
hermitage. 

When they were come to the cell^ the good 
old hermit, albieit he was somewhat offended 
with him, yet he received him lovingly; as 
his order required, and on such a poar bed 
as he had for guests, for his own was far 
poorer, he caused him to lie down, using 
good regard unto him, as one who knew 
something of that art and mystery. This done^ 
he gave thanks to God that the land was 
rid of these enemies to all mankind. When 
it was day, one of the things which he most 
endeavoured was to send away the dsimsel^ 



0^eing ih* might tibw travel without danger. 
At this the kftight tvas tiothing sorry, his 
condition being, when he was satisfied with 
dne presently to wish for another ; but she 
Was much troubled, that of women being, 
when they have once givfen themselves, not 
to wish to part* Howb^t, when that the 
moment of her departure came, they took 
leave, she with tears, and he with amorous 
speeches, feigned after his wonted way. 



J07 



CHAJPTER lO^. 



On the next day following^ the knights 
\i|2:hich helonged to the giants^ seeing their 
loKds dead> and no hope of succour^ took 
counsel together what they should do^ and 
held it hest to go to the knight of the Sa« 
vage Man, and of their own accord give him 
the keys of the castle. In this determinatioa 
they came to the hermit's cell, where they 
found him lying on his bed, for that he was 
still weak and not well disposed ; they com- 
paring his young years with the noblenesi 
of his exploits, r^pe^ved great cause of ad* 
miration. At last, he that was judge ! t^ be 
most eloquent among tbem> entered int9 
these speeches. 
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Certes, sir knight, it would no^ seem an 
error to deny the power of fortune, since 
we see the puidsance of BracOlan and 
Baleato brought to utter confusion by your 
hand— «a thing little to have been looked 
for. Herel^ doth it* appear not only that 
your courage is surpassing great, but also^ 
that she favours you, or that God fighteth for 
you : great folly then would it be for others 
to attempt to oppose you, and better do they 
areed in yielding themselves to your mercy 
than in resisting your might ; for it is to 
"be believed, that mercy will not be found 
wanting in him who aboundeth with other 
Virtues. In this opinion we present our- 
selves before you, believing that he who 
hath so well known how to conquer the 
guilty, will willingly pardon them in whom 
there is na guilt. Though we have been 
servants of your enemies, we now yield our- 
selves as friends ; and for the more security, 
behold, here are the keys of the castles, which 
have cost you so much blood ; do with^them 
what you please, and with us also, accord- 
ing to your pleasure ; though cruelty ought 
not to be used towards men who submit 
themselves. To this he returned this answer : 
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Your speeches are so honest, and so well re- 
pleted with courtesy that I am sorry the 
little I can do will not suffer me to let you 
understand how much I account of your 
gentleness ; but I will ask the king my grand- 
father to reward your service. Then took 
he the keys of the castles, wherewith he was 
right well contented, seeing the issue so 
fortunate, where the beginning seemed 'so 
doubtfiil. 

The knights remained, keeping him com"* 
pany, in respect of the honourable promise^ 
he had made them, whereojF they were not 
a Httle glad, in that they hooped tc^gain 
good favour in the court of EnglanQ^'' B^^ 
this time the report of this noble cdnquest^ 
was blazed there, where it moved a general' 
consent of gladness, as much for the reco-^ 
very of the castles, which had been consi-^ 
dered as almost hopeless, as that they were 
won by bis hand. ^ 

The" good king Fadrique, for joy of this 
good hap, sent Pridos, the duke of Wales, 
iq, all speed that might be, to seek him : ' 
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wbo taking a galley^ in short time arrived at 
•the coast of Ireland, where finding him, 
and declaring the sum of bis message^ 
the knight of the Savage concluded to de- 
;part thence, notwithstanding his wounds 
were not thoroughly healed : so taking leave 
of the gentle hermit, and desiring the other 
Icnights to accompany him, they committed 
-themselves to the seas, whereon they had 
not long sailed before they arrived at a port, 
from whence he was carried to London in a 
litter. Tidings being come to the king, that 
they were arrived in the court, he came to 
meet them, and casting his arms about the 
neck of Florian, the tears ran down his 
•white beard, for the inward joy he conceived 
at his presence. Don X)uardos, though he 
bore that joy with greater moderation, did 
not feel it less ; and Flerida would not de- 
j>.art; day nor night, from his bed-side, as one 
•^ho could take no rest till he was whole of 
liis wounds. 

The king did very honourably entertain the 
Isnights of the giants, for his sake, and en- 
tered them among those of his household ; 



, • 111 

for which great bounty, they witnessed 
themselves not unthankful^ proving trusty 
and loyal, qualities which men sometimes 
have by nature, and lose by habit. 

When the knight of th« Savage was reco- 
vered from his wounds, news came into the 
English court of the imprisonment of king 
Polendo*, Belcar, and his company, in the 
court of the Great Turk; which unhappy 
tidings moved the king and his whole court 
to great grief. And when it was told them 
that the GreatTurk had sworn to put them all 
to death, except the emperor would send him 
the knight who had carried away his daugh- 
ter Targiana, Ccrtei^, said Florian, if that is 
to be the only remedy of their lives, I will 
rather go render myself into his hands, than 
see so many good knights perish for my sake, 

I cannot believe, said Don Duardos, that 
while his son-in-law Albayzar is in these 
parts, he will do any thing which might 
endanger him. The emperor should, in my 
judgment, lay hands on him, that they might 
be released in exchange. Nay, replied he of 
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the Savage, I know this of the emperor, 
that if it were to save the whole world he 
would not act otherwise than what he had 
always thought beseemed him. The more 
certain therefore do I hold their destruction ; 
J will go to his court, for it is not fitting that 
.when all his house are adventured in such 
great danger, I only should be away from 
i(. Neither the king nor Flerida could dis- 
suade him« Don-Duardos put a stop to their 
intreaties, for he approved of his son's de- 
teri^ination. So contrary to their wills he 
departed, taking his jpumey towards Con*- 
stantinople, being armed after his accus- 
tomed manner, and bearing in his shield his 
usiie^l device, to wbiph be w^s now become 
affectionate. 

Here the history leaves him, and returneth to 
Florendos, who holding on his way, is by 
this time near the castle of Almourol, hav- 
ing in his journey done many noble deeds 
deserving commendation, which are re- 
hearsed in the ancient Chronicles, and in 
which prince Floraman bore no small part. 
At length they reached the city of Riocraro, 
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which at this present is called Tomar ; but 
was then so named, because of the clear 
river which passeth it by. And now, seeing 
himself so near the castle of Almourol, be 
began to be assailed by many fears, from 
which he could not free himself; in these 
careful thoughts he passed the night without 
repose, and in the morning they rid toward 
the castle ; but then Albayzar, in that he 
knew women were more revengeful in their 
anger than men, began to have more fear 
than he had conceived before; and the more 
so, because he knew that Miraguarda was as 
extreme in rigour as in beauty; but in this 
he erred, for she was not so cruel to strangers, 
as to her dearest and best friends. Floren- 
dos had no sooner discovered the trees be- 
side the Tagus, and through them the walls 
of the castle of Almourol, but his heart was 
touched with greater fear; and then came to 
mind recollection of days that were past, and 
fears of present danger, and remembrances 
of the cruelties which he had endured, all 
now to torment him. Albayzar too was 
greatly abashed at that hour, not only froia 
the thought that he had been vanquished, 
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but also> he felt the shame of what had here 
taken place. 

When they were come to the castle, they 
found all the gates fast locked, and the Tree 
^of the Shields still hung with those which had 
there been lost ; but the colour of some were 
now faded by the sun and by the rain. Floren- 
-doH looked at them, and beholding his own 
shield and armour among the spoil, his eyes 
were filled with tears, and he stood thinking 
how he might sufficiently reward his squire> 
Armello, who had since his departure so well 
watched them. But in sooth he was not so 
much beholden to his squire as he did 
esteem himself, because Armello was fallen 
amorous of Lademia, and could have rested 

• 

^n no other place. He^ though he looked at 
Florendos, knew him not, by reason of his 
different armour ; but perceiving Floraman^ 
he presently suspected whom it might be, 
and when he saw the shield of Miraguarda, 
was assured that it was he, (and went to him, 
saying. Now, sir, you may discover yourself 
to him from whom you have so little reason 
to conceal yourself^ especially coming with 
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that prize which occasioned your loss. It 
cannot be that the lady Miraguarda should 
not now feel herself beholden to you for so 
great a service, 

Florendos then opened his helmet, and em- 
braced Armelio with the love .which he had 
ever borne him ; then he delivered him the 
shield of Miraguarda, and bade him set it in 
the place where it was wont to be, and to 
place that of Targiana under it, a thing which 
Albayzar's heart could hardly brook. 

At this time came forth of the castle the 
giant Almourol^ armed at all points, and gal- 
lantly mounted on a bay courser, supposing 
these knights came to demand the joust ; but 
when he beheld the shield of Miraguarda in 
the place where it was wont to be, he stopt^ 
and then knowing Florendos, by reason that 
his aventayle was open, he cast his lance to 
the ground, and with stretched-out arms 
came and embraced him, saying, I never 
doubted of what I now see ; and if from 
henceforth the lady Miraguarda doih not 
change her temper towards you^ I shall feel 
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your wrongs as one who resent a part of them 
for your sake ; and then^ without staying to 
hear answer^ he went in to hear the tidings. 
And though nothing could have given Mira- 
guarda more joy, yet she knew so to dissemhle 
her contentment^ as though she felt none; 
whereat Almourol was so displeased^ that not 
being able to bear it, he manifested his 
wonder in the best words he could ; for in 
truth acknowledgment, where it is due, ought 
not to be withheld. But such was her free 
condition^ that neither his reasons, nor the 
worthy deservings of Florendos, could bend 
her. Almourol went away discontented and 
melancholick at beholding such ingratitude 
towards deeds which merited a different 
guerdon ; and though he would have hidden 
his passion from Florendos, yet as that when 
it is great cannot be dissembled, he gave him 
occasion to understand how it was ; at which 
he nothing marvelled, because he was wont 
to have no other entertainment. But as to 
what regarded Albayzar, he gave account to 
Almourol of what had been the engagement 
between them^ and that Albayzar was come 
there for no other purpose than to be at her 
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(lisposa}^ aceordiog to the conditions of their 
battle; therefore he besought him to go to 
her^ and know what she would please to 
have done. Almourol returned to Mira- 
guarda^ and told her that Florendos^ besides 
bringing back her shield^ had brought him 
prisoner who had carried it away^ that she 
might do with him as seemed good unto 
her. Miraguarda delayed awhile^ consider <• 
ing what she should do ; for wilful as she was# 
she was discreet. At lengthy having taken her 
determination^ she commanded that Albay* 
?ar should be brought into her presences 
and th^t Florendos should abide in the field. 
And as she had heard of the imprisonment 
of king Polendos^ Belcar, aftd their com- 
panions, she ordered hiqi to go yield him- 
i>elf prisoner unto king Recindos, si^nd remain 
at his pleasure until th^ Great Turk had set 
th^m at liberty, 

For more security, she made him plight his 
faith with all necessary ratifications, telling 
him that she was contented with this light 
punishment, though his offence deserved a 
far greater. Alb^y^ar would have kissed her 
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hands for so great a mercy, as iu truth it was 
to him who had feared worse, by reason of 
what he had heard of her nature. So he took 
leave of her, and of Florendos, and Flora- 
man. But seeing as he was about to de- 
part the shield of his lady hanging among 
the vanquished, he desired Almourol to in- 
treat Miraguarda that she would bestow it 
upon him, in order that the days of his ill 
fortune might be somewhat consoled by 
sight of her picture ; but she, who in 
things which related to her glory was less 
liberal than in orherg^ would not consent. 
Albayzar then deparied, so sorrowful, that 
he had never at aay time been more so ; in 
three days he rt-r.ched the court of king 
Recindos, whciehaing presented himself ou 
the part of Mira^ti-irda, even as she had en- 
joined^ him, he re^nained in his court the 
whole time that Polendos was prisoner. The 
king received him with very princely cour- 
tesy, arisi^ig fr.un rhe joy he felt at having 
him in his power And because one of his 
sons was prisoner amongst the, other knights, 
he secretly ordered good watch to be set 
over him, not trusting so much to the pro- 
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mise which he had made Miraguarda, as to 
this caution. Forihwith he sent the news to 
the emperor, in whose court great rejoicings 
were made, every one praising the discre.ion 
and policy of iMiraguarda. And among 
other things which the emperor did to her 
praise, he wished to see her^ and have her 
company in his courts as well to regard her 
with honour equal to her worthy deserts, as 
also to mitigate the afliictions of his grandson 
Florendos. But when he perceived that his 
lady made no account of his travails, he deter- 
mined to guard her shield again, and if any 
knight should arrive whom he could not over- 
come, he vowed never to bear arms, nor 
prove his chance more; though it is but ill 
counsel to try fortune many times. 
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When Horendos had passed one day before 
the castle of Ahnourol^ on the second, as soon 
as it was day^ be went before the shield of 
his lady^ since he might not see the original, 
and fixing his eyes upon it, he uttered his 
complaints after this manner. 

I know certainly, lady, that he which bestow- 
€th his time in your service, receiveth great 
recompense, by having the means to behold 
your image in this portraiture, were it not 
that this is dumb. But you have placed 
it here as a net, to entangle the minds of 
them which are free from such thraldom ; in 
which extremity, the party so inveigled 
desireth as well to be comforted by your 
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gracious speech, as to be tormented by yooT 
s/Jent counterfeit. As for me, I fix mine eyes 
upon your image, and behold in it many 
things which destroy, but none to relieve 
me : it hath all the show of life, to kill me, 
but when it should hear me, is utterly dead. 
I could be contented with my suflerings, if you 
saw that you occasioned them ; but you have 
so committed me to forgetfulness, that not 
even for this am I remembered. If I have de- 
served this, it is well that it should be so ; 
but because I do not so deem of myself^ I 
have cause to complain. While he was 
speaking, Miraguarda beheld him from the 
battlements ; for being summer, it was her 
wont to arise in the cool of morning, that she 
might enjoy the early songs of the nightingale, 
and other birds who disported among the 
trees beside the Tagus. 

And though she perceived that his grievous 
lamentations proceeded from the depth of 
his heart, yet never the more did she pity his 
dolorous estate : for such a proud opinion 
she held of herself, that the greatest deserts 
in the world were not sufficient to answer hec 
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beauty, neither that Florendos conld endure 
too much grief for her, such was her merci- 
less judgment of the passions of love. While 
he was thus complaining, and she listening, 
three knights came riding through the trees, 
attired in rich and costly sirmour. The first 
of them was in green and white armour, with 
linnets of silver, and in his shield he bare in 
a white field the word Normandy, in blacl^ 
letters. 

The armour of the second was white and 
azure, mingled together artificially, with 
streams of green interchangeably figui^d 
thereon, and in his shield, in a field of siaople^ 
he had lively pictured the god Apollo. The 
armour of the third was carnation colour^ 
all beset with croslets of gold, and in his 
shield, in a field of gules, he bare for his de* 
vice flames so ingeniously made, as they 
seemed rather natural than fantastic. Thev 
came on with their helmets open, singing a 
virelay in three parts ; atid they accorded in 
such good music together, that Floraman 
who was himself well seen in that art, com- 
mended it above all that ever he heard in his 
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life, so sweetly did their voices consent to- 
gether ; beside, the echo of the river, the 
trees, and the mountains, did answer their 
notes so familiarly, that it was almost aS 
commendable as an instrument. Miraguarda, 
standing on the battlement, took gi'eat 
pleasure to hear them : but Floraman, being 
delighted with the song, took a knife and 
engraved the same on the bark of a tree> 
that for the worthiness thereof, it might there 
remain till time had consumed the tree, and 
as the tree grew in bigness, so the letters 
might be seen in more legible manner. It 
was in this form following: 



Fair madam, if you can vouchsafe to see, 

the lively picture of a careful mind, 
Forlorn with grief, do yoo but look on me, 

and judge if fortune be not most unkind. 
That he which sues, and scrveth faithfully. 
Should be repay'd with extreme cruelty. 

What greater torments to a gentle mind, 
than to be scorned where he liketh most ? 

What state of refuge can he hope to find, 
where each thing doth at his misfortune boast f 
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Condemn'd, confounded, with rebuke and blame ; 
Yet ignorant from whence the causes came. 

So heavy is the weighty yoke of love, 
when quaintest looks afford discourtesy, 

That wise is he that doth the passions prove, 
and yet can keep himself at liberty. 

But he whose wits are ravished by stealth. 

Had need of physic in his greatest health. 

Some men in love commend their happiness, 
their quiet, sweet, and delicate delight; 

And I can boast of fortune's frowardness, 
her extreme rigour, and severe despight. 

But for the sweetness other men have felt, 

1 came too late^ my part was elsewhere dealt. 

Yet can I say, no man hath been more just, 
nor served his lady with more due regard : 

But she, being governed by her own mistrust, 
denies her servant his deserv'd reward ; 

This my misfortune waxeth more and more. 

Yet will I suflfer, though 1 die therefore. 

The knights had no sooner espied armed 
men before the castle^ but they left their 
jiogiag> and pulled down their beavers^ lest 
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thcj should be known ; and when they came 
before the tree where the shields were hang* 
ing, they began greatly to commend his 
valour who had won them. The knight in 
the green and white armour then advanced 
a little, and lifting his eyes to the portrait of 
Miraguarda, said in a loud voice. This is a 
conntenance which might change any affec- 
tion more free than mine. I rejoice that, hav- 
ing seen it, the intention which led me hither 
is not changed ; but if any of those knights 
which guard this pass wish to break a 
couple of lances with me, 1 will do my en- 
deavour, on condition he bind me not to 
more ; because I fear these beauties will dis- 
comfit him who offends them, and favour him 
who is their champion. Do not deceive your- 
self in that, said Florendos, who was by this 
time ready, for it is only towards her servants 
that this lady is rigorous. Take your ground, 
as you desire to joust, and I will to the best 
of my power satisfy you. 

With these words they parted to fetch their 
course, and met together with such force^ 
that their lances flew up into the air in pieces^ 

M 3 



126 

and so passed oti bravely, not being any 
thing shaken at the first encounter. The 
giant Altnourol seeing them destitute of 
lances^ caused some to be brought forth of 
the casile, which being delivered to their 
squires, they went and served their lords: 
the second time, as they ran with yet greater 
violence, their encounter was so forcible, that 
Florendos lost one of his stirrups, taking 
a reverse which was somewhat unseemlv ; and 
the other went to the ground over his horse's 
heels ; but he fell on his feet, like one who 
was ready at all times, and being out of 
measure displeased at bis fall, drew his sword 
with these words : 

Sir knight, though I requested nothing more 
than to joust, I beseech you let us do battle 
with our swords ; if in the end it be your 
good hap to vanquish me, your valour shall 
have the larger estimation. I know not, an« 
swered Florendos, if your companions would 
hold themselves aggrieved, for I see them 
ready for the joust; let me accomplish it 
with them, there will be time enough after- 
wards. And without delay, takiqg another 
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lance from Armello^ he ran against the 
IcDight in the white and gray armour, with 
Apollo in his shield. The encounter was 
such^ that the horse of Florendos fell upon 
bis knees, and he lost both his stirrups; but 
the other received such a shock, that his 
horse and he fell together, and the horse 
falling upon him, did somewhat hurt one of 
his legs. 

Florendos having righted himself in the sad- 
dle, called to the third knight, who being 
somewhat moved at the misfortune of his 
companions, put himself upon the adventure ; 
at the first offer they missed in their meeting, 
whereupon they took their second career so 
worthily against each other, as they brake 
their lances bravely, and passed on to a third 
encounter. Floraman and Almourol made 
great estimation of the noble behaviour of 
these three knights. Miraguarda for many 
days had seen neither joust nor battle before 
her castle, and this therefore brought to me- 
mory the things past ; but it was not for her to 
requite the deserts of any one. They now, as 
each fron^ his wonted confidence was melan- 
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cholick that he had not overthrown the 
other, met in the third career with such force, 
that both shields and armour failing, the 
knight went to the ground ; and Florendos, 
losing his stirrups, caught hold of his horse*^ 
neck, but speedily recovered himself, being 
somewhat abashed thereat. He with whom 
he first jousted, then came to him, sword in 
hand, saying. 

Such is my earnest desire, sir knight, to try 
myself with you, that I should be grieved not 
to do it. I beseech you do not deny me 
this, for I perceive that few things can make 
you fear. You know so v/ell how to ask, 
replied Florendos, that it would be ill-breed- 
ing in me to refuse. So alighting from his 
horse, he drew his sword ; but the knight 
which bare in his shield the device of Apollo, 
and from whom nothing was hid, stepped be- 
tween them, saying. Sir Florendos, this is vie* 
tory enough over your friends, and though you 
gain honour with us, we lose none with you, 
for defeat from your hand is not to be held 
injurious. This man who is so earnest in 
provoking you to the combat, is your friend 
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prince Beroldo, who knows not whom he is 
provoking ; the other is your brother, Platir ; 
and I am your servant, Daharte, who though 
I knew you at first, yet would I not make anx* 
shew thereof, to the end that the lady Mira- 
goarda might behold your deeds anew; for I 
icar she has forgotten the past. 

Florendos took off his hehnet, and taking 
Daliarte in his arms, complained against 
bim for having permitted those jousts ; and 
then he embraced prince BeroMo and Platir, 
and they all did the same to Floraman, who 
was, as ye have beard, one of the men whose 
company and friendship was esteemed the 
most in those days ; so they sitting down all 
together, passed away the greatest part of 
the day in talking over their affairs, with that 
love which there was between them, the three 
companions greatly desiring to see Mira- 
guarda ; but so dainty was she in shewing 
herself, that she never came to the window 
except when she could see the field dyed 
with blood, and strewn with arms, and lives 
in danger ; a sight which she did oftentimes 
behold before the castle. 
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At length, when it was evening, they took 
their leave of them, taking their journey 
towards the city of Constantinople, which 
was the cause why they left the king of 
Spain's court. Florendos, accompanied with 
his careful passion, and his friend Floraman, 
remained still to keep the pass which he bad 
so long maintained, not lamenting his ill 
fortune, though he had cause ; for he who 
tries his fortune should know how to suffer 
all things^ wondering at few things^ and being 
impatient at none* 
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CHAPTER 107. 



The three knights which jousted against Flo- 
rendos, did not linger or loiter in any place 
till they came into Greece ; where, by chance 
as they travelled, they met with the princess 
of Thrace, being worthily guarded by many 
noble gentlemen, some that employed them- 
selves in knightly service, to gain the good 
opinion of the princess, and others that ut- 
tered many amorous conceits, to inveigle 
her fancy towards them in marriage ; and so 
they passed away the time till they arrived at 
Constantinople. But because the history doth 
make mention hereafter of her royal receiv- 
ing into the city, it now returns to Floren 
dos, who, on the second day after they had 
left him, as he was walking along the river- 
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side with Ploraman, armed at all points ex- 
cept the head^ espied two boats well fur- 
nished with oars coming down the stream^ 
in the foremost whereof sate four damsels 
at the poopj attired alilce^ and tuning their 
lutes^ whereto their voices delivered such 
pleasant ditties, as they might well have been 
compared with the three knights that had 
taken their way to Constantinople, if they 
had stayed still at the castle of Almourol, to 
to have made trial ; and the oars were moved 
so silently that they made no disturbance to 
the sounds. The other boat was covered 
with a tilt of surpassing richness, and there, 
under a pavilion of inestimable value, sate 
a damsel on cushions of velvet embroidered 
richly with gold, whose countenance being 
marvellous beautiful, shewed her to he the 
lady of that flotilla. She was gallantly attired 
in garments of a new invention, and over 
all she wore a cloak of black taffeta, for it 
was in the heat of summer, and slashed in 
the sleeves and in other fit places, and the 
slashes gathered with clasps of gold, ena- 
melled with birds and other gay devices of 
divers kinds ; and that she mi2:ht be better 
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discerned, the heat of the day being past, 
and the sun decUning, she gave command- 
ment, that the curtains of the tilt should be 
lifted up; when Florendos and Floraman, 
might at will behold her, and at her feet 
they might see sitting two dames and a 
damsel, and between them a knight reclining 
upon cushions of dark velvet : his arms were 
diapred with green and gold, and he bare for 
his device, in a field vert, Cupid fast linked 
in chains, his bow and arrows lying before 
him broken in pieces, and himself like one 
vanquished, lying on his face, while a fair 
damsel set her feet upon him. The boatmen 
were clad in the same gay livery, that in 
that company there might appear nothing 
sad ; they brought the prow of the boats 
to the fopt of the castle rock, the music still 
continuing, which being on the water, and 
echoing in the hollows of the rock, became 
more delightful. 

Florendos and Floraman stood eying them 
awhile, and Florendos, touched with envy 
at the happiness which the knight of the 
boat seemed to enjoy, could not conceal his 
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grief, these being in truth the things which 
should be grieved for: and he said, I know 
that all misfortunes are reserved for me, 
and for that reason I see them in no other. 
By this there came a damsel out of the prin- 
cipal boat, and out of the other two squires 
to accompany her, who as they past the 
knights made a slight courtesy towards them, 
and went on to the Tree of the Shields, 
where they stopt awhile, and the damsel, 
beholding the portrait of Miraguarda, turned 
to the squires, saying, I fear our lady will 
return with less contentment than she came*. 
So she proceeded on towards the castle, 
where, after her bidding had been conveyed 
to Miraguarda, she was admitted into aa 
apartment which overlooked the river ; and 
though in the works and adornments of the 
castle there was much to see, yet when she 



* Anthony Munday adds, the hate tUme of Su VmeenCi 
Rocky may not premme to paragon Ute^ wHh a pure and perfect 
diamond. The simile is noticed, because it shows that Bristol 
stone, as it is commonly called, was better known then than 
it is at present. I think I have seen somewhere, that oru* 
fnents wece made of it« as indeed seems here to be implied. 
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had fixed her eyes upon the lady thereof^ 
she forgot all; and albeit her discretion wad 
great, remained for a while so abashed, that 
she knew not what to say. Howbeit, when 
she had recovered, being ashamed to have 
been so confused, she said. Lady ArnaUa, the 
princess of Navarre, my mistress, by me 
kisseth vour hand for the desire she hath to 
do you service and converse with you; and 
for this love she hath left her house to see 
you, with a lesser train than beseemeth her 
estate. She is at the foot of your castle in a 
boat, waiting for me, having willed that yoa 
should first know of her coming, that yott 
may with the less displeasure receive her. 

Damsel, she replied, it lieth not in me to 
grant your lady's request, which is no small 
grief to me ; and the coming of the princess 
of Navarre is as acceptable to me, as the 
greatest good fortune and honour in the 
world beside, that might happen to me; but 
the custom of this castle is flatly against it, 
in that the entrance is as well defended 
dgainst women as men. And though I, for 
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the good affection I bear to your lady, should 
wish to break the custom, the giant Almou- 
rol, whose authority here stretcheth further 
than mine, would nowise agree thereto. He 
hath only permitted your entrance inasmuch 
as you come with the bidding of another. 
Kiss her hands for me, and excuse me, I be- 
seech you, with the best words you can; for 
I am . so troubled at being able to do so little, 
that I know not what to say. Lady, rephed 
the damsel, I well believe so, and if the 
princess will believe me, she will not be 
offended; for certes, a greater discontent 
would she receive if she should enter here. 
Then took she her leave and went to her 
lady, who, as it is the nature of women to 
listen to no excuse in things which displease 
them, grew into so great melancholy, that 
she could neither listen to her, nor to any one. 
Her knight, seeing her thus discontented, 
arose, saying. Lady, in my judgment, you 
should resent this less; for if Miraguarda 
maketh refusal of your entry into her castle, 
it is that she may not be undeceived by the 
difference which there is between your beauty 
and hers ; and this fear which she hath, is a 
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sufficient testimony of the truth. Be not 
offended therefore, for you ought to re- 
turn with the greatest glory in this world. 

These words were of such force with her 
vanity that she contented herself: and be- 
cause she would not presently depart thence, 
without seeing some of the things of that 
land, she bade her knight go to the place 
where the shields hanged, and from thence 
bring her that of Miraguarda, because she 

wished to see it, and to carry it away with 
her. 

The knight esteemed this commandment 
^^S^'y^ and as a favour; and speaking to the 
damsel, she presently went to Florendos 
and Floraman, saying. Sirs, yonder knight 
of the Boat desireth you to send him the 
shield with the portraiture of Miraguarda, 
that his lady may do with it what she esteem- 
ethbest; and if you deny his demand, he 
shall be constrained to fetch it away by force, 
^hich he would be loth to do, as he would 
J^ot willingly have any diflference with tlie 
knights of this country. 
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Fair damsel^ replied Florendos^ this knight, 
it well appears^ knows. not how dear this 
shield costs him who only enjoys it with his 
eyes, much more him who would carry it 
away so lightly. ' Tell him to come out of 
the boat and fetch it. I wait here to defend 
it, and if he conquers me, he may bear it 
away. If he hath no horse, we will do battle 
on foot; if at the end he wins it, I shall lose 
my life, and rest from my miseries. But as 
peradventure his confidence may deceive 
him, let him tell me what he will leave in 
token that he hath been vanquished ; for the 
shield which he demandeth will alway have 
some trophy of its victory. 

The damsel returned with this answer, and 
the knight without delay took leave of his 
lady, aqd leaped ashore, being so gallant and 
well-made a personage that his appearance 
was much to be dreaded ; and accompanied 
with two squires, he came towards Florendos 
with a haughty step, to whom, when he drew 
somewhat near, he said with a loud voice, 
I see well, sir knight, that good counsel is 
not to be used towards them who are of so 



139 



small discretion^ as they ctonot take it when 
it is offered : I willed you to send me the 
shield, that you might not oblige me to 
come and take it : but I perceive^ you had 
rather lose it to your cost^ than give it with 
honour ; — ^you shall now see what you have 
gained by this. The pledge which you re- 
quire I have not; conquer me^ and thea 
take what satisfaction you will. I perceive^ 
replied Florendos, there is nothing to be 
said. By this time the window was making 
ready for Miraguarda to behold the battle 
from it. At this Florendos paused a little^ 
for he had not seen her before since his 
coming to the castle ; and having fixed his 
eyes upon her, he remained ga^^kig till he had 
forgotten himself, and the combat was quite 
and clean out of his mind ; which the strange 
knight perceiving, he took him by the arm 
and thus awaked him : 

Sir knight, he that hath to enter combat 
with me must not pass the time in these 
musings. Come to yourself, or I shall carry 
off this shield ; for I cannot tarry long in 
time of baste, Florendos feeling himself 
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taken by the arm, remembered presently 
what he had to do : whereupon he withdrew 
his eyes from the place where they were so 
greatly aflfectioned, and being angry that he 
had forgotten himself, replied, It doth dis- 
please me, sir, to enter the combat tviih you, 
for you take me in an hour when I have arms 
of vantage. He of the Boat answered, that 
you may perceive what small succour these 
imaginations can afford you, defend yourself. 

With these words he struck him such a blow 
on the crest of his helmet, as the wcighti- 
ness thereof constrained him to bow down 
his head to his breast; whereat Florendos 
was little pleased, and thought more of his 
enemy; but he was not slack in requital 
thereof, which was so worthily given, that 
the knight's shield was cleft in two : whereat 
he was oifended without measure, beholding 
the image of his lady so martyred, and he 
began to rage like one who was void of judg- 
ment. 

Florendos, who stood in fear of his force, gave 
good heed to his strokes, waiting till part of 
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his fury should be spent, when they would 
fall lighter, and he, being wearied, would be 
tbe easier subdued. It was as he expected ; 
the knight seeking to take vengeance for the 
displeasui^. which he resented at the deface- 
ment of his shield, laboured and gave so 
many blows, that at length he could scarcely 
move ; and though Florendos made him de- 
liver the greater number in vain, yet he could 
not avoid them so well but that he was some- 
what wounded. Seeing, however, that his 
enemy waxed faint and he was in full strength, 
he began anew to strike him, laying on the 
edge of his sword, which erery time cut 
through his arms and entered into the fleshj 
so that in short time he brought him to such 
weakness that he could hardly continue on 
foot; and knowing this, he quickened his 
blows with such force and fury, that there 
scarcely seemed to be any interval between 
them. The knight would fain have taken 
breath ; but as this was not allowed him, he 
put out all his strength to defend himself^ 
till at length losing all strength, he fell sense- 
less to the ground, more for weariness 
than for his wounds. Arnalta, who was as 
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light to leave as to love, when she saw him 
conquered, commanded lier boatmen to row 
up the river, forsaking her knight, and 
making no more account or estimation of him> 
ill an as if she had never seen him before. 

Florendcs opened his helmet, and giving him 
air, he recovered ; and being greatly discon- 
tented with himself, besought him, when he 
had taken what revenge he pleased, to let 
him depart, for his heart could not endure 
to remain in that place which had cost him 
so dear. What I would have of you, he re- 
plied, is, that you should do whatever the 
lady Miraguarda may command, for I am 
her prisoner, and a prisoner can impose no 
commands. Desire sir Almourol, therefore, 
to go and learn what is her pleasure, and 
when that is known, 1 have nothing more to 
require. 

The giant, at the entreaty of the knight, went 
to know the pleasure of Miraguarda, who, 
as she delighted in extremes, returned this 
answer : That he should take oath never to 
serve other lady than Arnalta, and that he 
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should bear the device in his shield reversed, 
in respect she did think it unreasonable, 
that love should be held captive under the 
power of his vassal : therefore he should 
cause Cupid to be painted there, holding a 
knight bathed in blood under his feet. 

Albeit this judgment was sharp and rigorous, 
yet the knight could not gainsay : so causing 
some regard to be used to his wounds, the 
next day he departed thence, very sorrow- 
ful to think in what displeasure his lady so 
suddenly went away. 

Florendos remained awhile at the curing of 
his wounds, and in tlie mean time Floraman 
maintained the custom, accomplishing many 
haughty and noble deeds for him ; but Mira- 
guarda never vouchsafed to manifest any 
satisfaction at what was aichieved for, her 
sake ; and this was well, for if at any time 
she should yield herself, the victory would 
be more delightful, inasmuch as he who ob- 
tains any glory with little cost, never greatly 
delighteth therein. 
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CHAPTER 108. 



That you may understand who the knight 
was that came in company of Arnalta, it is 
related how Drapos, duke of Normandy, the 
son-in-law of Frisol, king of Hungaria, had 
to issue two sons, whereof one was named 
Frisol, after his grandfather, and the other 
Dragonalte, who, for that it was not long 
since he was reported a knight at arms, was 
as yet not known. This Dragonalte being a 
gallant youth, and meetly endued with 
strength to bear arms, beside the great fame 
of the noble exploits of his father and grand- 
father, did so embolden him in courageous 
desire, as he loathed to spend his life in ease 
or slothful idleness ; whereupon he left the 
place where he had been nourished and 
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brought up, addicting bis mind to the search 
of knightly adventures, and would not go to 
the court of the emperor Palmerin till first 
the renown of his deeds might give the 
greater grace to his person. 

In this haughty desire, accompanied with 
one squire to bear his shield and helmet^ 
he took his way towards the realm of Spain^ 
meaning to find the castle of Almourol, that 
he might approve his valour against the 
knight that kept the shield of Miraguarda ; 
but as he journied thitherward, through the 
reahn of Navarre, he happened to the pas- 
sage which was guarded by Arnalta's knightSj 
whereof two were vanquished by his noble 
valour. She well noting his worthy beha- 
viour, as also that he was young and fair^ 
welcomed him into the castle, where she en- 
tertained him with such honour as she was 
accustomed to use towards them who re" 
semhjed him ; and he beholding Arnalta en- 
riched with so great beauty, and understand^ 
ing that her dowry was to be queen of Na^ 
varre, being also young, and having a heart 
Uttoccapied^ began to wax amprgus o£ herf 
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that on her he thought depended his de- 
aftruction or his glory. And finding that sbf 
was desirous to go see M iraguarda^ he made 
offer to hear her company in her journeyt 
And as the way of most women^ when they 

. are not under subjection^ is to waste their 
time in pilgrimages^ especially such as are 
little fond of being at rest, she would make 
no longer delay than was necessary to pro* 
Tide adornments for the journey ; nor was it 
xnuch that Arnalta should thus hastily depart, 
f ince one who so lightly resolves, lightly puts 
her resolutions in effect. So she set forward, 
accompamed with the dames, and damsels, 
and squires, as you have tieard before, as also 
with DragonallCj who many times by the 

. tray essayed knightly occasions, wherein for- 
tune did still afford him the victory. 

Thus they went on till they «ane to a city 
on the Tagus, which was two -leagues above 
the castle of Alioourol, where they stayed till 
they had provided boats, wherein they came 
to the castle, and sped there as you have 
lieard ; and Aanalta seeing Dragonalte coa^ 
qutrc^d, converted het love* into hatred^ and 
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angrily departed towards Navarre, intending 
never to see him again, 

fiutjis she could be easily intreated to anger^ 
even so could she be as easily won to forget 
her anger^ her unstaidness was such, and her 
good will to love so great. In this manner it 
chanced to Dragonalte, who continuing bis 
affection to ber^ who long time abhorred 
him, yet in the end lie obtained her good will 
in marriage, she making him king of Na* 
varre : therefore kt no one despair in these 
matters, for perseverance is all. Now then 
leaving them for| things of more importance 
in this chronicle, the history saith, that the 
princess of Thrace being ready to depart 
towards the court of the emperor Palmerin, 
the queen Carmelia, her grandmother, sent 
her away, worthily accompanied with ladies 
and damsels and lords of the realm, with 
such pomp as beseemed her person ; and so 
many errant knights came to meet her and 
accompany her on the way, that when she 
approached Constantinople all the fields 
shone from afar with glittering arms and 
singular devices, so that it rather seemed to 
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be an army prepared for war, than the gallan- 
tries of peace. Some among them came to see 
her, others to serve her, and others with hope 
to win her in marriage, confiding in the merit 
of their deeds, and in the greatness of their 
states. There came with her prince Graciano, 
Beroldo with his companions Daliarte and 
Platir, and all the other young knights of 
the emperor's household. He himself, with 
aU the others whom he had in the city, went 
three leagues out to receive her. Primaleon 
went before him. Lionarda being advertised 
of their coming, left her litter, and mounted 
on a goodly white palfrey, adorned for that 
day with harness full rich and costly to 
behold : she herself was attired in the greek- 
ish fashion, that she might the better 
delight the eyes of them which did behold 
her; her robe was of carnation velvet, 
fairly embroidered with parchment lace of 
gold ; her cloak was of scarlet, closed be- 
fore with diamond buttons, and all the com- 
pass of the cloak was likewise garnished 
with diamonds, having between every dia- 
mond a rank of very glorious orient pearl, 
set in such ord^r as they did marvellously 
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deck and set forth her costly vesture; so 
that all this in aid of her natural beauty, 
she seemed so fair, that many whose 
thoughts were free before, were now so 
changed, that from thenceforth they past 
their time less at ease than they had beea 
wont to do. 

The emperor, albeit he was far in years, yet 
he had attired himself youthfully. After he 
had received Lionarda with that welcome 
which he was accustomed to bestow>he took 
place of Primaleon his son, who was talk- 
ing with her, and came on accompanyinj^ 
her, so charmed with her that he suffered 
none else to approach, neither looked at 
any of those princes who had taken off 
their helmets^ and came near him to kiss 
his hand. Lionarda, when the emperor ap* 
proached her, seeing his great age, and the 
authority of his presence, thought that ail 
which she had heard of bis fame was little 
in respect of him ; and with all the courtesy 
and reverence she could, she stooped to 
kiss his hand for the favour which he had 
vouchsafed her in permitting her to reside 
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in. his house and court. But he, who thought 
it was he who received the favour, repaid 
her with other words, arising from the sin- 
cerity of his deeds. So they proceeded ou 
their way towards the city, and he kept his 
eyes gtill fixed upon her, being amazed at her 
beauty. But as they went, he met with some* 
thing which made him take them off; for 
ahout a quarter of a league from Constanti- 
nqple, by. the hermitage of St. Louis, which 
stood hard by the public way, and under the 
shiide of some ash trees which surrounded it^ 
they saw a knight in carnation coloured 
arms, so thick beset with little shrubs of 
gold, as the whole armour was gallantly 
set forth therewith, his helmet likewise after 
th^ same manner ; and in his shield he bare 
fo| his device in a field of azure, a cypress 
tree hung with nuts of gold. He was 
mounted on a lusty bay courser, having at- 
tending on him two squires, one of them 
carrying a shield covered over with cloth, so 
th^t the device thereof could not be discenir 
ed ; the other went before the emperor, and 
baying reined his palfrey, bega^n to salute 
^im in this order ; 
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Sir^ the knight whom you heboid uiider yon- 
der ash trees, being desirous to try himsel^ 
against the knights of your court, of whose 
fame the whole world is envious, says that it 
is but short time since he bare armour, and 
now, to make proof of himself, he is deter- 
mined this day to guard this passage as long 
as his strength sufficeth. Wherefore he 
humbly desireth your highness that you 
would command your knights to joust with 
him, for he defies them all one by one, ex- 
cept the prince Primaleon, your son, against 
whom he will not take a lance* 

The emperor was joyful at this, for that it 
was a mean whereby Lionarda might receive 
some pleasure, and perceive the valour and 
prowess of the knights of his court; an^ 
.having opinion that the knight which had 
enterprized to guard the passage was some- 
what coofident of himself, be returned the 
squire this answer, with a chearful counte- 
nance and a smiling ; Say unto the knight^ 
that I freely give him leave, a^d I am sorry 
that my aged years will not suffer me to be 
pne amoQg the cbaUenged to free the way 
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for the lady Lionarda*s passage. I promise 
him not to pass till one of my knights has 
freed it^ or till all are overthrown^ since ia 
my own kingdom I find strangers who 
maintain the road against me. Then look- 
ing at her when the squire was gone^ he said^ 
Think younot^ lady, that he who keeps the 
road against me at my own gate, and with 
you in my company, would not do it better 
where I had not you for my helper ? Certes, 
the knight is either one of no small couragc> 
or he doth embolden himself by means of 
your beauty; and hoping to move you towards 
him in good conceit, doth offer his person to 
endure a doubtful trial. 

Scantly had the emperor concluded his in- 
tent, when hesawRoramonte, who in his court 
was esteemed for an especial knight, cooie 
flying over hifr horse's heek, the other fitting 
as firm in his saddle as if be had not been 
touched. Tliis encounter struck a great doubt 
into the others, who began to fear the 
mishap which might befal them. But as 
they who seek things of honpur do not fear 
danger to their persons^ every pne strove 
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not to be the last in adventaring himself* 
Tbe first among them who couched his lance^ 
was Frisol, and he fared like the former ; be 
of the Ash Trees passed by as steadily as ia 
the former encounter ; and then turning the 
reios^ took another lance from many which 
were against the trees^ having been placed 
there by his order^ that there might be no 
want of them. Having taken his post^ he 
saw that Graciano was coming against him 
with all the force which his horse could 
carry; and giving his own the spur^ he met 
him in the midst of the shield with such 
mighty that piercing through chat and all 
his other arms^ he bore him to the ground^ 
and certes had slain him if the blow had not 
been something aslant. Beroldo came after 
bim; but as he of the Ash Tree$ was that day 
showing all his strength , Beroldo went like 
the rest to the ground, whereat tbe emperor 
had much to think. Then Dramiante came, 
and because in their encounter the horse 
tripped upon the root of one of the trees 
which rose a little above the soil, and fell 
with bina, he would not acknowledge him- 
self to be overthrown ; and though some 
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held this not a sufficient reason^ the other 
told him to mount again as often as he 
pleased^ for he would be sooner tired with 
mounting than himself in overthrowitig him. 
These words were judged by some to be 
haughty ; others aiRrmed that they sprang 
Irom the confidence which he had in him- 
self. Dramiante went again to horse^ being 
xnelancbolick at his disaster ; but better had 
it been for him to have put up with it^ than 
to return to thejoust, for the knight gave 
him such an encounter^ that he went through 
shield and armour, and bore him to the 
ground badly wounded in the attaint ; and 
even as it was, he favoured him by not giving 
the blow full, or else he had surely been in 
great danger. This encounter made the 
emperor take less delight in the joust than 
he had manifested before, for he now dread- 
ed the strength of this knight, and began to 
fear some displeasure. Then Don Rosuel 
advanced, who was held an excellent one 
among the good ; and though his confidence 
made him lose all fear, nevertheless he was 
undeceived; for at the second career, he 
went to keep his fellows company, he of the 
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Ash Trees losing bis stirrups^ at which be w^s 
troubled^ in that it had befallen him at such 
a time. Howbeit, righting himself in his 
seat^ he resumed his place^ and saw that the 
doughty Platir advanced against him ; their 
spears brake^ and they met together shield 
and body ; Platir and his horse went to the 
ground^ and the other was dizzy with the 
shock. 

Tbe emperor was so amazed that he knew not 

well what to say ; Primaleon was as much so: 

some suspected that it was Palmerin, for 

from no other was such prowess to be ex* 

pected ; but satisfying themselves that it was 

not he^ they knew not what to think ; for 

that it should be him of th« Savage was not 

to be believed, because they knew that he 

remained in the king of England's coiirt* Sa 

that the more they were assured that it was 

neither of thescj the more they held it fox ft 

great thing that such feats should be at« 

efaieved by one unknown. And as they who 

had beca overthrown were among the best 

of the court, and those in whom there might 

have been most eonfidence, they lost All lio^ 
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tbatany one would now be able to arerthrov^ 
him ; for Estrelante^ Belisarte^ and Franciany 
had already jousted. And now when there 
were none to advance^ Pompided and Blan- 
didon happened to arrive. The emperor hav- 
ing afforded them a gracious welcome^ ac- 
cording to what they were, and the love 
wnich he bare them^ told them how the act- 
venture stood^ and requested that they would 
do their endeavour to free the passage for 
the lady Lionarda^ since there were no others 
from whom it could be expected. 

We will 'try our strength, answered Pom- 
pides, to serve your highness, but not with 
any belief that we can atchieve that wherein 
these renowned knights have failed. And 
no sooner had he uttered these words, than he 
gave the spurs to his horse against the strange 
knight, who came to meet him. And not to 
dwell for ever upon encounters, suffice it to say^ 
that Pompides and Blandidon went to keep 
the others company, he of the Ash Trees re- 
ceiving some reverses, and losing his stirrups. 

Then when he saw that there was no more to 
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be done, he took off his helmet, and clime 
unto the emperor to kiss his hand ; but 
wheii the emperor perceived that it was 
his grandson Florian, he was then as joy-» 
ful of his happy victory, as before he was 
aggrieved to see his knights so vanquished : 
yea, themselves did think it no dishonour 
to them to be overthrown hy him ; so that 
what they had before held as a disparage- 
ment, they now received contentedly. Flo- 
rian ' having kissed the hands of the em- 
peror and Primaleon, offered to do the 
like to the princess Lionarda ; but she see- 
ing one of such young years, to be ac- 
companied with such singular prowess, could 
not but in some degree yield him her good 
will and the freedom of her heart; howbeit 
with that grace and beauty with the which 
nature had endowed her, she received him 
with the best and most becoming words 
that could be. And he, though his liberty 
till then had been full hard to be subdued 
by amorous passions, felt himself then as- 
sailed by them, the presence of Lionarda 
being powerful in occasioning such ex- 
tremes. 
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The emperor seeing the passage free, said 
to the princess^ Ls^cly, he who kept the 
road against us, now leaves it open ; let 
us proceed before another niay impede it, 
though having such a champion on our 
side, I know not of whom we need stand 
in fear. 



159 



CHAPTER 109. 



■I 



When they were come into the city, they 
were received by the people marvellou* 
triumphantly, who presented many rare in« 
ventions, thinking thereby to please the em- 
peror, tboagh there were some who censured 
these rejoicings in a time of general grief, 
because of the imprisonment of king Polen- 
dos, Belcar, Onistaldo, and the other good 
knights who were in the power of the Turk. 
When they reached the palace, the empress, 
with Gridonia and Polinarda, came to receive 
Lionarda in the outer room of their apart- 
ments, treating her with courtesy as an 
eqnal, and showing to her all possible love 
and welcome; whereat she received great 
contentation, thinking that they which re- 
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t^cived her with siich ceremony at her first 
arrival, would continue to entreat her thus 
lioaourably. 



■^^ 



After the empress and Gridonia had ended 
their salutations, Polinarda next embraced 
he;r, holding in much her beauty and appear- 
ance. Whoso had then «een them could ill 
have determined whether there was any ad 
vantage between them. Each touched with 
«nyy at what she saw before her, feared that 
the person of the other might throw some 
4shade on her. But the sight of Lionarda 
greatly heightened Polinarda's love towards 
Palmerin, seeing that the faith with which 
lie served her was ^o sincere, that it could 
not be shaken by such an especial treasure, 
which he had won by so great pain and tra- 
vail. 

Sa holding one another hy the hand, they 
followed the empress into her chamber, 
where having seated themselves side by side, 
all who were present fixed their «y^s upon 
them to behold the perfection of nature. 
JFJorian having kissed the empress's hand. 
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who embraced him many times> in that 
be was the son of that daughter whom she 
had alway loved the best, would have done 
the same to . A^Npl^a,' but she would not 
suffer him, andrembraced him. From her 
he went to Polinarda^ to whom, kneeling 
upon one knee, he offered the same courtesy; 
but she taking him by the hand, said. This 
is the time^ sir Florian, when you should 
pay for the offence which you have this 
day given to the lady Lionarda, by hinder- 
ing her of the liberty of the way, if I did 
act persuade myself that you are able to 
make her recompence by your knightly ser- 
vice, for the fault. To which words he 
replied. The will to serve her, certes, I have, 
?uid though my power is but for little, 
yet if favoured by her, there is nothing 
which would be impossible to it. And that 
I may bear with me some confidence which 
will make me adventure any' thing, I be- 
seech you persuade the princess to accept 
me as hers. Polinarda replied. The prin- 
cess Lionarda shall gain so much in this, 
that I believe there is little to request. I take 
the hazard upon myself, and kiss her hand 
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for accepting you, to a favour vouchsafed to 
botli, I alone remaining bound for it. At 
all these words Lionarda remained silent and 
abashed^beiiig as yetsayoungin that house ; 
and she now turned to PoKnarda with this 
answer : Lady, you cannot wish or command 
me the thing standing with my honour, that 
I would be so forgetful of myself as not to 
perform it, and feel honoured therein. It is 
sufficient to make me receive this knigfat 
as mine, that he is brother to Palmerin, 
to whom I am so highly bound, and cousia 
to your highness, whom I so greatly de- 
sire to serve. If he conceit that this name 
can avail him in any thing, I consent that he 
take it; but one who performethsuch atchiev- 
ments, can have no need of any aid so trifling, 
to which he should attribute afterward the 
honour of his deeds. Polinarda was well 
pleased with this reply, as well to content the 
knight of the Savage, whom she much 
esteemed, as also to remove the suspicion she 
}iad of her singular beauty ; and to remove 
tnis fear, she would willingly have had lio- 
narda give her affections to him, that so she 
might be secure of Palmerin : for in these 
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cases' none are erer so secure as not to feel 
some discrust, floriaa thought so much of 
what had past, that be knew not how to con- 
tain himself for joy ; and rising up, be went 
to the emperor^ who called him, and who 
seeing the talk which be held with these 
ladies, suspected what it might be. And 
from thenceforward he determined in his 
own mind to marry him with Lionardaj 
thinking that such marriage would suit the 
deserts of both. PoUnarda begged that the 
princess might be her guest as long as she 
remained in the court ; and from this time 
these two lived and loved so entirely toge- 
ther, as the one could never be without the 
other's company ; and what occasion soever 
happened of secret sorrow or of joy, it was 
imparted to the other ; for this is true friend- 
ship, and where there is not this confidence^ 
that friendship cannot be called perfect. 

At length the emperor, accompanied with 
Borian, withdrew himself to his chamber, 
where he questioned with him about the 
king of England, and Don Duardos, and his 
dear daughter Flerida, desiring, if it might 
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he possible^ to see them before liis deathf 
which by reason of his great age he now daily 
expected. After he had communed with him 
about these things^ he gave orders that he 
should be lodged in the palace as he was 
wont to be. He of the Savage could not 
pass the night so quietly as he was accus- 
iComed^ ^the remembrance of Lionarda keep- 
ing him awhile from sleep. 

^n the next day, after mass, the emperor 
dined in the garden of Flerida with the em- 
press^ Gridonia, Polinarda^ and her guest, 
giving them the noblest banquet that ever 
was seen ; and well it was^ as that was to 
be the last. After that the tables were 
withdrawn^ there entered a damsel attired 
all in blacky with a head-dress of the same 
colour^ and two squires attending on her. 
Before she spake to the emperor, she kissed 
the hand of the empress, Gridonia, and Po- 
linarda, who embraced her, for that she 
knew her to be one who had been with Tar- 
giana, at such time as she was there abiding 
in the court ; then she went to the emperor 
to kiss his hand, but he withheld it, anf] re- 
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ccived her with his wonted courtesy, arid en- 
qnired of her concerning the welfare of her 
lady. Sir, said she, if I did not first offer 
obeisance to your highness, it was because 
I am sent to the lady empress with the bid- 
ding of the princess Targiana ; but as you 
ask how she fareth, it is so, that she hatii 
never come forth of her chamber since the 
day that Polendos, your' son, and the other 
princes and knights were committed to pri- 
son^ during alL which time, she hath not 
ceased grievously to weep and lament, inso- 
much as her beauty is marvellously changed. 
The Turk her father laboureth as much as 
may be to dissuade her from this mournful 
kind of life^ but all in vain* he wasteth his 
endeavour, for she hath said that she would 
never give over continual sorrow, until your 
knights were set at liberty. 

The Turk seeing his daughter's life in this 
extreme point, and that the grief which hath 
brought her to it can in no other way be 
remedied than by yielding to her desire, 
consents to exchange ihem for his son-in- 
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law, Albayzar^ whom they of Babylon iave 
requested of him, that they may enjoy him 
among them again : for this cause the Great 
Turk hath sent hither an ambassador^ who 
will be here either this day or to-morrow. 

And for that the princess Targianaremember- 
cth well the great honour you bestowed on 
her in your court, and doubteth that in this 
proposal there may be some secret guile ; she 
hath sent me to brihg these tidings unto the 
empress, in whose presence I have made yoa 
acquainted with that I had in charge, be- 
cause it toucheth you more than it doth any 
other person. She, knowing the old hatred 
Ivhich her father beareth towards you, which 
snade him seize your knights^ at a time when 
they deserved other guerdon, doih not hold 
this resolution to be so certain, but that per« 
adventure it cloaketb some design of farther 
revenge. And though she desire the liberty 
of Albayzar ber husband, above all other 
things in the world, she adviseth you not to 
deliver him till your knights are in full safety; 
that if any evil should chance afterwards^ 
shf may h^ without blame. 
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Certes^ damsel^ answered the emperor> I 
always believed that there was such virtue in 
the princess Targiana ; and though the ser- 
TJces which she received in my court were 
but small, I knew they were well bestowed. 
This advice which she gives me I hold in 
great esteem, nor indeed, could any thing 
else be expected from one of her royal con- 
dition; and I shall follow it, for as coming 
from such a person, and given with such in- 
tent, it is not to be rejected. When he had 
said this, the damsel went to Polinarda, to 
whom she had another me&sage, and having 
delivered it, she fixed her eyes upon Lio- 
narda ; when not knowing her, and seeing 
her rare and singular beauty, she asked Po- 
linarda if it were notMiraguarda, for whom 
Albayzar was vanquished. 

{t is not, answered Polinarda ; this lady is the 
princess of Thrace, whom Palmerin disen- 
chanted. I ]£now now who she is, said the 
damsel, for I have not forgotten the adventure 
of the cup y and in truth, if Palmerin rejected 
luch surpassing beauty and so great a realm> 
greatly i&sbe bound unto him, for whose sake 
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he hath undervalued them. But then Poll* 
narda^ desirous to move her from talking on 
that matter^ because she would fain not re- 
member how greatly she was bound, asked 
her many questions concerning Targiana 
But at this time tidings were brought to the 
emperor, that the ambassador of the Turk 
was arrived ; upon^which he sent the chiefest 
princes and knights of his court to meet 
him, and waited when he was to receive 
him. The damsel then took her leave, having 
to proceed to see Albayzar, and she promised 
Polinarda, who would not otherwise have 
suffered her to depart so soon, to return by 
Constantinople. 

The emperor desired her to present the mes- 
sage of his good will to king Recindos, 
as also to Albayzar ; and after that he had 
bestowed divers rich and costly gifts on her, 
dismissed her. The ambassador of the Turk 
was received, not as he were an enemy, but 
as became him to whom he was sent ; and in 
sooth, though these things were thanklessly 
^received, yet none could deny them theis 
value, nor that they proved that sucli hu-i 
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manity, virtue, and greatness of mind were 
to be found in only the emperor Palmerin, 
who received even his very enemies with 
love. 

The ambassador having entered the city, 
surrounded by such noble chivalry, dis- 
mounted at the gate of the garden, where 
the enaperor then was. Being in his pre- 
sence, after he had glanced around at the 
things which amazed him, he somewhat in* 
clined his head, displaying in that gesture 
less courtesy than pride and presumption ; 
but the emperor, however he disesteemed 
such contempt, spake unto him and received 
him with a glad semblance, as he was ever 
wont to do. The Moor then delivered into 
his hands a letter sealed with a seal of 
gold, hanging by a cord of green silk. The 
emperor having viewed the tenor thereof> 
said, he perceived it was his credentials: 
on the morrow, if he pleased, he might deli- 
ver his embassage, and might now go take 
his rest. 

Sir, he replied^ this business is not of a pa^ 
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tufe wWch will allow of rest, nor can 1 take 
it till I have said that with which T am come : 
when I have received your answer I will 
go rest in mine own tents, without the walls ; 
for if I should do otherwise, the Turk my 
lord would peradvenlure be displeased. The 
emperor replied. Do what you imagine con- 
venient in your own conceit ; I should not 
for mine own part be any whit aggrieved if 
an ambassador of mine, being with the Turk, 
accepted his hospitality, so being that he 
fulfilled his duty in the charge committed to 
him. Sir, said the Turk, letting these things 
pass, I sayj^ you well know that an hundred 
knights of your court are held as prisoners 
by the Turk, among whom are your son, Po- 
leados, and Belcar, and Onistaldo,*with others 
of equal count. And though my lord the 
Turk hath received some injuries from your 
vassals, which he might well revenge by 
putting these prisoner* to death, never- 
theless, to witness his noble nature, he is 
content, at the earnest entreaty of his daugh- 
ter, to give them their lives, and to restore 
them in change for his son-in-law Albayzar, 
who is kept prisoner in the court of the king 
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ftf- Spain, by the commandment of Mira* 
guarda. For this you are to thank the prin- 
cess Targiana, who with many tears obtained 
it; otherwise your knights would never have 
been released until you had sent him the 
knight of the Savage Man, who stole the 
princess away. 

Certcs, replied the emperor, I confess my- 
self greatly bound to the princess Targianai. 
%nd next to her to Miraguarda ; for had she 
not laid hold of Albayzar, and there ha4 
been only the virtue of the Turk to trust to, 
I well see how the matter would have ended 5 
for I would never have delivered up to hiva^ 
the knight of the Savage Man, though 
all the world should have perished. HoW'* 
beit, I am content with the proposed ex- 
change ; but 1 know not what security is to 
be given me that 1 need| iiot doubt its per^ 
formance. 

The n^anner in which i^ must b^ orderedji 
replied the ambassador, is, that every thing 
be trusted to the truth of my loi^d the Turk, 
Yoi|r highness must release Albayzar, axu^ ht 
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will send yon your knights. I know not what 
better security can be given than this that 
is proposed by the Turk, whom nothing 
could tempt to falsify his faith. 

The emperor leant upon his hand^ and 
paused awhile^ thinking what answer he 
should make ; but he of the Savage^ being 
better acquainted with this race^ and feariog 
least the goodness of the emperor should in- 
duce him to trust those who were not to be 
trusted^ rose and said^ Sir> in so clear a mat- 
ter what need is there to hesitate for a reply ? 
Let your majesty remember why he detain- 
eth your knights in prison^ and you shall 
well perceive the trust you ought to repose 
in him ; and if you rely upon Albayzar's vir* 
tue^ I must remember you^ how, not acting 
^s might have been expected from such a 
person^ he stole the shield of Miraguarda 
from Dramuziando, who defended it. My 
opinion is^ that if king Recindos hath hi- 
therto kept watch upon him^ be should watch 
him yet more warily from henceforth ; for 
in this manner the safety of yoilr knights will 
be certain^ and in any other I hold it very 
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doubtful* If the Turk or his ambassador aajjf 
that this which hath been proposed proceeds 
froQi his Yirtueand royal inclination^ I knoMT 
that it proceeds from necessity ; for the sub- 
jects of Albayzar require him so, to do for 
thgjteliveranc? of their lord. Knight^ re-? 
phed the aniba^sador^ noyv 1 know^ thee ! and 
if the bidding on Tvhich 1 come did not pre- 
Yent me fronx taking arms^ I would not fiasil 
to make thee jcnow^ wi^h what reverence 
thou ouglitesttp entertain the unreproveable 
word of the Turk. But there will yet pome 
a time when tho.u shalt pay for this^; and for 
the rest of thy deserts. Little contented 
should I be^ replied he of the S^vage^ to do 
|>attle with you, for where so little would be 
gained as in conquering yoUj, so, much ought 
not to b^ risqued, as the waste of time upon 
things so insignificant. At this the emperor 
held out the sceptre which he held in his 
handy to th^ end it should proceed no further, 
being somewhat inwardly sorry for what Flo- 
lian had said; ^though he esteemed well of his 
counsel^ and was minded to pursue it. Then 
turning to the ambassador, he said. You ought 
^o^ to be offended^ when my knights assist 
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me with their good adyice in a matter of 
such weight, and especially Florian^ who is 
my grandson, and whom it so nearly touch- 
eth. I will believe that the truth of the 
Turk ought to be regarded as the best secu- 
rity in the world ; but inasmuch as the grater 
number of the prisoners, by reason of what 
hath past, would not be satisfied therewith, I 
dare not give you the reply which you desire. 
And though I were so to doj^ king Recindos 
of Spain, I know, would not so willingly 
consent with me, whose sou is amongst the 
princes as a prisoner, and who. hath Albayzar 
in his power: wherefore give the Turk to 
understand, that when he shall have sent 
me home my imprisoned knights, then I will 
send him Albayzar ; and if it be not suffici- 
ent assurance to him that I say this, I give 
him as security his own daughter, the lady 
Targiana, who will make answer for me^ for 
the knowledge she hath of me ; and as she 
winneth or losetb more than any other per- 
son in this matter, having her husband pri- 
soner, she will not refuse the terms. This is 
my reply. 
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Sir, replied the ambassador^ I know that 
sometimes ill counsels pervert good inten- 
tions^ and thus it is with you. I shall de« 
part^ since there is nothing more to be done. 
You will do as pleasetb you. As for the lady 
Targiana^ she I know will adventure her 
life to do your will ; which she should not 
do, because you retain in your house him 
who did so great disservice to her father. 
Iq so doing, said the emperor, he did good 
service to me^ inasmuch as thereby I.have 
gained her friendship. I pray you on my be- 
half, and with my hearty commendation^; 
kiss her princely hand, and tell her she 
hath power to dispose of me^ in any thing 
she taketh pleasure to e^iploy me^ 

The. ambassador made promise to fulfil hi» 
commands, and took his leave little content 
with the success of bis embassy, because ita 
deceU had been frustrated. The emperor^ 
after his departure, sate and conferred with 
his knights, well pleased with the course 
which had been taken, and still more with 
Miraguarda^ who had been the cause c aU« 
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CHAPTER ua 



* I 



The next day> after the am4>a^sadQr wa$ de- 
parted in the afternoon^ as the emperor sate 
accompanied with divers and sundry of his 
princes^ lordsj^ and knigbtSj be. percme^ to 
^nter the great ball^ an aged man, so much 
weakened and qver-spent with yeare; as it 
fseemed he. was ready to £aU to the earth. 
He seemed a person of som^ authority^ and 
bis goodly grey lockSj^ and his long n^ilk-. 
white beard^ might have obtained belief for 
any thing which from ^u^h a $eem1y and 
fatber^ik^ man proceeded. All turned their 
eyes npon bim to bear bis d^nand. Wbei^ 
]|^e was come before the emperor, he stooped 
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down to kiss his hand ; but he not suffering 
this, assisted him to rise, and asked of hiia 
what he would have. 

Sir, said this aged man, with a voice so faint 
and low as very hardly could be understood^ 
for that your court is always so fortunate as 
to entertain noble and adventurous knights, 
who are ever ready to succour them that be 
destitute, t have good hope that they will 
not refuse to afford me their aid, in deliver- 
ing me out of the great affliction whereinto 
by misfortune I am brought. These heavy 
and sad speeches he accompanied with such 
abundance of tears^ as seemed sufficient to 
give colour to what he said. I beseech your 
highness, said he, that with that royalness of 
mind wherewith you ever assist the unhappy, 
you would at this time aid me in an injury 
the most great and grievous that ever n^an 
endured. But because the matter is of such 
a nature that I cannot say more "withou^ 
great danger, I pray you to bestow on me 
the knight in whom you have most con$» 
dence, and 1 will bring him into the place 
where he may not c^nly remedy my sorrow. 
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butabo atchieve such rare renown^ as per- 
adventure he hath not yec attained. .The 
emperor replied. Good sir, albeit in guch 
affairs, no person ought lightly to be 
trusted, yet such is the pity which I take 
to see your tears, and great old age, that 
it. maketh me depart somewhat from my 
wonted way ; for I do not think there can 
be deceit in those grey hairs. This knight 
which you see standing by me is called Flo- 
pan of the Desert : some name him the 
Isnight of the Savage Man, he is my grand* 
son, and one in whom I put the greatest 
trust; let him accompany you upon this 
/danger, the greater it is;, the oiore you 
will need l^im. 

The aged man, seeing the marvellous couih 
tesy of the emperor, fell down before him, and 
would have kissed his feet, saying, It is not 
in vain I see, most famous emperor, that your 
surpassing bounty is so blazed abroad. The 
uttermost I have heard in its commendation, 
bath rather been sparing speech, than suffi- 
cient. He of the Savage kissed the emperor's 
hand for having charged him with the adven* 
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ttire, and as the old man urged him to be 
gone anned himself presently, and depart- 
ed from the court in such great haste as 
he had not leisure to take leave of the 
empress and his other friends. 

The emperor fell into questioning with the 
knights of his court, if any of them did know 
that ancirnt man ; but not one of them all 
couJd report of whence, or what he was. 
Primaleon marvelled at the trust which he 
had reposed in him, not knowing first what 
thejadventure was. That same day Beroldo, 
the prince of Spain, Platir, Blandidon, Pom- 
pide% Graciano, Polinardo, Roramonte, 
Albanis, Don Rosuel, and the other re- 
nowned knights who were present, departed 
to follow Florian, for that they feared least 
any evil should happen to him, under the 
guileful dealings of this aged man. 

With tbia the court remained desolate, and 
the emperor, perturbed in mind, fearing 
some sinister chance. He of the Savage 
rode on, in the company of his aged guide, 
all the remainder of the day, and all night. 
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tiB toward day-break, when they let their 
horses feed, and took a little rest ; but the 
old man> to whom all repose was irksome, 
made him presently mount again. When 
the day was far spent they came in sight of 
a castle, on the top of n rock, a strong 
and goodly fortress in the eyes of them that 
did behold it, at the foot whereof a^ river 
of much water had its course ; there was no 
ford, and they must cross it in a little boat, 
wherein two men could hardly pass at one 
time. The old man alighted from his horse, 
and said. You see, sir knight, if we venture 
ourselves together in this little boat we 
should expose ourselves to needless danger, 
from which it behoves me especially to save 
you, that you may be reserved for that 
whereto I am conducting you, wherefore I 
pray you that you will alight, and you for 
the most security shall pass over alone ; then 
your squire and I will come one after ano- 
ther, and bring with us the horses; otherwise 
the peril is certain, and the passage doubtful. 
It is so much more fitting, replied he of the 
Savage, to err by the advice of one whose 
long age hath had experience of many things, 
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than to do right by that of those who have 
had none> that were there no other reason I 
would follow your counsel ; especially as 
there seetneth no other remedy: though in 
this haste with which you make me travel I 
am sorry to find so slow a passage. At these 
words he dismounted^ and entered into the 
little boat, bidding the boatman row across ; 
but scantly had he attained the middle of 
the water, when suddenly such a black and 
ugly cloud overshadowed him that he lost, 
sight of those on land, and they of him, 
which when .the squire perceived, he was 
about to leap into the water to follow his 
lord ; but as he was in this desperate intent, 
he espied a great hill before him, covered 
with snow, which seemed to rise between' 
him and his master. Upon this he turned to 
the old man, but he was gone, he knew not. 
how; then the squire knew that the tears 
which this ftged man shed in the presence of 
the emperor, were to no other end but only 
to shadow the treason which he went about. 
So there he stood musing a great while, and . 
after he had canvassed out a thousand ima- 
ginations, he concluded to se^ch his master 
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ftboQi all those parts^ and if it ^ere notina 
fortune to find bim^ he would then return te 
the emperor's court to make known the un^ 
fortunate loss^ to the end^ that his frieni 
might take upon them to go in quest of himj 

When he of the Savage bad past the rivei 
the cloud which before had covered him, re- 
mained upon the boat and concealed it froi 
his sight. But as nothing could make hi ml 
fear, though he was well aware that here 
there was spmethifig to be feared, he began 
to advance himself towards the castle, everj 
thing being clear on that side ; the rock was 
high and troublesome to climb, and the ar- 
mour be had on being weighty withal, he 
was constrained to rest himself three or four 
times by the way, bo that it was night before 
be reached the top. 
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Then the castle gates were opened, and four 
damsels came out with lighted torches, who 
took him between them and led him in ; and 
as they were fair women, and received him 
with courteous welcome, and he was well 
inclined to disport with such companions^ 
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b^«wenl irt gladly, never rem^ttibering dart-* 
ger, nor deeming that there could be any. 
Sometimes he fixed his eve^ on one, some- 
tii^efs on ainother, his inclination leading hiiir 
W all, as^ is natural to men of so free a con- 
dition. Thus talking with them, he entered 
the castle court, which was pa^^ed with blaclc 
stoBies, and from thence ascended to a: large? 
and ill-built haH, made after the ancient? 
mahiie^r, ^here a damsel -cam^ to receive 
him, who W£^ atcompanied by other darned 
^nd damsels. She wae of giantly appear-^' 
sWce not only in height of statare, but aflsc/ 
ia the greatness of her limbs, for all was iti^ 
proportion ; about the age of sixteen, ugly, 
and yet withal graceful; in the dress andf 
idomm^hts of her person; of much manne*^ 
and gaiety. She approached the knight of 
the Savage and took him by the hand, re- 
ceiving him with as honourable a. welcome 
as could be shewn to the person in whose^ 
hand was her life's remedy, and led him into^ 
a chamber of the same fashion^ as the ha^ly 
andhung with' rich tapestky* 

He of the Savage then took c^ hh hdm^^ 
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and being somewhat heated with the ascent^ 
he appeared so fair a person, that the lady 
could not help resenting an amorous incli- 
Bation towards him ; wherea^ she was greatly 
pflFended with herself that she should feel 
such weakness in her towards a man who 
had done her so much evil. With this in- 
dignation^ and calling her strong heait to aid, 
she subdued that first emotion, and feigning 
words to content him and dissemble hatred, 
said. Sir Knight,, my heart till now hath 
slways been troubled, for a grievouH injury 
which hath been done me, whereof I had no 
hope to be revenged : now that I have you, 
xnethinks I have all. I pray you that you 
will now go rest yourself, for your travel doth 
require some ease — to-morrow I will recite 
the cause wherein I stand in need of you. 

Lady, replied he of the Savage, fixing his 
eyes upon her, if I ever at any time thought 
myself indebted to any one, most especially 
^o I feel bound to him that conducted me 
hither ; for that it should be my good fortune 
to do you any service I account of so great 
honour, that it grieves me my life should be 



Qf'-no greaiev value than it is^ to hazard it iii 
anyp^riLfor your sak^^ tbough in sooth >^ 
the greatest peril which coultl betide me ! 
see present^ and hold all others as little^ 
when compared with it. 

The lady, who was little pleased with such, 
language, said in reply : Now, sir, it is late ; 
sup, aod retire to rest ; in the morning we 
will discourse of what is to be done ; and/ 
then she took leave with all the courtesy 
which hatred and deceit could feign, aiwi left 
him and went to her apartment. 

The knight of the Savage remained well 
contented, seeing how well she had suffered 
his speeches ; hoping that thus, by little and 
litde, he should • compass his desires; for' 
though the damsel was not a fair woman, 
yet the disposition of her person, the form 
of her limbs, the greatness of her body, and 
lier singular grace and air, made him affect 
her, thinking that if he might have a son' 
hy her, .Be would needs.be capable of great 
tbiogs. With these thoughts he seated him- 
sdf at the table, where he was served by the 
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damsels that gave him entertainment at the 
castle gate: one among them, who served 
him with the cup, was so much fairer than 
tlie rest, that she presently made him forget 
the lady of the castle, it being his way al- 
ways to love her who was present. So talk- 
ing with her and with the others, the supper 
past; and that being done they led him into 
a rich and well concerted bed-chamber, 
where they all assisted him to undress ; and 
at last when they took their leave,' she who 
bad served the cup approached him, saying. 
Sir Knight, if time and place did not pre- 
vent, you should well perceive the good will 
I have to serve you ; but since at present I 
c^n do no more, receive from me this ring, 
a jew^l which I greatly esteem, and let it be 
the pledge of another which I desire to give 
you, of fay greater value. 

So cQncludiqg, she left the ring in his hand^ 
and not attending answer, departed after 
the other damsels. He remained well pleased 
'with this language, and when he had lain 
down put the ring on one of his fingers on 
bis left hand ; but incoQtinei^tly he was de- 
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prived of all sense^ for the ring had heen 
made for this purpose^ and there was a stone 
in it of such virtue, that he could not reco- 
ver his senses till it were taken ofF.^ Imme- 
diately Arlanza, for so the damsel giantess 
was called who was the lady of the rest, came 
with them all into the chamber ; and seeing 
him in this mortal plight^ she said, Methinks, 
my friends, our journey is not in vain ; 
henceforward my mother Colambar may 
live contented, having it in her power to 
take such full revenge and satisfaction for 
the death of her sons Bracolan and Baleato, 
^d Calfurnio and Camboldam also^ all my 
brethren. Then she cast her eyes upon him, 
and seeing how young he was, said, Certes I 
know not how such feats can have been per- 
formed in such tender years, nor can 1 be- 
lieve it possible, unless the favour of the 
gods had been on his side : nor is this to be 
doubted, for the nature of this man, accord- 
ing to his beauty, is conformable to theirs ; 
wherefore I believe he hath some affinity with 
them ; and I could pardon him if the injury 
which he hath done me were any thing less 
than it is. But who could reseat so little the 
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death of four such brethren, and the joy? 
which my mother and theirs will receive, at 
seeing in her power the slayer of her sons? 
Of a truth, old hatred and present love, 
arising from the sight of bis beauty, were at 
that hour struggling within her. And^though' 
love had on its side her green youth and the 
presence of Florian, yet long hatred, and 
the blood of' her brethren which was then 
present to her memory, prevailed. And as 
women for the most part, when they have 
once determined upon a thing are eager to 
put it in effect, she would without delay have 
given orders to cut off- his head'; but at this 
time the old man came in, and dissuaded her 
from this intent, saying. There is nothing, 
lady, now to fear; this knight is in your 
power ; do not let the pleasure of bis death 
be yours alone, but reserve it for your mo- 
ther, and deprive not her of the joy slie 
will take in seeing him die that halh cut off 
the flowers of her honourable lineage; lei us 
embark' hi0i for the island, and deliver him to 
her alive as he is,that she may determine how 
i^d in what manner he shall die, as her grief 
and passion may teach her. 
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Albeit my mind was otherwise bent, answered 
Arlanza, yet I will follow your counsel ; where- 
fore I desire you early in the morning to see 
that the ship be ready, for my heart will not 
suffer me to be at rest in this business. Hav- 
ing thus determined, they left him senseless 
in the chamber, lying at the mercy of his 
enemies, far from knowing his danger, and 
still farther from being able to remedy it. 
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CHAPTER llU 



The history saith, that Colambar, the mo- 
ther of the giants} Bracolan and Baleato^ 
whom he of the Savage slew in Ireland, as 
hath been before related, as she had no other 
sons, and loved these with the perfect love 
of a mother, when she was certified of their 
death, made no shew of sorrow, as women 
commonly are wont to do, but with a manly 
heart concealed so great a grief, being de- 
termined alway to seek all ways of ven- 
geance which time and chance might offer. 
With this determination, she cast about in 
her mind a thousand devices to accomplish 
it ; but when she could find none which 
seemed effectual, she applied for help to an 
old knight, who had been bred up by the 
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giant her husband^ and now lived in another 
island, in whom she trusted to find good 
eounsel : for beside being full of experience 
by reason of his years, he was by nature 
wise, crafty, and also something of a magi- 
cian. When Aliiernao^ as he was called, saw 
Colambar, he was moved to take compassion 
on her, and promised to help her. in any 
thing he could to take revengement on the 
knight of the Savage Man, whom he knew 
by his art to be in the court of Constanti- 
nople ; whereupon he said. Madam, if so he 
it shall like you to follow my counsel, I dare 
promise to make you contented. She replied, 
I would not have come to you from so farofT^ 
if i had not persuaded myself on your virtue 
and assured friendship, being altogether mind*^ 
ed to follow your counsel. Then^ lady, said 
Alfemao, you shall perceive what a platform 
I have laid. The knight of the Savage Man 
is at this present in the court of the emperor 
of Greece, his grandfather, where he ia 
grown so amorous in love, that he intendeih 
not to depart of a long time from Constan- 
tinople ; yet is he so haughty minded, that 
ao adventure can offer which be will not 
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lightly accept* I will go to the court, and 
there prostrating myself before the emperor, 
in speeches very sad and pitifully couched, 
and with many tears, I will earnestly request 
him to succour me in affairs of great danger, 
whereout it is impossible for me to escape, or 
help myself, without the aid of one of his best 
knights, even he that is esteemed the hardi- 
est amongst them alL I will desire that 1 
may have no other, but only him. This re- 
quest I know he will not deny me, shadowing 
my intent with such behaviour of virtue as 
I can well enough ; and he of the Savage 
will, I believe, of his own courage offer him- 
self; but though the emperor should give 
me another, I will so manage as to have him: 
and having once gotten him, I will conduct 
him to a castle which is upon the frontiers of 
Greece and Hungary ; but your daughter, 
the lady Arlanza, must be there, and I will 
tell him that the succour which I have im- 
plored is for her; and when he is in the 
castle, we will so dqvise.that one of her dam- 
sels, shall put into his hand your ri«g of 
sleep, which the lady Arlanza shall take 
with her for that purpose ; and when he is 
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overcome by it, and deprived of all sense 
and all strength, we will bring him to you, 
to receive such due reward as you shall 
think yourself contented withal. 

My friend Alfernao, replied Colambar, I 
Itnew well that the remedy of my sorrows, and 
the vengeance for my children, lay altogether 
in you : this which you offer is so great a 
thing, that I know not wherewith to repay 
you ; and since such true loyalty cannot be 
requited as it deserves, I beseech you accept 
for guerdon the true desire which you know 
I have to be grateful. I consent to what you 
propose, believing that such perfect prudence 

cannot do anything amiss. 

< 

Then she presently prepared a ship, wherein 
her daughter was embarked, accompanied 
witti four damsels and as many knights, the 
wind and sea serving them so well, as in few 
days they took landing not Tar from ^ the 
castle, in which the ancient knight Alfer* 
nao left her with her company, and took his 
way to the court of the emperor of Greece ; 
from whence^ by the subtle means you have 
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tieard, he'brought him of the SavAgc. Notr 
then ta return : That night being past, on 
the foUqwing mornings as soon as it was 
break of day, they put their prisoner in a 
litter, fearing lest he might be seen and 
Inown of any, and carried him to the port 
where tlieir ship was awaiting them. Then 
having embarked, the mariners hoisted their 
sails, and having a pleasant gale of wind, 
they committed themselves to the mercy of 
the seas, well contented that they had sped 
80 well, and taken their prize* 

Here the history Icaveth him, and returneth 
to his squire, who, when he had lost his 
master, and perceived the deceit which had 
been wrought him, took the way to Constan- 
tinople, not meeting any person all that day 
from, whom he could enquire any thing. On 
the next day, As he passed over a forest, he 
perceived a kfcight come forth from under 
the trees, where he had that night slept ; he 
was richly armed, having in his shield, which 
was borne by bis squirfe, a golden tyger in 
a field of vert ; whereupon he presently rode 
to the squire^ whom when, he beheld, he 
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knew that it was Selviam, and the knig&t 
Icfore bim to be Palmeria of England : 
forthwith be went to him, with the tears 
trickling down bis cheeks^ and said^ Sir^ 
albeit the news 1 have to declare unto you 
of your brother Florian be not such as I 
would they were, yet do I rejoice to re- 
late them to you, rather tban to any other 
person, being persuaded that it is in yon to 
lemedy all misfortimes. Then discooFsedf 
be the whole circumstance of the matrerj 
Palmerin told hiin to bring him presenily ttf 
the place; he being grievously pasaioniate^ 
as. well for. the mishap which had befallea 
his brother, as also for the interrnptiaD o& 
])is jonrney to CoBstantinoplei to which^ 
place his earnest affection called him : in^ 
this, troubled static of mind,, he followed? 
the. squire, osiiig as speedy dtiligemee asjt 
might be, for fgar of what might happen to» 
bis brother ; and they airivoi on the nexlh 
day about even tidie, in sight of the- castl€?y 
aod enteied- the \itaUey .throogh which they 
river ran . This, si r,. saids the' sq uipe, is- the un- 
lucky place where 1 lost the knight of the S»-t 
Tage Man, pay nobletmaster. Cursed, qwoth b*' 
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•f the Tyger, may they be that were the first 
inventors of enchantments, which have 'been 
the overthrow qf many a good and hardy 
knight^ and ba|Ve made wretches and cowards 
to triumph in their misfortune. 

Then they came down to the river, where 
they could find neither boat nor boatman. 
So they went along by the river-side, till 
they came to a place where the water 
parted into two channels, which presently 
joined again, leaving an islet in the midst. 
As he of the Tyger was about to try the 
ford, a knight called out to him from the 
odier side, who wore over his armour skins 
of wild beasts which he had slain, and a 
hunting sword suspended by a belt of the 
same* Sir Palmerin, said he, do not think of 
passing here, the water is deep and the 
bottom strong. Proceed higher up the river, 
and I will shew you a better ford. At 
this Palmerin stayed his horse, to think 
what he should do ; but noting the knight 
well, be perceived that it was his- brother 
Baliarte. Then, not acquainting the squires 
with this, he dismissed Florian's, who was 
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no longer n&cessmyy anxl whose preBeni^e 
was a nestraint upon him^ bidding him g<a 
ta the emperor's courts and wait there, 
where ha should sooner hear t-idiags of hi^ 
master thaa in aiay other place.: 

The squire wx>«ld have gladly kept hkn< 
company, but he would in no wise suffer 
him; so, he went his way, and he of the 
Tyger went up the valley, till in a. small 
tijoxe be came to a plajQe where the river 
spread itself widely over the shore, and he' 
of the Skins^ called out to him to cro»s> 
for he would find no better ford. And 
though that was the safest place of pas^ 
s^ge, yet the horses Mere sometimes fain 
to swim.; but having past the force of the 
stream, theygaiqed to the other side with 
little diflBcuUy, and the knight of the Skins 
ofiered to take his horse from him of 
the Tj^er, who. must needs dismount to 
dry. himself. But he, who would not per«: 
mit himself to be treateil with this courtesy^ 
leapt oiF, and took him in his arms, saying> 
Who would have thought, sir brother, in 
such a time of need> and in so uncertain an 
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adventure^ to find so good a guide ! Now 
do I lose all fear, not thinking that Florian 
my brother can ruii any risk in this land, 
seeing you are here. Sir, answered Daliarte, 
though your heart teaches you to make little 
account of danger, this is not one of those 
things which are to be Ughtly accounted, for 
the knight of the Savage Man is in great and 
certain peril of his life, and his preservation 
is full doubtful. I have been so unlucky in 
this business, that when I arrived here, he 
was already earned away by the strangest 
adventure in the world ; and as by my art 
I attained to theknowledgeof all, and there- 
by knew that his squire would bring you to 
this castl^, I chose to wait for you, because 
without me you could have had no informa- 
tion concerning him. Then he said, how, 
three or four days ago, when he was study- 
ing his books, it came into his mind to look 
for news of him and of the knight of the 
Savage, hnd how he had discovered that an 
old man had beguiled that knight from the 
emperor's court; and with that he told 
him all, even as it had come to pass* 



199 

It seems then, quoth the knight of the Tygcr, 
that itis needless to go to the castle, or to make 
any tarriance here, and that we should make 
for the Profound Island without delay. But 
I fear me, the hindrances which are thrown 
in one's way at such a time as this, and the 
length of voyage, may give occasion for some 
evil ; and if that should betide, I know not 
what after-contentment could console me for 
so great a sorrow. Sir, said Daliarte, this 
is not a thing which must be left for any ad- 
venture which chance could offer ; for if the 
knight of the Savage should be lost, it would 
be the greatest loss in the world, and a grief 
which would extend to many. There let us 
go seek him, without resting, you by one 
way, I by another ; and he who arrives 
first venture his life for him, that by one 
danger we may save another. I well knew, 
replied he of the Tyger, that from so 
brave a heart and so excellent a judgment 
as yours, nothing could proceed but en- 
couragement and good counsel for those 
who stand in need thereof. Let us do as 
you say. So they travelled along the val- 
ley till they came to a place where the 
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TQ^ <Jivide4 into two, and then they separ*' 
;ited> a? sQrrpwful as the mishap of the knight 
gf th^ Savage made them ; for love wbea i( 
¥ great, always QQcasiauetb great fi^ar. 
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CHAPTER 112. 



After the knight of the Tyger had parted 
from the sage Daliarte, he rode on all day 
and all night, for his trouble would not let him 
rest; and hecause bishorseatlast, what with 
the weariness of travelling, and the weight of 
his armour, could go no farther, he took 
Selviam's, which was in a state to hold out 
something longer, saying to him, Selviam, 
my friend, thou seest the fortune to which 
my life is offered, and as this horse can carry 
me no longer, I beseech thee go unto the 
nearest port of the sea thou canst find, and 
there take shipping to the Profound Isle, 
which in times past belonged to the giant 
Bravorante, father to Calfurnio, and there 
thou wilt find news of me, if the weather doth 
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»ot impede my voyage. If perad venture the 
news should be bad, go thea to Constanti- 
nople, and say to the lady Polinarda, that 
though in losing my iife my sorrows would 
have their end, yet would that be no joy 
to me, for my true contentment consisted in 
no other thing than in the remembrance 
that I endured them for her sake ; and with 
that thought I was able to put to flight all 
fears which love or occasion presented to 
me^. But now, if dieath should deprive me 
of that good which I enjoy in. life, t knqw 
not what consolation it would kave. I sbotiW- 
bear with me the recollection of those sor- 
rows with the which I was contented, and* 
endure worse in thinking that I. bad lost 
them; Howbeit, if in the other world wtf 
i^^tatn the remembrance of what we have 
left in this, I will support myself till I shall 
see her ther(5 ; for uiy soul cah enjoy tio J)e*>! 
feet rest while it is not sustained by the co»-' 
tempJation of her essence. Aiid if souls be- 
permitted then to serve each other, mine 
shall wait for her ; — if it be otherwise, and- 
th^re b^ no svich custom, I will make it so; 
S!>x to so excessive a p^siion, this excess ought 
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to be allowed* Now because my h^art prcM- 
sageth greater perils in this journey than I 
have ever yet gone through^ and I know not 
how it may please fortune to dispose of me, 
I beseech thee, if this should be my end, 
serve thou my lady from that time forth, 
with the same faith and love wherewith thoa 
hastalway served me, and expect from her 
the guerdon which I cannot give thee, and 
the thought whereof troubles me ; for affec- 
tion so loyal, and faith so tried and proved, 
and services of such long time, ought not t<y 
be recompensed by leaving thee only my 
wishes for thy requital. It cannot however 
be but that she should bestow favours and 
honours upon thee^ remembering what she 
owes to me, and what I owe unto you. Even 
if it should be otherwise, do not repine at 
doing my will till you see that she marries, 
and another enjoys the meed of my labours, , 
the thought which of all others makes me re-* 
sent death, the most« 

These words broil ght with them tears, in tes^ 
timony of what he felt ;. and though none of 
lus secret thoug^s w«r^. fadddea .from Sel'* 
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viam, yet he would £aia not have betrayed 
such weakness at a time when he had need 
of all his courage; and therefore setting spurs 
to the horse, he departed without waitiug 
for reply. But Selviam seeing him thus de- 
part, and remembering whither he went, and 
bow little he would regard any thing in the 
world for the preservation of his brotlier^ 
and how doubtful tliat was, his heart was so 
overpowered with sorrow, that he fell sense* 
less upon the ground. After a while, when that 
pas!$ion had abated, fecovering, be began 
his way ; and as the weakness of his horiie 
made it slow travelling, being almost is 
despairof effecting the journey, he ali^ted 
and took the reins, to lead him and give him 
some relief. He had not proceeded far, be- 
fore he saw two knights come across from 
the left, whom he knew by their arms to be 
Beroldo and Platir, and called out to them 
to wait for him. They presently knew him, 
and seeing him in that plight, and bathed in 
tears, asked him in fear, what the cause might 
be : then he discovered to them what had 
befallen the knight of the Savage, and how 
he of the Tyger was gone to give him succour; 
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but according to what was known of the Iand> 
if be arrived there alone it would be a miracle 
if he escaped. Selviam, replied Plaiir, the 
^ood fortune of your lord is so accustomed 
to atchieve the impossible, that I do not think 
he will fail here : we have seen things^whereof 
other men have despaired^ appear trifling in 
his hands. I always thought ill of the ad- 
venture on which the knight of the Savage 
left the court ; but the fear which I enter- 
tained for his life is gone, now that I know 
who is gone to succcfflir him. Nevertheless 
we will follow him to see the end, for if any 
mishap should befall^ it would not be well 
that any one should b^ without his part 
therein. Come you on as well as you can, 
and embark as soon as you can, as we will 
all do. With these words they both took 
leave of him, and rode on faster than when 
he met them. 

Now the history saith, that the knight of the 
Tyger, after he departed from Selviam, made 
such dispatch of way, as at length he came 
to a little town by the sea coast, where he 
freighted a Venetian galley, which had beea 
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waiting foe freight some days; and havii>g 
got on board with nothing but his arms^ 
took his way to the island of ColambaTy 
which was much famed abroad^ by reason of 
the giants who formerly possessed the same ; 
for no vessel whatsoever might take landing 
there during the time these giants lived, not 
only because their lives would have been in 
danger, but also because the duties which 
they levied were insupportable. Now as 
there was but little wind, this being the be« 
ginning of summer, they rowed along shore; 
but on the third day the wind arose s^ ex- 
treme and violent, that in the midst of wia- 
' " - .■ 

ter it coidd not be more rigorous; so that 
they were driven to take shelter in a bay, 
where divers other ships, being glad to 
avoid the troublesome tempest, bad. taken 
anchor; in one of these ships was the sa^e 
Daliarte, who had been driven in by the 
same storm ; and this delay doubled their 
fear for him of the Savage. Nevertheless, 
Daliarte represented to him that the same 
wind whiqb delayed them upon, hia rescue, 
must , needs impede those who jivere carrying 

bim away ; aad so peradYcaturc they migbt 
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«!}• at the same time reach the island of Co-if 
lam bar. This reasoning somewhat com- 
forted the knight of the Tyger. The tem- 
pest endured ali that day ; on the next it 
was clean abated, and he left the galley, con-? 
tenting the master thereof for his pains, aqd 
freighted one of those ships which were itt 
the haven : biit he would not go in the same 
with Daliarte. At this time Platirand Berol- 
^o arrived, being on the same adventure ; and 
they perceiving tha^ the knight of the Tyger 
would have nqne in his company, embark-* 
ed themselves with Daliarte, an,d setting 
forth of the haven together, they kept com-? 
pany within sight of one another until tlie 
dark night did separate them. 

Now inasmuch as they and their adventureSi 
yfill be spoken of in due time, the history r<^- 
tumeth to the knight of the Savage Manjj 
who was carried away, as ye have heard, 
by Arlanza, the damsel giantess. She and 
hex company sailed with a speedy pace oa 
the sea; and with such pleasure as the good . 
success of their adventure might occasipq. 
In four days and four nights, b^ing 4Q 

T 2 
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fiivoured of the wind and weather, they came 
within the sight'of the island. But then, as the 
good fortune of the knight of the Savage 
would have it, he being reserved for great 
things, the weather was changed suddenly 
with a mighty tempest, and many times they 
were all in doubt to be cast away ; and in few 
days they were cast so far from the island, 
as the pilot could not judge into what 
country the wind had driven them, both 
he and the mariners being so overpowered 
by fear, that they knew not how to remedy 
themselves. So thev drove alone: under 
bare poles, rather holding their death for 
certain than having any hope of life. Ar- 
lanza, who was in the cabin with her dam* 
sels, was in such state that she could not 
direct them ; nor was there in the whole 
ship one person who could encourage the 
rest, except it were Alfernao. He, who by 
reason of his great age and discretion had 
experience of many things, went wherever 
his presence was most required ; now to 
encourage the pilot to exert his skill, and 
now urging the mariners to bestir them- 
^Ives ; but all was in vain, for their heart* 
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did so faint, seeing so great trouble and dan% 
ger towards tbem, that the aid which they 
should have givea to remedy it was not of 
any account at all ; and their understanding 
did forsake them so auiazedly^ as they knew 
no way to help the perils ej^tant before 
tbeir eyes. 

Alfernao seeing them so out of heart, came 
to Arlanza, and said, Take heart, lady, for 
^11 our lives are in vou. This fortune is a 
thing of every day, and as it came sud- 
denly, *o it will soon pass. I pray you come 
forth of your cabin, to the end the pilot 
and the mariners may behold you ; for in see^ 
ing you they will receive a fresh encourage-, 
uient, and labour as they ought to do. 

In this ordef Aifernao did endeavour himself 
to do all things that could be done ; ail4 
Arlan^a seeing th^t what he said was good^ 
wiping away her tears, would h^ve dis- 
sembled her fear, and gone forth ; but whe^ 
she beheld the furiousness of the w^ves 
sometime lifting the ship up as it were to 
lu^veo, a,nd then throwing it 4owa fco tl^ 

tS 
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abyss^ the inast carried away^ the water like- 
wise beating in abundantly, her heart, reso- 
lute as it was, would not serve her, but sbe 
went in again ; and being deadly pale, and 
hot able to sustain herself, she seated herself 
upon some cushions, near her damsels, who 
were bewailing their approaching deaths, and 
she said, O, Alfemao, how soon do evil 
deeds receive their reward ! This storm hath 
arisen only because of our deserts ; and I be- 
lieve certainly, thact thie divine powers are de- 
termined to punish us for the great injury 
and disloyalty we offer, in seeking the death 
of this knight, who, though he slew my 
brethren, did only his devoir, slaying them 
fairly one after another in plain fight ; for 
which in truth I do not believe that his 
strength would have sufficed, if the gods had 
not so willed it to punish their exceeding 
cruelty and tyranny. And we being forget- 
ful to sift the justness of the cause, go about 
to deprive him treacherously of his life, in 
revenge of whose innocency the anger of the 
heavens is fallen upon us : wherefore I will 
not let this go farther, but will have that ac- 
^rsed ring taken from him which bath spellp 
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bound faiin^ and when he is in his natujral 
senses^ let the gods determine both concern* 
ing him and us, according to their pleasure. 

So rising with this determination before her 
words were well ended^ she ordered the door 
of the cabin to be opened wherein the knight 
of the Savage lay, little weening the peril in 
which his life then stood ; and taking the 
ring off his finger^ he awoke, and finding 
himself in a ship on the sea, surrounded 
with women, and with lamentations on all 
sides, astonished at seeing himself in such a 
place, he went out. And when he saw how 
the furious waves of the water did toss and 
turmoil their bark, and bow the pilot, the 
mariners, and every one in the ship, their 
hearts were dead, because they knew no way 
how to help themselves, he began with noble 
Words to cheer and encourage them, and then 
to drive them on with threats. Much was he 
abashed to see himself in such a place, where 
it was the least part of his thoughts to have 
eome, and how he came so embarked from 
the castle^ where the damsels came and en- 
tertained him so exceeding friendly at the 



gate. This strange ndventune, made him de-? 
mand Itow^and after whatsort, he chanced 
thither; but the danger which he saw ioimi- 
nent before his eyes, would not afford him 
so touch lei&ure, but coiflpelled 'hiia to settle; 
his thoughts on that which was more neces- 
sary. Then he continued urgiiig them on. 
all daj, and wbea night came, the stoi*tn: 
seemed somewhat tt) abate, and they begau 
to take courage- He of the Savag-etben re- 
pared to Arlanza's cabin, and seeing her &tiU 
overcpnoe with fear, seated himself by her> 
and said, Fe.ar not, lady, these little disasters^ 
hut leave fear for him who is conquered by 
your beauty, and who has., therefore need to 
fear. The storm becomes less and less ; dry 
then your tears, such ey^s as yours ought not 
to be dimmed by them : that others should 
weep for you were just, but that you should 
weep for any thing, is what 1 cannot -con- 
«ent to. 

Arlanza did not take her eyes from him all 

''^^'We while he was speaking; and though she 

well knew that her beauty was not worthy 

of Quch commendations^ yet w^s Bbe deb 
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lighted with this flattery> as is the nature of 
women. Seeing too how fair a man he was, and 
how he sought to comfort her, and remem- 
bering at the same time how she had de- 
ceived him, and to what end, the death of 
her brethren had not such power over he^, 
but that hatred was converted into love. 
The knight of the Savage perceived this by 
her looks and other symptoms, whereat Al- 
fernao became desperate, thinking now that 
his whole practice was defeated. 

The night being spent, at the break of day 
the tempest calmed, the morning became 
dear, and the pilot gave them to understand 
they were on the coast of Spain, which 
greatly displeased Alfernao. As the day 
brightened, they found themselves in sight 
of the city of Malaga, which in those dayil 
belonged to the Moors. Then he of the 
Savage, taking Arlanza by the hand, led her 
oat of the cabin, and took her upon the 
forecastle to shew her the land. And when 
they were seated] there, he besought her that 
she would tell hiiq, why he had been put oa 
board that ship without Jcnowing it, and hovt 
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it waj thtt be had remained so iiianj days 
without recollectior^, which b^e had not asked 
before for fear of displeasiug her. 

• 

Sir, quoth she, since ray fate will so have it 
that 1 can be no longer your enemy^ I wiU 
tell you the truth of what you ask, for love* 
hath brought me into «uch estate, that I 
cailnot conceal it. Th^n she recounted to* 
l^m who she was, and the whole as it had 
happened. Certes, lady, be replied; the de^ 
sire 1 felt to do you service, did not deserve 
tills guerdon ;:bul Ihold it noi^ 6till better 
employed, since after havingrun such estreme 
peril; i have your good will on iny «de tb^ 
acknowledge 'my deservings. Nevertheless^ 
t&ough this be the case,'! know* nol how I- 
cah sleep in security, having Alfemao here, 
who came tbo far to beguile me so craftily, 
and your knights who are at his bbedience. 
What have I to expect, but that th^y Will 
^deavour to destroy me, for your mother's 
satisfaction. What then I besQech of you 
i«, that you give me leave to arm myself, and 
dispose of them as I think good ; and for 
what respect yourself, be sure, that while my 
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Kfe'ksts 1 sball always acknpwiecfge wha;t 1 
owe to yoQy that I maj requite it and serv^ 
joa inwhatevier i» ipost to your honour and 
pleasure. Sir^ she replied^ when I disclosed 
this deceit to you, it was with no other die- 
termination than that of being wholly at your 
.disposal. In reeompense whereof I pray ygu 
reiBeaiber^ that f lose my mother, my patri- 
mony, and above all, am exposed to the com- 
mon bruit of ill report, that I sold the blood of 
my brethren, placing my affections upon him 
who slew them, and who, perad venture, .hath 
placed his elsewhere. Lady mine, said he of 
the. Savage, do not think that in this you 
have lost any thing ; the loss of your mother 
cannot be called a loss, considering what 
her works are. Of the patrimony which you 
should inherit from your father, iione shall 
disiBherit you, for if I live, you shall enjoy 
this aud greater than this; and as time must 
prove the truth of this, I will not say any 
iarther. 

While they were thus talking he heard a stir 
in the »hip ; and leaving her, went into his 
csibii^. Arlanza followed to help to arm him, 
and ere he had girded on his mail coat, Al- 



ftrntOy wHh fevr armed knig^tii came, tf 
the door; forsemxg him in Idk wkb the 
Mj, and fearing what it might be^ h^ detei^ 
mined to Jay baofis^ on him wbila be^iras ii% 
armed^ dcMibting' l^at aftarwand* .he migbt 
not be able to do it. He of the Sava^,came 
fbrth^ saying. The time is now come^iMferoae^ 
therein thy traitorous de^ings shall be wort- 
tbily recompeocedv 

When lifting up his sword to have smitten 

him, the others stepped before and defended 

him; but AS m^l^t; hoiur.tb^ kiuglu of theSa- 

vagewa3'Aillof;wr^tfa^ and with good cause, 

begqy.e.nQ st^pk^ but did its business^ so t^ 

ia short tim^j^wo were Mid at bis feet ; the 

others seieing^ that, in fligbt there was little 

.safety, and despairing oi obtaining mercy 

•frcMn.lbe aonqu^of, placed sjl their hope in 

. tb^r Hown ^ji^ngtbr- converting . despair in^ 

Gojirage^. figbting yaUaQXiy> and. believing 

that if they did not by mainnugbt work out 

the salvation of their lives, all other remedy 

was hopeless. But the might of him of the 

, Savnge was^ so mi|cb beypnd that of other 

,4nen^ that it soon demolished that hope « and 
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leaving written in his memory, aod preseht 
as it were before his eyes, the words and 
tears with which Atfernaohad beguiled him, 
and the damnable intention with the which 
he had been led away, he longed to give him 
his reward. This made him press them so 
close that he lopt -off the arm of one 
hard by the shoulder, and the fourth, for 
fear, leapt into the sea, and there was 
drowned, by reason of the weight of his 
armour. 

Then Atfcmao> seeing his life in so great 
danger, threw himself at the feet of Ar- 
laoza, saying, Lady, if the faith and love 
with the which I have ever served you and 
your mother, deserve this recompence, it is 
well that ypu afford it m5; but if loyalty 
ought to b^ r«:ompcnced as it hath worthily 
iQerited, then I beseech you slave me from 
the futy of this knight, since the same reason 
which he hath for slaying me, you have for 
preserving me. 

The damsel giantess was so amazed at the 
prowess of the knight of the Savage, th^t 
VOL. HI. a 
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3As& had nettbtr recoJlectidn left: to a^ bim 

'any thing, nor to answer Alfernao. Bu( he, 

seeing bim at herieet> and her colour gMie, 

'forcing bis inclination to content ber^ said 

to her with a smile, Alfernto well knew^ 

•lady, where he placed his hope when all 

others had failed him, and since be knew so 

'well, let his discretion save him. Though I 

'trow that one who hath spent all his time in 

*evil deeds, will yet .comoiit some one which 

will draw upon him payment for all, 

Arlansa thanked him well for this, and Aller- 
-nao, at her eommandment, was put in sure 
'guard, lest he should practice any more 

treason. 

Prom that time the knight o^ the Savage 
treated Arlanza with greater courtesy and 
love, being sensible of what he owed 
her, and layiqg aside the design with which 
: he had eyed her at first; a change greatly to 
be praised : for being so given as he was to 
unlawful desires, it was much to be esteemed 
that be curbed them. And though she had 
yielded up her affections to him^ yet was he 
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minded to letam them mA with any ihuft 
cootentmeB^ but. with actions worthy of 
those which hs had ^TEmred from hn*! at 
shall be reklei faerea£bt& 
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^hese^ings betftg dooe^ it wa» neoesMrj^ 
as there waft lack of water in dke fihip, to gd 
to land ,' whereopioD the knfgbt of the Sa?age 
Bot thtnknig th»t land sKfe, commanded th^ 
pilot to proceed farther, end the.iiextday 
they landed in a haven belonging td Recin* 
dos king of Spain^ where they rested them* 
selves certain d^yft, becmise Ariahzaf^nd het 
damsels were we»ry of the 8ea» Here Aifier^ 
nao desired leave of him to return into fate 
own cotiniryy seeimg he waa arxiVed in a 
place of akurailtre^ and '^her0 be bivd nor- 
thing to fear frotH him. 
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Alfernao, nspUed h^ of the Stivag«^ I kiio# 
that the court of Constantinopte is greatly 



troubled by your meana^ and for this troublei 
there is no remedy till the truth coacemin^ 
me be kuown. You must therefore first ga 
to the emperor, to let him understand whai^ 
hath happGiiiodtO!Jil(e,.frolR:{he time whea 
you led ihe away until this present; and 
though your actions and the dread of what 
yoa deserve may make you fear to do this, 
you may go safely, for the emperor's cle- 
mency IS greater than the crimes of any one. 
It h inoreoiLer flwftQtelBt fpr your «eCHri.ty 
duit-I;i$f»i yiouE:iJ3t()m, wd that i|: will hOi 
Hf^mt »tWJ3«ji j-Qti^iiii^^ed to th^ ladof. 
Ar]abj^i^Jbgr:^b9s^1»^<it^y9Ah^^ pie.serve4 
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Sir'y !iifti&dktfs]^9Qp Ji](M»:tj^ k m, highly es* 
tetil]fec^i]uid sd^Qsliyrd^weil by tfaeks. who 
90^ «?ilhQnlii$> w ispm^meft : ihi^ desire tq 
leonnrtfr iU(r.m.db»lh^bia»i^^^^^ ^ibitoAOt to 
jHrt hUilife i^^g^eat ej^R^y ?. lhe» . s^^^u^g 
hina^elf brpught into $^b Pl^hai^-fe^ ^om^tb 
in such sort to repent himself^ as he wisheth 
ii^#r 90n|ii»jal serfku^; ^n to t^cOvet 
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Itt this drder it feKetk ^itk me at tbis time' 
who beitig "d^siroti^ to'live out of ^raldom, 
a«ft co«^<$&tla'^e^yi>ar4^mtntmd^jfet iiot 
irithotit £diiri vhtrt duc^iii tlie hope3l:kave in 
^he mHpetbT'k biOttnty> tbatX tmist! I am sefei 
then tricing li^ve of- >hoii; Aie said to Ar«* 
hnzd> h»df, vrhSitfmW t} bli that: I sb^tt ••s; to 
j^u^ tkimbNgi-y if it $famkldiev€X]b(»«i;jr:feitnne 
"to tijp^jBarb^owher? r - - , 
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<5iye her to understand, she n^lfisd^ tit«i if 
she will have me to be her daughter, she 
must liay afesidfe h^ battedi to lini iciiigh€> ahd 
Vecoihe his fritod i fondow ihe^cmimvetm 
revenge f&t' hfer ^bn^^ «cfepr bjr lodng^hei 
dkughtet, »6 ttla^ td p^iu©:' Mk ^TffoA 
Ml] b^' to her gf^at^ir ^rirf. eWWW J: vm, 
nWerkin cd«e^i!%''*lM»^'J>he3Driiiit''^Q^:M^ 
pebt ' tb ke rtiey >t(<ft i WhatHrcAey )&te , oe«M 
Atatid oF^kh^ «ft%te <6i*» tbt tSa^g^^ad; 
Greatly s!^du»^^>I^"^^#ttrf fl^-if bfe ^wnild 
place me in the house of the enjperor his 
^ranm^eT-mtt T^ipt oS'iift^ th§ ftfei^*- 
^1^ bf thfe^initey tttid >great^^iEi*iWsto* Who 

eleared bnhfeTiitfe& &li#tii€h^i^^Wfei fifirst 
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up. I rejoice^ answered he of the Savage 
Mao^ to see you in tbi.<v mind, waA shall fulfil 
yonrwish^ if fortune does oot prevent mcb 
You, Alfonao, £or bveof nie;> .report to the 
emperor ia: virhat -good OHid tbou didst 
leave th^ lady Arbotia, and advise him and 
the eiupr^ssl to bold themselves ready to be 
Iier6pou^«»'!f9:£aid:to loofe out a huaband for 
her against the day of her bfiptiflimi such a 
one as may be according to her deserts and 
my espeotatf^His. ' • 

Alfei^o ;pA)iaised>t&^ fulfil his will and com« 
nmadarisiiVaiid. so took his l^ave of them/ 
&r bjafbtfhrl'bottld not hear to remain there 
kngerur The knight of the: Savage Man so- 
Jnanied'ihere while be provided him of 
ftRns^ ^andithen dismissed the pAlot a^d ma<» 
nncrs, becauseh^ inlteiided to , travel through 
therdouptryiic kisu^ and shew the things 
flleiB0f to ArlajElz^^cknd her daiQaiselst 

' ' "' 'JOT - (\t'> '. '-'^ . . , v5 ', • 

Wbw ^h tbijpgs, were^in jemlinessi> ie set 
fofwa^.wj^^bis^fa^^con^^;)^ ^nd. the^ first 
*9fi ftwpafcivbs^ U>W9i:ds thp. (^veniog» they, 
vriyed within a fair and ^gopdly^ valley, full. 



of trees and flowers, where, coming ne^r to 
a pleasant fouptatin, they espied where two 
tents wer0 pjtdhfed, alidnotfef from them,' 
they beheld four - damsels disportMg ■'rbiai(f 
the fountain, ilnderthe shade^ 6f isqqie tall 
poplars. ' ^ M ^ttitikfij sir; «aitf Arlirria;; ybtt* 
der ladies-^^s thieii: Wtiie wiitfa'greiitSf pMa^ 
sure th&tii iny f6rttini& hith allotted riie,^wfao' 
haye fi:^ed my gobd-will npbii bn^ihat Tjalhi 
plaeed hls"^ cfe^\v1rere; <^He t)f 4h¥ SarVagie" 
made semblance as if he had not und^i^stbdc^' 
her, and talking of other things they drew 
near the tents, f^hich weife tiiarvyibt^B ritrli.; 
Oneiof.tbe dgiaiselstBeli came nipl'tb 'ham> 
saying. It seems .a strange tliinrgi 'sif Ittfigfiti 
that oriie man sltoulij fete tip^ Mni to 'itx^ 
duct fivfe claB^eiy; T ^\\V^i^'^yc^ k>p\^ 
of advice, ifybttVUr^ttk^^Iti- t^irelfev^ yo^ 
of thi« ^eat chaise.; ' E^ettJth^ght^ijon^i^ 
bad ddvic^r, tt^l^i h^i - it w^W ^nfo^t'lkpi^^iit^ 
so, coming from you. I beseech you do not 
delay to giVc tt,Sf«^ f * ca^ndt^thJftk it mit^M 
be r^i^onrabi^ ib "i^^^ asrf 'thlnfj^ Jrdop^qo^ 
Iwaitell yott^bafribhi^f^utotfc^rttf^ ikk'46at 
afe guarded 4rcte^ by Tdtti«^'fcn*^iis,t'^fcfeL uritt 
not be Ibilg* Vrfote • they^cdBie^lSth©j>, ^id» 
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yfhom, if you please^ you may try the joust^ 
and which of them shall hap to be van* 
quished, shall deliver you his lady ; so thai 
if you overthrow them allj you shall have us 
all four; and nine^ you know^ will be little 
more trouble than five. If^ on the contrary^ 
they should conquer you^ you shall give them 
each a damsel, and thus you will lose four of 
your fiye^ and still remain with one ; so that 
wUch ever way it may fall out, you must be 
agaiaen. 

« 

You have so much gr^ce, replied he of the 
Sa;Vagej that to gain you I would jeopard, 
the adventure, to lose myself ; and time 
seiepis too loogj till I have won you* 3ee 
that this 90Afi4^iice do. iv>t deqeive you> she 
ausweired : though I know you so much wish 
U> Io9e yo^r 4»ompaQy> that you would gladly. 
eampopnd for defeat to be rid of them, 

At< ^buus 4 d^prf fro^it the .top of. one of tb^ 
poplars began to$«Qmd a tmmpet» which he^ 
did with so high, fk note^ as U hi'ought a ga}-> 
laht fieho :&i^m the wh(4^ v^,ey :. presently 
he of the l^viige espied fpur knights, oome. 



226 

prancing along one after another^ armed in 
wtnte and green armour, tfaeir helmets gilded, 
and upon them they had fair garlands of 
flowers, and in their sfai^s^ -^hich their 
Inquires brought after them, were pour trayed 
wlvcr swans in afield vert. When they were 
come to the tents, the damsel TChearsed unto 
them wteit had passed : whereupon one of 
litem answered her * Any thing, lady, should 
"be adventui'ed to please you ; b^ut would you 
have any one risk the loss of you,, where- 
nothing is to be gained ? To lose ipyselffor 
you, and to losi* the whole world for yoa, 
would be but just ; but to lose you fox no- 
thing ought hot to be required, especially as 
you haf e riot j)tbpoSfed a fair excHiange for 
yourself. - If; replied she, you wish to ex* 
ouse yoiirsfelf " from the danger AwitU words, 
it is well that my terms be, broken ^ but if 
this be not the case, look how mujchmore 
yonder ladies are beholden to thejr knight, 
who is willing to accept the jqust against 
four, than we are to the four who refuse 
t^ undertake it against one. Lady, sai(| be^ 
the knight thinks it, a worse grievance tp, 
have theni all, than to be vanquished andr 
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• lose them; and therefore he V€ntur^s opoa 
the chance, because he has so little to lose 
and so much to gain. , , 

It seems, cried he of the Sav^gCj, that you 
do not well know me* These which i hav^ 
I shall keep, and those which you have I 
shall take. And the worse you defend thenpi 
the less shall I be pleased, for I am not con- 
tented with what costs little* Since you will 
have it so, said the knight, look to yourself, 
and I will shew you your mistake. 

With these words he clapt down. the heavf^r 
of his helmet, and having couched his lance, 
he fetched his course against the knight; of the 
Savage Man, who welcomed him^^ he came ; 
the knight brake his lance, he of the Savage 
past on without being in the slightest man* 
ner; dispkced ; but-bis encounter was gjivea 
with such force, that the other went to the 
ground, little pleased with what had befeUea 
;him^ being 90 gre^atly amazed, with his fall, 
'that he lay without movinjg hand. 9? foot» 
Methinlc^, q«oth he of the^ Savage tp the 
damsel with whom he had made the condi- 



iioM, yonder knigbt wiS not cfefeiidiiis kif jf; 
let me kpoW which she h, and itSfit the cchi'^ 
dition. She TepHed, Yon have done yoilr 
devoir so weU that it wonld be mireasonfilik 
to deny you yoUr prize^ Ud since the lot 
hath faflen on me^ whom this knight enter- 
prized to defend^ account me from this time 
your? — ^I had far rather be his' who kndws a6 
Well how to gain 'me, than' hiii who coidd 
defend me so ilL 

By this time one of the others crie9 to hhn 
to prepare himself^ and as his spear remained 
whole from tjife first encounter, he employed 
it s^ain in this to such effect, that the second 
kKiight wf^ sent to the ground^ and one df 
his legs hr^kiqe at the ancle^ he was nnahk 
to use, . 

The other twa knights, seeing hofr Iff the 
joust turned out, and doubting they s'h&okL 
speed no Better, ran both tbgethler MdMt 

him of the Savage Man^ whose *&H$&''^Ms 
brQken in the last eiiconnfer. They'tiojffc 
struck him full on the shield, witft'^sucfirNiKfe 
as to pierce it with both strokes^ 'but id^ 



^cnjJd.Qo^ pitBff^ . bb wacM, He perceifing 
.b^ftJiQise was w^k^ ]a^t off^ and drawing 
hk BVicxd awailed. ibem^ Mjiog, MethiDka, 
Wg jpn 4o. all 7611 cau to $ave yourselves ; 
bat |i«e nf hatpv^r baseness you will^ the dam- 
«e)s will go lyith mc; at last, and you will re- 
DKain with the sorrow of having lost them. I 
wish, ypp may lose nothing more 1-r-I know 
not bow t^t may . be, quoth one of them ; 
hot this I know, that before you win th^m, 
they shall cost you so much that you shall 
xenieoiklMeir ibem as long as. you live, and pay 
for the evilyoii ^ve done* And then they 
aUghtedand came against him, and b^gan to 
lay on on all sides. He of the Savage, who 
thought little of this danger, as one who had 
gone through greater, received them with 
such rigorous blows, that tm^ 6f them wins 
soon brought to the ground, and th^ other 
^ef}i|^ hjs^life in such straits, thought rather 
of sa^ng himself, than of oiTending his ene- 
ipy« . 3ut nbw the knight who had first 
jpi^fted, and bad lain stunned thus long, arose, 
and aeeiog iMich havock made among liis 
coQ||iaiiio]iS|, and the danger in which this 
last stood, went to his help. He of the S»* 
vol.. III. X 
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Tage> seeing that he who was before al 
to yield took .courage with this jpew sibccao^ 
quickened his blowsj sayings I ^mtmly sorij 
you have not more $uoh suecout^ that I .migfat 
be better pleaded with my victory, aadtiwe 
ladies see how ill they were bestow ed«» He 
had scarcely finished hisL words^ before one 
of them fell at his feet with ppre waarinea^ 
-and the other ran to the.damsels, beseecfaat^ 
.them to save him* Good, cover have fnm 
taken, quoth he of the Savage^ aod it saws 
you ; for cartes you wouU el^e baye fm^ 
for the baseness which you have ^hown* 
• You, ladies, mount your palfreys, for I wouU 

m 

fain be gone, lest the love of these mea, aitd 
the remembrance of how much you lose ia 
them, should make you refuse to come with 
me. They who could . so ill defend .us, re- 
plied one> will hardly be remembered, ex- 
cept to be abhorred. We are yours, and 
being so will do your pleasure; deal with as 
according to the promise of your prowess ; 
.and call to niind, that it is ill done to gra- 
tify appetite at the cost of another's honour; 
for the pleasure is short, and the fame which 
is lo»t thereby can never be recovered. 
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Leuiy, answered the knight of the Savage 
M«o, i am not so acciistoibed to nse discour* 
tesy to voli%jen that I should do so by you. 
Win yooT fvill, and the willsof all of ye is what 
I would fain do, and will do you a thousand 
services to win it. If I fail, the fault rs my 
own. Then mounting them, he took from 
the boRses of the Vanquished knights that 
which seeo»ed the best, and' gave his shield 
to one of the squires; for every damsel had 
hep squire, "l^ie tefits^ Re left to the four 
woimdied knights/ as some satisfaction for 
thdrlo&s. • 
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CHAPTER 114. 






Afcer the knight of the Savage Man had left 
the valley where he vanquished the fotr 
knights^ he began his journey through the 
realm of Spain^ being welt pleased with his 
new company, though he felt it some troti- 
ble to render doe compliments to each of 
them. His aim was above all the rest^ 
to show most honour and respect to Avlauza, 
the damsel giaiitefes, bearing m memory 
what he owerf her; and for this reason, 
though he had wicked intentions upon the 
rest, she was not thus aimed at. They had 
not ridden far befdk*e, being heated with 
exercise and with the weather, he took totf 
his helmet and gave it tb one 6f' the squifeis; 
When the damsels beholding his fair visagei 
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and how youthful and comely be was withal; 

as well as of so great prowess, began to feel 

new thoughts toward him, far other than 

what they had first conceived. His eyes and 

words were equally directed to them all, 

that he might lose noue of them; for they 

are so jealotis in these things that any thing 

offends them, and he was so avaricioas that 

ho feared every thing. Among other things, 

he asked them of whence they were, and 

wherefore they had beeii in the company of 

fto^e k^ight^, Oqe of- them replied. Sir, 

sjoce . w^ are to do your wil) in all things, 

^ will ^ell j^QU- These ladi^ are naflied 

■^nnelia^ Julianda, Sab^li?i, arxd myself am 

called .4rtisia, all of ODQcityi called Arjeda, 

^ti^h is here hard ^y. Those fp^qF kniffhts, 

wnereof two ^were. brethren, ai>d so were the 

^thcr twain, y^t being so^ ^Uieid itogether as 

they were all cotjisins one to another^ did us 

service^ '^^h intj^ot txy marry ug ; and because 

^^f knew tha^t l^y the licence of pur mother, 

^^^D^e oftentime* to recreate ourselves by 

^V fountain, thwre they came .to fie.ed-^ur 

6y€s;with such pleasant ge^ts as they could 

^y s^tempt in the forest and that weniight 

x3 
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be better persuaded qf their }oye»^ 4^ 
would ojSer the joust tp any knight that parsed 
through the yalley, suanuooing ^hem.ther/eto 
by the dwarf which souoded %h^ tr^ioipet; 
this they diii oftc^ntiiaesy and w^r^alwajf the 
coi^uerors^ aatil their fortune failed them 
upon your coming, and we were unlucky 
enough to propose conditions which have 
made us lose them^ and also the liberty of 
returning, to our own homes.. 
J. ■, ' . ^ ' " ' " - • • • . , , 

LadieSj answered the jkntght of the Sar^ge 
Ma9> he who hcith ^ fair a show of his vie- 
to ry^.ought on no accochit.lolote it. X well 
remember that I miay take you with ntfe, hut 
that I. should leave yf«i behind, thfit is not 
to be thought of» 1 moAt wrait till s<>me one 
42onqaen m^ and wins you firomme^ though he 
who<is already vanquished byyouy wiUhacdIy 
be Tanqmhed by any others Now* that I am 
in ibia oountry,- 1 wiH shew 3^011 the castle of 
Almourol^ andldte eouit df Spaiq,. asd then 
aay one thaftis tired ofi my: ccanpanyv «*7 
dapaitat hiirown.pieasm'e^ .- 
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AU^ the damseli upon this iteattbedhin^saiid 
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besought him to do as he had promised; 
for it is the nattfTe of w^omen. to desire to see 
novdtics, and go pilgrhnagesl Arlanza, 
thoiigb she also desired' the same, was sorry 
that it ^hodd be trith this company ; for her 
loVe Was great, and she would fain not have 
had it impeded. 

Thus they journeyed till night came upon 
them; then they went to a castle near hand, 
where they were entertained. Here leave we 
him and them together, and proceed to tell 
how the knight of the Tyger, the fifth day 
after he was embarked, c^me withia sight of 
the ProfbYiad. Isle: the pajot knew the land, 
and he gtive thanks to God for so fiur a be- 
ginmng^^ Then /taking j the fiist poit tliey 
foutidv h^ .diaembaa*ked hi&horse, armed him- 
selfy And advain^d alone .into the island, 
which fiieeined to him. pleasant and .fertile: 
He had niitigDne ht hefore fiight:overtook 
him^ ua plaqe where, he jcnew^ not where he 
ishc«ldteqk^o>f\nd lod^g'; attlbeiAg wea;- 
ried with crossing a«iBoiiptaiti,ihi ^idighted, 
and took the hiidle off his horse to let him 
iprazfu. iAfid^beie^he mi^ied Scimmir< nirfao 
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alway carried provisions ag;ainst such ocean 

sions^ and he regretted bin?^ fortbey hftd been 

bred up together, jand alway assQrtpdj twp 

things which occa^ioja more perfiect Joyc 

than all others. So finding himself alone, 

and in this lonely place, he was f^in to lie. 

down upon the grass^ using his bejmet a» $^ 

pillow under his head ^ and there he passed 

the night, busied with careful ihovightSj 90 

which he supt and sustained himself tUl %\^^ 

morning came, enirlier to his seemihg, than 

it was Wont 5 for thev who pass the tijne in 

imaginations after their own liking, 5^1way 

think it shorter than it is. But then calling 

to mind for what he was come into that land, 

he arose and laced oh his helmet, and hung 

his shield about his^ neck, and mounting on 

horseback pursued his way ; and he marvelled 

that so rare a country should be so little 

peopled. About the evening, he came where 

was a litUe town,, that ivas compassed about . 

with strong walls : into this town he entered^ 

and took up bis lodging in the house of an 

ancient knight, who was aOciistomed to give 

entertainment to such knights as bestowed . 

their time in seeking adventures ; and who 
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sceiog- hinfi without a squire attending on^ 
him, came and took his horse himself, and 
afterward helped to unarm him, using him 
with so great humanity as was possible. 

Here he rested for the remainder of the day, 
and' here he detefmined to pass the night, 
that h(S rfiight inform himself from his host 
coflcerning the things of that country. So 
when they were at supper, and conversing 
upon such matters as occurred, he requested 
bis host to tell him to whom that island he- 
longed, and what there was therein, that he 
might report it in other places where' he 
came ; to which demand, the ancient knight 
his host, made this answer : 

• 

You came in good time, sir, to be resolve3 
of that ; if it had been your fortune to come 
hither a little sooner, your youth would have 
been in its last extremity . of life. For you 
•hall understand, that in time past a giant 
named Bravorante, cruel, and fuJl' of malice 
and treachery, was lord and possessor of this 
island,, and he was wont to set spies at all his 
ports, to i]i£brm him wheii any knights or 
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damsels did arrive> and when arty such hap- 
pened to come, he would use His cruelty ; ih« 
knights he would deprive of their lives, and 
the damsels he would villainously force, and 
by their spoil made himself rich. And aH 
the sweat and labour of his vassals wai 
expended for his profit only. And when 
any merchants, by fortune, came- to dast 
anchor in this ide, he would compel them 
to pay unreasonable duties^ but if they 
refused to pay these imposts, which they 
knew to be laid on them without all I'ight tit 
reason, then would he make them ransom 
their lives and persons at a pri<;e imposed 
by. his will and pleasure. In fine^ he was 
cruel and tyrannous above all men that ever 
were born. At length it was his lot to die iti 
this wickedness, that in the other life he 
might receive the reward of it. He thus dying, 
left behind him four sons wbicH he had to 
issue, who were in all tbin^ like their father: 
the two eldest were named Calfiirnid "aod 
Camboldam, who being not cotjitent' to 
live in so small a land, went to inhabit iiU^ 
other country, where the gods not ftUfferitt^ 
their tyranny, they were slain by the Wdtrd 
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of one only knigfat> who was called the 
knight of the Savage Man, We know him 
here by. no other name;^ and he is thus 
called^ for be beareth figured in hi^ 
shield a Savage Man« I,t may be you 
have better knowledge of bim^ because you 
roam about the world. The two other bre- 
thren, who were younger, were nourished in 
this isiaod under their mother's wkig ; and 
against her will, after they judged them- 
selves able to endure armour^ they deter- 
mined trO depart hence, to revenge the deatha 
of their brethren, Caifurnio and Camboldam. 
With this purport away they went, doing 
after the manner of their predecessors. It 
soiell out that they found him whom .they 
sought^ the knight of the Savage Man him- 
self, who slew them both in equal battle, 
like* a brave and doughty knight. It seema 
that God made Jiim to be the succour of 
many, and the helper of these people, who so 
long lived under such tyranny, The mother 
pf tKesCy called. Colambar, could not endure 
the erief she Fustained for the death of her 
.diildren, and therefore she practised and 
ccwpassed all devices she could^ thereby to get 



tody f^and.tliat $^ ^n^igkt «peed ih^ b«ltef ill 
liar close 4(M<»^ sb^jom^ with'a, lOAlgtQiePv 

n9,m^A^\f!im^o, who is. grnievTO tbc^mpeiwr^ 

sinccj, iwithgfuq^ hop^ to wofk^^rt^r^ftiiyiJi 
t^tj^U be x?^p,$ trh*t thg, kqjght rskf iht^iSa^wge 
^an may be brought .hiib«i. i :An4 beotfue 
no occasion shall lack that may help any 
thing! hiCtbajU^t^fcfjE^ W4tbUj9s^4.da««^eigi^ 

^s i^p)^ Arl^i)^.^)r:;(Wt^ i) d^u^ti^ 't«i<tUl 
C3pl|iml?^r,.^»/i |ia ptyouBig^^y^^rs nnd '•gw* 
cu$ta,m?^,,^f copapa^ttifrir witbrf ji 4erlarain«ni* 
ber Qf kutgbjts ,a»fi dai^els*; ^a^dftepoisdiag 
tQ the I pr^^i w • wbifsb tl>eyi imvi^ d^xi^Af 
apd ^e a^rfinp^ wh.if:h.Ci^^ft9riifiibpeiMt)^ 
ip tWs ^Jf5f<Qso^itri&.iej»^te4 ibat, Ifci^tknigfct 
of t^ .SjaYfjgft JSf ^. pU^ !be 4)rofislil htut; 
And ag^iiift,>t|p^,>day.<>i:. ^»9»&iiiQ&vfhk\i 
they hppe^ ^o ^nake ,of bin?^ she Mtvtb «(|s€4p^ 
bied^in ,t^ ip,w|^,;^|jif|r^fi..4die tmik^i xtUiAi 
is about fouf jl^^S^}^ dpbtwiji cirtttfi ^ffJieC' 
friei^^^f and a!)so J^ J^thf ly 1^ $|imA.';tll^ 
is young an4 ip^arvel|oiif cr}fisX%^^ ffm^^^ 
named Pavor9sp,, who. 9^i;n l^Jbf^t{||^^b|MHI » 
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days*^ htft'bit^h^-m-Iaw Mid bis' liepliew; 

iM«^ ittasmue^ aft ftir sbme year^tbe people 
hMl bf guni'tn ttVe m libeity.' Ood therefore 
hump yott Arofli hi^ bondsi forym are jonng; 
«tad atkyniMiap woold be iH ditected upon 
yi^^} Ami ^ God -preftervc hirfi 6f the Savage 
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B<H«V^ fii^, frfenfd, teplicd be ^ tb^ Tylge!', 
tiie tbhig9iV|)ieh God'bath appointed no man 
Asy^Lidid. 'Odd hath wHled that this bra- 
dK» t^of Cofombai^/ wif ei^e he' hath come 
^iiiiei»g»^ti^«^'tbef^igeance'WbicWHe ((e- 
seM««/t« eamk to'neek the guerdon of his mis* 
4toti%.\ .Vbekni^i ^ tbe'SaVAge^lff^ Ilciibw 
ititS^iJGkM/^Who batb made him for isuch 
gsca€ diij»gs> WiA-'keep bilii fVonti bis enemies*: 
Ifi aiA'gtoi «VHtn6# i^at yoir irave to>d me^ 
«ai>^U-m0M^, if rty^xrrtttdeSirin l^t'me 
filMl .liki«( ^tm^ I •wDrify irijrseff >hh him. 

irtiilteAiM^ #i1t^letfkiAi>^<^elS^6ncb rccdm- 
pi«M^^»%i«M: ^ Ybik say Aii;'ifir;k^^^ 
itpl W tt i fct i W j Becihs^ybiiiLiiow not what 
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be 19* Tbif giant is so fierce aad terribley 
tbat be would not thinly lOMch of dping batr 
tie with ten knigbts^ T9 adveo^tare you|r 
youth isk bis baads would not be^,courage— r 
«we migbt call* ithj .anotb^.n^iaep 

He thanked hiiBL for bis coimsel^ but not ag 
xine wbo accepted 4t. Tbat.uigbt.be i^ook bis 
rest more contentedly^ .seeing tb%t be of the 
Savage was :not yel arrived^ and he hoA come 
with bis iftuticoor in good time. Eariy m the 
fiionung he took leave of his^ host,; and de- 
parted ; diid coming ini:o a fonest> where- 
through he shonld travel to the eity where 
Colambar ^ada ber al>ode^ be beard upon 
the left hand the roaring. irf .the sea^ and it 
<;ame imobis iniind that be would go. to the 
shofe^ to see if ,he could espy anytesael, 
.wherein the knight <of dieSavagfi Mao might 
be embarked ; but as he rode ^kmi way, he 
beard a great ncise of srms> aodpudbittg on 
came to the water'« edge* . There, be espied 
a ship lying at anchor^ and bard by U- ten 
Jcnights maintaini0g a fiarde Ci^nibat agaiQst 
three, ' whom he knewig he Pfaitir> Ber4?Jdo, 
and Daliarte, whereat be received if eab ppa- 
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t^tment, remembering that they Were coma 
to succour his Brother. 'About twenty jmee« 
from them was a giant, of bigness ottt of all 
ffle^ur€> c^ver^dirlth {^««d*of black steel, 
which were ^of gten* »«fe-eiigJth, He carried 
^ huge and heavy shield, which was bound 
with' hoops of fitod^-^ceedinig^ i»troi^^ and 
horem ai'fi^M sabky soibedark aad. gloomy 
t^teiu -'H^rodo a muibeivywcolfioansd ihoone, 
A&d kwiie.kifon his-i^ea)r^ the^hiit wisereof 
rested on. the ^roiind;;. being; withal no fiwoe 
and>tffl:rihlBy that Ihefeaare slight disnia^jwdrfl 
^dfcehdAhlna- Hie of tbe Tyg«r 6xed bis 
cjesirpMi hitD>,Bdd/saw Jbi(»W|:het0giin gnsat 
vitttl^hs^a^^d JdTDt ihelebkni^ta to lay. on 
and :kitt)the'othen^ fop. hejibould h^ lothlo 
eiD^iaj:,hikperso0m:8b tnfliDgati vtirentme. 
^tthotlu'eegood koxgbtt, leeing irhat worse 
li&8iDcBs^ilie^:had)'1tnefca%j Ihem ikhoy 

fthoDld hai^e cN>aqisetedf.thfiSe>!dtdi..WPPfd^s. 
AzHitriilyitlbeiatbeflnrwere asnracbfirUstitifQddby 
A^reft^noddfl the giant, as bytheitrownibree. 
Me^iffiiele^'a^ftfaQhf sbengtlaaiid/skijl^ere 
^trtt^^fpom thosb of dbek ea€«ites> ih^y 
h^iilto'^mar\fi8»ib ty and Ml »ibf ! losts/of H^t^, 
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The giant seeing ttris, began to right hiin«> 
^self in the saddle^ meaning to go help ihem, 
$^i satisfy his aiiger; He of the Tyger> who 
till now had remained b^iiolding the prowess 
of his friends, which was well worthy to be 
seen^ when he saw the giant pteparing him- 
self, went before him, fearing^ diat bis coming 
up might be hurtful, and said. Why wouldst 
thou, Pavoroso, put ont thy strength against 
men who are so wearied' that they etonot 
resist thee ? Let them alone, and address 
thyself to mfe, that as thy mortal efnettiy 
come to seek thee, and deliver this isle out 
of thy cruel and bloody tyrannyL The gianl 
stayed awhile to behold him thart sunimoned 
him to the combat in such brave manner; and 
perceiving that he bare a golden Tyger in 
his shield, which the 'world held in snch 
great estimation, he thought that the knight 
had not thus defied him without great confi* 
dence in his own deeds : and seeing that his 
people were now utterly overthrown, and they 
who had escaped were flying for their lives, 
he raised his voice and said, 1 see well that 
you are far different in valour from them of 
this country, and therefore rejoice to find 
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«iSHeUiiiig "woffthjiito.^^npl^y ,jny strength* 
Bttt I |pie9eeah. .|h€/», t^ jne^r ii ,gei:ddY^nture 
tHou^wt 0f 1^ hoijsf of ,tb,^r€ipyiejc9r Palmes 
m^ oy.iteithei: ofjyoi^ .W af^tlii/^ J(iu«;ajge of 
J)qw J)t^r4^^ .<y pQf^ hi^ Rpns:^ tb^ would 
Jf^}}»w^l^c/9^tent.Jwe,.^wr.Q«^ } b^Ui^ve that 
49f^,of, m^ki S^^h i^ol4pes^ PW ; bi^ of any 
othcic ,, 84^10)^ . Gji v^. m^ alir/iq^fs,^ quoth 
^e pf;, ^^,,T3fg€riH.f9r. if you. greatly desire 
to.ai^e^ ,yiitl> Jth^se men^ : bj^^ you bavje 
ib€^>,* ?rt(^ aFe.aJjl of ^t Ji^qus^., . I.aip th,e 
^P»»,jaf ) J)^5\jjD^dos, . ^jfid brotb^r 4p ^h® 
Wg)ikt; 9f I jbe.^W8^,:a(IaR,,wd t wiU req^it? 
4i^ee £^:th(^ .>^^a89n. y^bpri? ha^ye devised 

A^^^l^/V ?MWfi"ij, cried the ^iant, the eldest 
>9ff,tQ^prir>q^ Bp^j J^uarf^os^ ^bat tanqvishf^ 
^W^W^^^^^^ ^leyrest Camboldain^ and 
A»<lst,viii tji^j]4,^dea liil^'na4 <:onqueruig aU 
?l?|e?»&».t;kep,t^t^^ , , . 

•WpSf A9/ft ^^'^ a?^^s?i« "^ ? Marry^ fpr that 
J.^^^ly de^iije, sjajd ^^bei giant, to enter the 

if^ ^e presence of mjr 
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sister Gol^Kfibstr^ an4 i^ gi^e fa^. someplea;^ 
sure, in reoompeDCie for. jill. the: evil which 
^he h^^'Teii^\*<r^i from ihy^i&ie^ lam he; 
•replied be^ttee^Tyger^ ^iXkiil Mixigbtgbd 
that tboil t^lt bav« this baad^ perfonned 
there^ that it m^ty b^ seen iti^publn^ ho«r God 
cfaastisetii ithy 4\mJ -Wdl thM> iftftid- tk« 
•gtant, since ft "pl^i?are-thee>^^^i%^tiU to- 
tnorrow, '- foi' it h now latej • Uiid si^Mi while 
will r cause the field to h^ pfovifed^ nafd if 
those thy companions would'4M^ lifcewis^ set 
to work^ I have three nephews^ that shall 
liiaintain the ^onabat against t&ein ;' but I 
fear they will excBse .themselves Avith ^tbe la^ 
hour they have gooe; through Uh^yi and 
with pleadijig that their armour; is bv^^i ; 
^ for tbat^ faowever^^ I inrilkfdrmlsh: them am, 
of the armoury 4>f my bmtber-ini-Iaw Bra- 
Tovatxte^ witb^uits entmgbi fromf vvhich tfaej 
imay chu9^' -Wi stand in need of them, re- 
plied Beteido, ^mii ifitttdbe tbeih^' that we 
may not rBJedtiit^ courl^4 ludt though we 
aboald have: bad tfaem: no^ mii teoddl»¥e 
accented the oonb«t^ as! ^eB .^a>^CQ0i- 
fanyand dd ^service to sir. I^dhbctfiir^ at to 
finish the. tiootiag pat of all y owr breed* Ii^ 
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tratib^saidhe of. tbis Tyger^ I w<wW faia that 
our battle jshoidd ibe ei^c^^fir^t; thefe wiU 
)9e tima eaoVi fof. thif^ if y^u tliii^kg^^^d ; if 
nati iflfcit tic as jrottwiH. S^.Pi^ljaii^riQ/ cried 
PiatiDand Dl»liiaf t^^.do «oi..dQ:u9 this wrong. 
3lemeinbei:> ifr yqiv ¥W¥l!ii»k P^vc^rosa, bitf 

»eph^r» yiU noti?0t^r tb^ field mext^^y, for 

iear, . Cpmeat ^bereifore^. to wb«t the gi wt 

fle^Mdii^Q^Kjod/iU tbt{>fsii^:wd boaour w.i;U 
i»e y©ur^ Ht ia$t^ 

Smm g it i if jmx }4jarfie$t , desim, . s*id the 

-kiiight tofvtbe Tygef> let,i».:l^ so^r IV 

;gi2ntvj»rei%i) alway siBt jojf^l 99 iiiightbej d^ 

heL^l^nabilsed faimsdf the yiqt^iy before tho 

rlEDi^titiof idle Savage Man wrriVed^aod m 

4hb joy' he cameio his i^t^yUvhoB. was foil 

^iTQWfdlv beoBjQ9d faer > koighlsi w^re vao^ 

-quvdied^ ksijabo foi^ tha: Ic^g tsndaHice .of 

iter .daughftcb^ tibariog. sosne ,mikrl»in(ie> nfl 

iieri ^Jneait ifigt^bcnkdi ; Hdvebej^ iridi the 

KPHokib^uyf h€fr ibcotheri di^' \irsa 8flbl»ttl»Dg 

ecoDfinrtad^ iiad he b^an to make maty Sat- 

the fiDllowing: day. He o€ the Tyger we- 

mauled tJitb hii frieitdi^> aad asked of tbata 
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Sir, said Daji^r/^y i^./lh^ gWialubMll 9]piie# 

to, than. QUt/ Jtbe^- i;tftib;^t«)i9eji&^,whcl ic»iy ^bd in 
it ; w hicb/iit^ ^e^itis . diil>4ii(H/^hRppeiir 1^ ^w$, 
because they.pcHiU n^M4a> all vple^49. W<0 
^rrivei here) jy>tv at jd»y*bf€ak^ / artivwe had 
not finished landing ou|f' faj6i%^£^i when 'Wft 
were assaulted by these knights; and he 
came himself to encourage and animate 
them against us. We might have been in 
danger bad you not so happily arrived; 
knd since God will have it so, in like man* 
ner will he have it all come to happy end: 
for now it cannot be otherwise, seeing that 
the knight of the Savage hath not arrived 
before us. 

In this contentment they isent for fbod from 
the ship, and dressed a little -^oand which 
Beroldo had received on his arm : for that 
cause Palmerin besought him that he would 
not adventure the combat the next dayj 
but he would by no means be persuaded. 

Daliarte's squire took bis horse firom him 
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of the Tyger^ and thej passed all that i^f 
upon the sborej looking out if any ship 
•hould appear^ that they m»ght be as quick 
at her landing as tbeenemy. Whjen it grew 
dark they Vedt on board, for th^y did not 
hold themselves secure ashore; and re« 
membered that it was folly to trust in tho 
faith of the faithless. 
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CHAPTER US. 



The morning being come^ which was the d^ 
of the battle, the four knights left the ship, 
being armed at all paints, in armour which was 
somewhat broken : so leaving the shi^ mihe 
custody of the mariners, they rode 6n accott- 
panied with their squires^ who bare theirlanccs 
and their shields, slowly towards tfa^'towik, 
which was about a half league distant. Being 
come thither, they beheld at the foot of some 
great'and noble dwellings, alarge place, which 
was spacious and leVel, and surrounded on all 
sides with scaffolding, whereon wa» assem* 
bled an innumerable company of people to 
see the combatjfbr that they judged It wouM 
be the most famous that ever was fiVnghti in 
that couritry. And they were all well corf- 
tented, and hekrtily wished that ft ihigbt 
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end in the giant's destruction^ though none 
durst make manifest this wish ; for thus it is^ 
that they who rule by fear are flattered openly 
and abhorred in secret. 

The four companions saw that this was the 
place of battle^ and stopt in the midst of it. 
And now a black carpet was spread at ^ 
window of the house, and the giant came 
tlnthefj leading his sister Cokmbar by the 
jiaad. He had on thei same, arms . vvhiqh he 
.wore yesterday ; his head was unarmed, an4 
albeit he were young, his face was so stern^ 
and bis looks so ferocious and terrible, q,s w^s 
sufficient to .terrify the Ijeaits of them that 
were not accustomed to see such a hideous 
proportion. And though beside this he was out 
01 all measure huge, yet had he little the aA- 
Vautage of Colambar, ^ho in the bigness of 
her limbs and size of her body, was well 
nigh equal tq him;, but by reason of her age 
had more wrinkles in her face, which wji^ 
MSly.iapd, .t)lack, and lowering \ her eyes al- 
?*ayftseeflied hlQqiy.j,^d her lips wpn^ thick 
Wd roU^d ^^c^, so ),hat her teeth wer^ §eep« 
^h^S^^t imk^^ .i^PV t&ke^^er 3eaty,an4 .with 
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his hai^d pointed out to her the kdight of the 
Tyger^ desiring her to take eome comfort 
lor the death of b^^rsens^ from the vengeance 
which he would now give her upon this 
eneiny, wherewith she might content herself 
till their chief destroyer was arrived. In the 
mean time, there came an esqnire of his and 
ten serving men with him laden with armour, 
into the place where the combat sboold be 
fought ; and coming before the four compa- 
nions^ the squire presented the armonr to 
them, saying, The giant snith he cannot be 
content to conquer knights^ who would after- 
wards excuse themselves that their misfor- 
tune was for want of armour ; and there- 
fore he hath sent you here choice of ar- 
mour, that you may take them that yon 
shall think most convenient for yon. He bids 
you moreover take counsel, and consider 
whether you think it better to yield to his 
sister's mercy, or to abide the rigour of his 
handstand Ins nephew8\ In my mind, said 
Platir to his ccmipanions, it would not be 
well to accept arms from him, even though 
we were without anv ; for it would be better 
to die for lack of them^ dun to domf^aa 
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tjurpligb Nsgoy asststauce. which be vouchsafe^ 
«s j especially as ours are not so much spoiled 
hut. we may .very well eodore the trial of this 
cofHbat: my op'tpion therefore is^ that we 
should fight Ja our own ; fox. in this quarrel 
QUI' good ;Qause U. sufficieat to give , us the 
vie^ry* I. am of this mind .al30> said Be- 
rdklo« Slaceyou thipk so, quoth JDaliarte, let 
t^ £iaat'aa9i9seengerjetttrn> and toll him this 
resoiution, audthat he may o^^e» for he is 
wanted in.ahe \is\^ A wiie counsel you have 
taken, s^d the squire.; for it heix^g certaiti 
that you .piust^he;fionqu^vedj, it will he with 
the le^ dishonjj.ur. That, certaii|J3> .replied 
Platir, yoi^ aad.your/i w^owiah it^ may have; 
but we have other- hope. . ^ 

4 

With this hidding he wenttotli/egiant^ who 
being, ear aged at the ccxotempt with which 

. they treated' him^ and tlxe confidence they 
^is^ayed^. his jimbs shook fqx very anger^ 
aad black sm^c jCame ffp'tQ bis flostrils, and 

. hi§ KKMce^aaboarse and terrible. So taking 
kav^j^ bia si^ter^ be said> I be$eech yon do 
M<it^'iSO f^OOL tbe window while the battle lasts^ 
i^ieh yiill nfit be^long, §qr: I shal^have ao 
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pleasure in the victory if I do not see that 
you enjoy it. And then lacing on his hel- 
met, he went to his nephews, who were 
waiting for him; they were armed in black 
armour, conformable to their grief and sor- 
row^ and in their shields, in remembrance of 
Bracolan and Baleatb, their cousins, they 
bore dead bodies in a field sable, being 
minded never to change their devices un- 
til they had seen them revenged. With 
them he went into the field, being of such 
exceeding stature that he overtopt them 
by head and shoulders. When the people 
beheld so huge and immeasurable a monster, 

' and his nephews also, huger than all other 
men, strong and courageous, and having 
their uncle as welVas their own confidence to 
help them, they lost all hope that the knight 
of the Tyger and his comrades could win the 
victory ; and in truth, that which is gi*eatly 

' desired is alway greatly doubted. Now, 
quoth the giant, seeing how all eyes were 
upon him, now I suppose you will think 
it better to yield than to endure the 
battle. But this wisdom is too late : pray 
to fortune therefore to help you } though' I 
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know not what she can do in yo«r favour 
against me. 

Thou art so proud, quoth he of the Tyger, 
of the wonder which thou excitest among 
these weak people, that it makes thee despise 
those who have no fear, and who will pull 
down this pride. Let us do our battle ; the 
end will be according to the deserts of each. 
Since thou dost not acknowledge the favour 
I did thee, cried Pavoroso, in giving thee a 
little longer space of life, look to thyself. 
And then he couched his lance, and he and 
"is nephews, with all the force *and fury 
^vhich their horses could carry, ran their 
career with such a thundering sound, as if 
the earth would have opened beneath them* 
fne four companions met them in their 
^^ight, and all the attaints hit on both 
Sides. The giant broke his lance on tlie 
l^night of the Tyger's shield, and pierced it 
through and through, and with such force, 
that it made him lose both stirrups, and 
catch hold on the neck of his horse; but 
presently he righted himself, and the en- 
counter which he had given in exchange 
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Was so well delivered, that piercing through 
both shield and armour, it brought the giant 
to the ground, with the saddle between his 
legs, and a wound upon the left breast, from 
which much blood issued. But this he did 
not fee], for melancholy at seeing himself 
dismounted by a single knight. 

The other six were all dismounted, except 
Platir, who kept his saddle still ; yet was the 
charge so rough, that he had almost borne 
his fellpws company, having lost both his 
stirrups. Nor was this to be wondered at, 
for the doughtiness of the giant's nephews 
was extreme, and they held their fall to be 
the greatest shame they had ever receivedi 
"being so little accustomed to be throwir. He 
of the Tygev seeing the gis^nt on the ground, 
alighted lest he should kill his horse, saying, 
iPoul thing, come away frpm thy nephews, and 
look to thyself. Thou shalt now see how 
like 1 am to ask merpy ! I see well, said the 
giant, that thy good fortune in the encounter 
makes thee so bold to speak thus bravely ; but 
I have thee here in this place, where, at mine 
own pleasure, I shall take satisfaction of thy 
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blood, hewing away thy flesh with the edge 
of my sword. Then drawing forth a huge 
and keen cutlass^ Behold^ he cried^ the true 
vengeance for the death of my nephews f 
and grasping it in his hand, he delivered 
such SI blow with his whole force, that had 
not^ the knight delJverly avoided it, the 
giant might have satisfied his wrath with 
that single stroke. It fell upon his shield^ 
just by the upper handle, and split it clean 
through, so that half fell to the ground^ 
and the other half remained upon his arm; 
whereat he of the Tyger was dismayed^ 
thinking that if a second blow reached him 
fairly, he should never feel a third. From 
thenceforth, therefore, putting all his hope 
in wariness and activity, he began his bat- 
tle, avoiding the giant's strokes, and putting 
in his own at good occasion, so that he 
gave him many wounds, though slight; for 
the strength of his arms would not let them 
be greater. That however in his breast 
was a gieat wound, and bled a stream ; and 
with the melancholy which he resented at 
finding his own strength frustrated, and the 
vantage of his enemy, he snorted gut such 
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a mass of smolce through the vizor of his 

helmet, that it well nigh congealed the 

air. He of the Tyger shifted continually, 

and led him from place to place, to weary 

him out. And now the giant sought as far 

as beseemed him to draw back;, and the 

knight of the Tyger was not sorry thereat, 

i'or he desired to see how his companions 

sped ; and be saw that the giant's nephews 

were brought to such plight, that they tried 

inore to save themselves than to hurt their 

Enemies; and they qxi the other hand were 

as. fresh and active, as strong and as nim- 

hle, as though they had but just begun 

their battle. Platir had handled his man 

the best, for it was he who this day most 

especially signalized himself. The giant 

beholding them in such danger^ and him- 

self to have lost a great part of his blood, 

and such a puissant enemy before him, his 

heart be(;an to faint, and he returned to 

the battle with less pride than before, and 

he of the Tyger perceiving his weakness, 

now prest him closer ; meantime, the knight 

that fought against Platir, was so faint and 

ieebl?, that he fell down to the ground 



259 

before him ; then Platir taking his helmet 
from him^ struck qS his head^ and shewe4 
it to Colambar. 

When she saw that fortune was thus fully 
bent against her, she went from the windowj^ 
and laying hands upon her hair, began loudly 
to lament the death of her brother, as well as 
pf her sons; whereat the giant resented 
great paip,* thinking that his sister held his 
death so certain, that she would not wait to 
see the iss^ie of the battle. But having great 
courage, he determined to tyy if he could 
not take life in exchange for tjiat which he 
should lose. With this determination he 
began to shew more strength ; but all was of 
little avail, for he of the Tyger, \^ho knew his 
weakness, and from whence his strength 
came, prest on with such blow^ as made 
many wounds, and drew from him much 
blood : whereas those of the giant were of 
no effect, so deliverly were they avoided. By 
this time his nephews wer^ at the feet of 
their enemies, wlio cut off their heads with- 
out mercy, and then looked on to see the 
eud. He of the Tyger was somewhat me* 
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lancholy at being the last who should finish 
his day's business, as if ihe giant had not de- 
served to have longer time bestowed on him. 
Pavoroso, like one desperate and who had no 
other hope of salvation than from his own 
hands, did wonders in this extremity. Never- 
theless, as this was only deriving strength 
from weakness, the loss and exhaustion of 
strength increased, till at length be fell 
upon the ground, and yielded up his soul to 
the devil. 

Then the knight of the Tyger took off his 
helm.etj to see whether he were alive or dead; 
but when he saw no life left in him> he 
wiped his sword and put it in the sheath, 
and kneeling down upon the ground, he 
thanked God for the victory, believing that 
without his aid no human strength couLl 
have been, sufficient to overcome so great a 
monster. 

But now so great an uproar arose, among the 
peopkji that it seemed as if there were some 
new danger ; it was this — ^they were so re- 
joiced at their delivery frpm the great tj- 
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ranny which they had endured, that with 
one accord they cried out to beset the house 
of Colambar, that none of that bloody line- 
age might be left alive ; for except she was 
likewise dispatched, they feared their former 
servitude. Presently a dame, who was one 
of her women, came to the kuight of the 
Tyger, having her hair dishevelled, and fell 
down before him, saying, 1 beseech you, sir 
knight, since you have courage more than 
enough to conquer your enemies, you will 
not be found wanting in pity to succour 
dames and damsels. The people are going 
to kill my lady Colambar, and there are only 
three knights who defend her ; they entreac 
you to save her, and let her receive then at 
your hands what punishment you may think 
meet. 

r 

He of the Tyger, fearing that if they delayed 
their help would be of no avail, said to his 
comrades. Sirs, let us succour Colambar 
in this extremity; the rage of the people docs 
great hurt in little time. So forcing thei^ 
way through the pr^ss, they reached th^ 
gate which the knights pf Colambar d^ 
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ferKled^ one of them being slain, and theotli^E 
two ready to yield themselves. The knight; 
of the Tyger and bis companions stood be- 
fore them, and turning their faces to the 
people, desired tht^m with the best words 
they could to depart to their houses^ and 
assui*ed them they would not fail to set them 
in such a sure state of liberty, that they 
should no longer be molested with such cruel 
tyranny, as they had been too long a time* 

The people conceived such contentment by 
these words, as they presently departed 
thence^ crying, that tb^ island ought to be 
given to the knight of the Tyger, for th*t it 
tfSL^ his own by right, and t.hey did hjeartily 
desire that he would accept them as his vas- 
sals and subjects, and protect them, and not 
]et the tears of Colambar persuade him 
to leave her again in possession of it, for she 
was worse to be endured than all before her* 

- ft 

He promised to look to all things which re- 
garded their liberty : so giving them a courte- 
ous farewell, he went into the firnt hall, which 
was large and well wrought, and there he 
%tQpt, for the other rooms were full of the 
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cries and lamentations of Colambar*s women, 
and she among them^ well worthy then of com- 
passion, little as her actions deserved it^ her 
hair all dispersed about her. shoulders, hanging 
her head down to the ground, and making 
such pitiful lamentation, as her damsels could 
not chuse but bedew their cheeks with tears, 
beholding the extreme grief of their lady and 
mistress; who at this instant remembered the 
death of her husband, the loss of her sons, 
and destruction of her house, and the death 
of her brother, who came only for her sake 
thither, as well to defend her as also to see 
the death of the knight of the Savage Man ; 
but now being past all hope to have him, 
and fearing lest by him, she had likewise lost 
her daughter Arlanza, of whom she made 
most high and especial account : all these 
occasions considered together, compelled her 
to immoderate mourning. 

The knight of the Tyger being by na- 
ture compassionate, was divers times offet- 
ing to comfprt her ; but he jmlging his pr6^ 
sence would rather enrage than pacify her, 
thought it best to let her alone. Her cries 
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And groans were not like those of other wo* 
men : for as her speech was naturally deep 
and coarse, and now hoarse with lamenting, 
its sound rung over all the arches of ihe 
house, so that it might well have been 
doubted froni whence it came» Sir Pal- 
merin, said Platir, if we are guided by your 
disposition, we shall never have done— »Let 
US dispose of her at once, and secure our- 
selves from her wiles, for there is nothing else 
to fear* Sir Platir, replied he of the Tyger, 
do what you think best, but do not let*me in- 
terfere, for it is not in my nature to bear to 
see the face of one so wretched. So they 
three took counsel together without him, and 
agreed to send her on board their ship, and 
carry her to Constantinople, that the empe- 
ror might dispose of her as he thought meet. 
Incontinently they ordered her to be taken# 
and being in a manner senseless, she was put 
in a cart, and carried to the port, where they 
embarked her, and Daliarte remained to 
guard her, while the others determined what 
should be do^e with the islapd« 
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CHAPTER we. 



The history reporteth, that Colambar, over- 
come vi\i\i exceeding grief and anguish of 
mind^and worn out with rage^ and the violence 
of her lamentations^ fell on the ground in a 
trance^ like one dead. Platir^ who desired to 
see the end of thathouse^ gave orders to take 
her up in that state ; but she was so heavy^ 
that with great labour^ and the help of other 
men, they could scantly bear her down into 
the qourt. There they placed her in a cart, 
which was covered over with an awnings 
and so she was carried away to the ship, 
being followed by some of her \yomen on 
foot, and with their hair loose, who made 
such woful and bitter lamentations,' as it 
VOL.111. 2 a 
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moved even tliem to pity who had suffered 
utider her cruelty. 

When they were come to the ship they 
conveyed her thereinto, being still senseless, 
and two of her dames would by no means 
depart from her, but determined to bear her 
company till the last ; fornoteven the wicked 
in this world are without some who love 
them. When she returned to herself, see- 
ing herself in the ship, and in the custody of 
lier enemies, her power gone, and no hope 
of recovering it, she would have cast herself 
into the' sea, judging that to be the only 
way to end her sorrows. Beroldo, Platir, 
and Daliarte, who were in the ship with 
her, for the knight of the Tyger was on 
shore, laid hands on her, and endeavoured 
to comfort her with hopes which appear- 
ed trifling to her, since her best hopes 
were lost; but as among them there was 
that of seeing her daughter, the desire she 
liad of this something pacified her. Never- 
theless, as they knew well that nothing was 
such a sovereign remedy to the desperate as 
aeath itself, they would not leave her with- 
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oat good guard. Daliarte tberefore remained 
in the ship, and Platir and Beroldo went on 
shore, where they found him of the Tyger 
surrounded by the people, who came to see 
him and serve him, as the preserver of their 
lives and liberties ; rejoicing at last, after so' 
»any troubles, and so cruel a tjTanny, to ob-» 
tain him for their lord, and thinking this a 
efficient repayment for all which they had 
endured ; and scarcely could they believe it 
possible that so great happiness should be iu 
store for them. He of the Tyger received 
them with that natural grace and benign 
»ity with the which Heaven had gifted him j 
but in no case would he accept the govern-^ 
meat of the isle, for tliat he said it appertained 
to his brother Florian, he haying with greater 
cost of his blood destroyed its tyrannous 
luiers ; as for himself and his friends^ they 
eame hither only to find him. 

But if he should refuse this, then peradven-^ 
ture he might accept the state which they 
would bestow upon him, and meantime would 
in his name receive their homage, and pro^ 
vide a governor' according to their choice^ 

^ A 2 
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and he besought them to be contented to 
Become vassals of him^ who with his own 
bloody and at the expence of so many wounds, 
had purchased them, and would love them as 
persons who had cost him so dearly. 

The principal persons of the island that were 
there present, made answer, that they were 
willing to receive him for their lord, and in 
what manner he pleased would do homage to 
him, and deliver up the fortresses. Forthwith 
they assembled together all the commanders 
thereof, and on the morrow delivered up the 
keys into his hands. The knight of theTyger 
having set all things in due and necessary or- 
der^ returned them into their hands that had 
the custody before, until such time as his 
brother should arrive and dispose of them at 
his pleasure. In this business he employed 
that and the following day, being entertained 
with many devices which the people invented 
for his contentment, all far different from 
what his heart desired. And as he was giv* 
ing orders to guard the treasures of Colam« 
bar, which were full great, being the spoils 
of man^, till the knight of the Savage shoukl 
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dispose of them, he saw Selviani come lu^ ac« 
companied with the ancient knight who had 
been his host^ at his first arrival in the isle ; 
and who being informed of the victory, lost 
his former fears. This was a new joy to him 
of the Tyger, who felt no joy complete 
while Selviam was absent : for such is the 
love of those who have been fostered together. 

The host humbled himself at his feet, saying/ 
Sir, if you did not receive in my house that 
courtesy and respect which to so great a per- 
son are due, let the sorrow which I feel be 
my punishment; for to whomsoever your 
presence comes, it is easy to perceive its 
worth. He of the Tyger raised him up and 
embraced him, aaying. The honour and 
courtesy which I received from you in aland 
where they were fofbidden, I ^ell remember 
and by how much the more rigorously they 
were forbidden, so much the more am I 
bound unto you. And for that at this present 
I have not wherewith to guerdon you, I pray 
you to accept the government of this island^ 
the lord thereof I know will be well content- 
ed therewithal; and if fortune vouchsafe to 
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call me into any dignity^ I will not fail to re^ 
member yoa; 

How^ sir^ said Argentao^ which was the name 
of this ancient knight^ hath this people here 
any other governor than yourself ? Yea, he 
i-eplied, my brother, the Icnight of the Sa- 
vage, to whom *Jt doth by greatest right ap- 
pertain. I feared, s^id Argentao, that there 
still remained some of the stock of Bravo- 
rante ; but he who desires to serve you, wil* 
also be well pleased to serve your biotfaer* 
The honour which you bestow upon me I ac- 
cept : for though I am unworthy of so great 
a thing, you are not he who should bestow 
little ones. Howbeit, I would have the 
people of this country satisfied therewith^ for 
if that he not the case, I will not govern 
chose who may despise my government 

Now as this Argentao was a knight of noble 
lineage, and a right good christian, and one 
of good customs, and ivhom the giants had 
long hated, because the good are always hate* 
ful to the wicked, the people did well allow 
lo accept him for their gove^or^ and gladly 
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yielded obedience to him, thinking it a fit 
thing that he should be their governor^ For 
virtue hath this privilege, that even they 
who are not virtuous acknowledge its pre- 
eminence ; so he remained governor, to the 
contentment of all. 

He of the Tyger and his companions then 
sent for Baliarle, and Selviam the while re- 
mained in the ship, who being dismayed at 
the sight of Colambar, and by what he heard 
of the might of her brother, concluded that 
every thing was possible to his lord. When 
Daliarte came, they determined that the ship 
should sail for Constantinople, and one of 
Beroldo's squires in it ; for he, who was not 
only a good knight, but also prided himself 
in being gaily adorned, had always two or 
three squires with him, that he might be the 
better served. This one was to present the 
emperor of Greece with the news of the victory 
in that island, and also to deliver Colambar 
into his hands. It was also appointed, that 
when Arlanza and the ship of Alfernao should 
arrive with the knight of the Savage, every 
thing should be surrendered into his haqds^ 
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and he should determine of them according 
to his pleasure. No other security for this 
was needed than that Argentao was governor, 
and the desire which the people had to perse- 
cute Alfernao as soon as he should appear, 
lest any evil might come from him ; such is 
the effect of the works of the wicked, that 
the good cannot be at rest till they are utterly 
destroyed. From Arlanza nothing was fear- 
ed ; contrariwise, they desired her honour and 
comfort: for. albeit she was bred up amid the 
tyranniesof her father and the cruelties of 
her brethren, and notwithstanding the 
damnable condition of her mother, she was 
always compassionate, benevolent, full of 
pity, and virtuous inclinations ; insomuch, 
that sometimes by her tears and intreaties 
she had prevailed upon her parents to do 
things contrary to their dispositions. 

AH things being thus determined, Beroldo's 
squire, whose name was Albaner, embarked 
with Colambar, when the pilot hoisted sail, 
and the wind serving gallantly, they rode on 
at pleasure, and cut the seas with marvellous 
expedition. The comrades stood gazing at 
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the vessel till she was out of sights remaining 
then with their bodies upon shore, and their 
thoughts on the sea, for that way their 
hearts would have led them, though none 
of them could so greatly resent that longing 
as the knight of theTyger; the others had 
sent letters and messages, thereby something 
relieving their wishes ; but how could he 
who trusted his secret to none^ find any 
such consolation ? * 

When they had lost sight of the ship, as the 
day was yet yoqng, and he of the Tyger little 
wont to spend idle hours, he asked the others 
if they would visit his Perilous Isle, which 
was hard by, saying it would not be vvell were 
he to pass so near and not call there. Well 
pleased were they, for the things of that island 
were such that men might well have come 
from far to see them. Argeritao ordered a 
foyst to be made ready, whereof there were 
many there, being vessels which Bravo- 
rante used more than any others ; and the 
four companions embarked in it, and Ar- 
nentao with some of the chiefs in another, 
carrying refreshments with them, because 
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they knew not how the place whither they 
were going might be stored. So they de- 
parted from the Profound Island^ rowing 
along its sbore^ that they might behold it at 
their pleasure, for there were many goodly 
towns and large villages therein ; — any prince 
might have been well content with such a 
dominion. Argentao from his foyst told 
them the names of the places as they went 
along, and that the population was small ac- 
cording to the nature of the land, by reason 
of the cruelties of Bravorante. Thus thej 
past that day^ and during the night crossed 
over to the other island. When the morning 
opened, they found themselves near it, and 
cast anchor in the port where Palmerin had 
arrived when first he came there, there being 
no other there. Tlien having landed their 
horses, they would fain have mounted ; but 
the way was so narrow, and the rock so steep, 
that there was no advancing except oa foot; 
so giving their horses to their squires to leadi 
they began to ascend one after another. 

Long time it was before they were come to 
^he place where Palmerin found the mona- 



men t, With thf^se letters engraven thereon j 
Pass no further. There they mounted^ for 
the way then permitted it, and rode under 
those fair overbowering boughs, till they 
gained the lop of the rock. The manner of 
that land seemed marvellous to the three 
companions, and to Argentao and his com- 
pany, as also the goodliness of the trees 
and the strength of the situation. But when 
they were come to the fountain, they had 
then a greater cause of astonishment, for 
there they saw huge beasts like unto them 
\vhich Palmerin slew, when they would not 
suffer him to drink of the water : these beasts 
were so cunningly and artificially framed, 
that though they were things of art, without 
life or spirit, yet were they so made to the 
likeness and exact proportion of tlie others, 
that their lifeless fierceness struck the same 
fear to the beholders. They were chained 
by the necks with the self same chaijas as 
the living ones had been, being themselves 
made of metal, by the hand of evea so rare 
an artist as Urganda herself; who foreseeing 
it, and that the memory of a feat so notable 
might not be effaced by time, had placed 
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tliem here, upon the spot where it bad been 
atchieved. 

Now as this was as new a thing to him of 
the Tyger as to his companions, he suspected 
that it was one of Daliarte's works, and be- 
sought him to resolve that doubt. Sir, re- 
pHed Daharte, she which invented the ad- 
venture of this foiintain, did well, that as tliej 
who failed therein should be forgotten, so he 
which should atchieve the honour thereof, 
should leave to idl posterities a perpetual re- 
membrance of him ; and therefore she or- 
dained these, cruel beasts, framed in the na- 
tural shapes of them which you slew, ap- 
pointing that as soon as the natural ones de- 
cayed, these should be placed in their stead; 
,to the end that they which come into this 
island may render continual laud and com- 
mendation to your prowess. Moreover, in 
this place where you slew the knights of Eo- 
tropa, you will find their images, being lively 
carved in marble, of the same height and 
proportion as they were, defending their 
shields, which you will yet see hanging on 
their several pillars, even in the snir.e jnanner 
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as they were on the day of your victory and 
tlieir overthrow. Here you behold the fore- 
sight of Urganda, whose the island once was^ 
and unto whom you are no little beholden, 
seeing that by her means your noble deeds 
are thus registered for perpetual memory. 

Certainly, answered Beroldo, much is due to 
her, but more to him who had the power to 
end such a perilous adventure : as for myself, 
I may say, that though these beasts are life- 
less, I stand in fear, and should not dare at- 
tack them ; much less were they alive. Do 
you not see, said Platir, thp letters engraven 
on this fountain i some invite us to drink> 
others warn us to refrain ; but since the dan- 
ger is warranted, we may taste. They then 
all went up to the fountain, and washed the 
dust and sweat from their faces, and having 
drunk of the water, commended the sweet- 
ness thereof above all other waters. 

Argentao, and they of the Profound Isle^ 
knew notwbat tofiay, forthey had not hearts 
ever to conceive of such .things; and even 
Platir and Beroldo, albeit they were good 
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and hardy knights^ and surpassing among die 
best^ nevertheless they hdd this feat to be 
an admirable thing. 

After they had well noted the singularity of 
this fountain^ they took their way to the 
castle, where hard by the moat side stood 
four fair jasper pillars, whereon hanged four 
shields, like unto them which Palmerin won 
from the four knights, and there stood the 
images of the knights in marble, having the 
like armour and shields as the defenders of tlie 
shields had borne ; and being large limbed, 
and of fearful strength, they well bespake 
the wortI> of him who had conquered them. 
The name of each was written upon the rim 
of his shield. These things excited admira- 
tion in them all, nor was he of the Tyger 
without it, seeing the dangers through which 
he bad past, even as if they were present. 
And now the bridge over the moat was 
lowered by command of Satiafor, a squire 
came over it to know who those knights 
were, and then it was drawn up again, ac* 
cording to custom. But when he saw the 
true lord of the cn^le^ the bridge was let 
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down again^ and Satiafor came out to weU 
come them and condact them in. 

Methinkfl, &aid Platir, when they had en- 
tered the court, the things of this coun- 
try are unlike those of all others ; for if the 
adventures were perilous^ the fortress and 
the manner thereof are not less admirable^ 
Certes^ the more I see, the more doth it ap* 
pear that the skill and knowledge of Urgandd 
ought to be esteemed above all other. Platir 
did not err in this ; for as these palaces were 
mad^ for her own dwelling and place of 
repose^ where for the most part she made her 
abode, hatving with her her friend whom she 
loved so well, as is related in the history of 
Amadis^ she displayed the utmost of her 
fikill and ingenuity in the invention and 
fashion thereof: and when that skill was so 
excellent in all things, let any one judge 
what it would be when it was employed upoQ 
things so greatly to her own liking. 

Having seen this apartment, they came to 
the place where the giant stood, put as that 
iantastic one had been, with the iron mficO 
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in his bands ; but this they held for so little 
a feat^ in comparison with the fore past^ that 
they did not stop to look at it. From thence 
they went to the place where he had crost 
the river ; and seeing the manner of the 
bridge^ and the narrowness and rottenness 
thereof^ and the . depth of the water^ the 
sight of this perilous adventure made them 
forget all the bravery they bad seen befpfie. 
Selviam, who till now had gone on rejoicing 
in his heart over the atchievemenfts of bis 
loid^ now lost that joy, and the tears came 
into his eyes> having before him the perils 
which had been gone through in that fortress; 
but the knight of the Tyger perceiving 
this while his other friends were busied ia 
beholding the occasions there present, went 
to him and said^ Selviam, my friend, do not 
think that any feat can be -difficult for him 
to atchieve, ^ho hath the remembi'ance of 
the lady Poiinarda on his side. This was 
enterprized and atchieved in h^ name; 
think it not therefore much. Then turning 
to the others he said, Sirs, let us waste no 
more time on things of so small importance, 
t^ut go eat, for Satiafbr is calling us. You 
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may think little of them^ sir Palmerin, said 
Beroldo, for nothing can be much to you ; 
but they are not to be thought little of, 

Satiafor then led them into a spacious hall, 
of singular- workmanship^ and wkh a goodly 
prospect, A tank of water sounded by the 
door thereof, and supplied a garden weU 
stocked with many tiees, some for fruit, 
others for shade, and all plaqts in due place 
and order. Here they were set at supper, 
being served with such pomp and state, as 
there wanted nothing that could be devised ; 
for Satiafor, being desirous to witness their 
great welcome into the Perilous Isle, shewed 
himself surpassing bountiful ; as in truth he 
was by nature, and now also desirous to 
please the knight of the Tyger. There they 
past the day, and when night came beds 
livere provided for all from among the spoils 
of Eutropa, who, as she was a great lady, was 
always well provided with things necessary 
for her guests, as was needful for her friends ; 
as for her enemies, she had prepared other 
"welcQine for them. 

aa3 
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CHAPTER 117, 



On the following morniug the four compi^ 
tiion&went into the gardeOi which among the 
notable things of that place was not least to 
be esteemed ; for as Urganda was there wont 
to pass the sesta in summer with her friendi 
she laid it out after her pleasure* It was 
laid out in divisions which were separated 
by broad walks^ all in such rule and com- 
pass^ that in no pan was there any irregu- 
larity^ and planted on each side with high 
:and wide branching elms, all of equal growth^ 
and placed at equal distances^ which made it 
the more beautiful. From one tree to an- 
x>ther, the whole length of the walks, was 
trellis-Work of so many gallant fashions, that 
it seen^ed impossible iQX human wit to hav^ 
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devised them all ; and all were as new as if 
they had that day been finished. The walks 
were paved with white and green stones IsM 
in lozenges^ which gave them the greater 
grandeur and gallantry. As many as there 
we^e plats in the garden^ so m$^ny wer^ the 
differences of trees, plants, aqd tlowers^ con- 
formable to the place. In some there were 
trees of huge trunks, &o high that they 
seemed to couch the clouds, svnd &a thickly 
set that you could scarcely find way between 
them, and so bravely br^o^bed, ^s the sun, 
could not offend any veith heat ; there was^ 
such a delicate shadow^ and of such quality 
.and nature, that in the hottest calm qf sunvr 
mer they always moved, with the wind. In 
others there wer^ tr^es reared for the uses of 
lite, of the rarest fruits that nature could 
produce; iq others,^ il^owers that blossomed 
^U the year round, and of as many colours as 
Spring bjcings with her in her bravest array. 
Here w^r^ green plats without the intermix- 
.xare of any other plants, of a short herb^ 
^smpQth shaven, whereon to enjoy the sun 
wbei^ it should be delightful. Here rough 
;^4 craggy ro<;Hs iq. ^otbei; division^ cot^ 
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vered with ivy and other plants, feccbrding t^ 
their nature, and from the top there opened 
pipes of water, which fell from stone t6 
stone, atid wfere so eurioufely devised, that tte 
sound of the water upon the stones presented 
whatever harmony thfe nightingale^ and all 
other sweet birds make in the season wbea 
it is sVeetest to listen to them. At the foot 
of the rock all these waters were collected in 
tanks, fronted with a crystal stone wrought 
in masonry of Roman work, of such rare 
gallantry, that the eyes were not inore de- 
lighted with beholding it, than the under, 
standing wa^ confounded in devising how it 
had been wrought. And what was most 
notable was, that none of all these things 
had suffered' decay ; but all retained their 
prime beauty and perfect nature ; the trees 
had their full leafiness, the flowers their 
fresh blossoms, the fields their delightfoi 
verdure. And moreover, there were clemr 
fountains in convenient places, the waters of 
which were received in secret pipes, and 
from thence spouted np with great force, 
when it fell again into great basons of the 
^ame stone as the tanks^ and wrought afm 
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the same flishion. From thence the water 
spread all ways^ tbroi^h metal channels^ 
and watered the whole garden and every 
thing therein 4 and this not by the labour of 
any one, but the pipes were so devised as 
to direct it every where. This was not done 
M'ithout mystery ; for that water was of such 
excellent virtue, either of itself^ or that the 
i)uality of the earth imparted it, that by the 
virtue theicof all the things in thut gulden, 
were preserved free from decay. 

^he knights had so much tp do in beholding 

these things^ that the hour of dinner overr 

took them, and they woyld not tarry long at 

table, for they wished to return again, and 

survey them at leisure ; and in this manner 

they passed the day, and when night came 

on, they pkst the greater part thereof in disf 

coursing of the great wisdom and discretioa 

of Urganda, so that it was well nigh mom«* 

ing before they retired to sleep. When they 

ivere risen, Satiafor came to them with new 

Xidings. M ethinksy Sir, said he to the knight 

of the , Tyger, that when the things of this 

island are old, nov^ties are still to be fpund* 
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you were walking yesterday, and which I 
visit every day^ and in the most open part 
thereof. I have now found a great square 
chamber^ of the rarest work and fashion that 
i ever saw ; for though all the other things of 
this house may well he esteemed marvellousy 
this, in my mind, is far above them all. I 
could not enter therein, for the door was oc* 
cupied by two huge and terrible giants who 
guard it. Now, Sir, it is good that you try 
their courtesy, for I am persuaded the re- 
Ward that is due to your knightly travels, 
bestowed in conquering this isle, undoubtedly 
is within that place* 

This news did so amaze the knights, that 
they started up presently, and armed them- 
selves; and coming into the garden, they 
found in the midst thereof, which yesterday 
had been vacant, that stately chamber, which 
they stood to behold, as indeed it was XftA 
worthy to be seen : for the ontet walls 
thereof were wrought with such subtle gallan* 
tries in white and hard marble, that it wduld 
4>ave seemed full difficult to execute the like 



887 

in yielding wax. It had a lofty spire covered 
^'ith tiles of many colours^ so bright that th^ 
sight could QQt t^rry Ipng enough upon theni 
to determine what they were; when they, 
were eyed at distance, and so became more 
endurable^ all that could be distinguishe4 
was, that one colour gave beauty to another, 
and that all werp perpetually shifting tlieir 
hues. From the top of tb$ spire there ros^ 
a long flag-staff of silver, whereon was ^ 
square vane,' after the fashion of a b^nner^ 
made of incorruptible materials. On on^ 
tide thereof the starry heavens wer^ figured, 
with all the planets in their circle, and in th^ 
midst of them Mercury, attired in that an- 
cient habit that they of old time did report 
him to wear; on the other was pictured Her- 
•cules^ tearing in pierces the chief Caciis. 

At the four corners of this house were four 
goodly trees, thatwere justof the height of 
the spire, and their branches spreading 
bravely all abroad ; but such that none could 
devise neither their name nor quality, an(} 
they seemed things supernatural : and round 
about ^he house were glass windows pfmar- 
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tcHous costliness^ that gave light plentiriiHy 
f nto d}l places of the same^ the glass having 
ancient histories figured on it which were 
tvell TTorthy to be noted. Metbinks^ said 
Platir, having well observed the whole, that 
since Urganda delighted tu deck this so 
bravely Wiihout, no doubt she hath made it 
far more sumptuous within ; let us therefore 
try the cruelty of the giants ; and if they 
will permit us, see what there is. Sir Pal 
merin, I should greatly esteem the favour 
if in this adventure you would allow m& to 
inatv<6 the first essay; for here and every 
where else, we are at your commands. 

"Who, think you, would hinder you, replied 
Palmerin, in a thing wliich you desire so 
much ? Do youir pleasure, and free the en- 
trance for us ; for if yoU fail we must lose 
the hope of it. The brave Plaiir, that be 
might not hear himself praised by one before 
-whose feats all others were of little account, 
advanced before he had finished these words, 
covering himself with his shield, and sword 
in hand, towards the giants, who taking their 
maces in their hands, prepared themselyes to 
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ieceive him, and when he had set his foot 
on the first step, which was not past the 
height of one cubit,* one of the giants 
coming two paces forward,' as if he had been 
a Hving body, took him in his arms, and 
having thrown him down the two steps td 
the ground, retui*ned again to his post- 

Platir being greatly offended to see himself 
so used, came and made a second and third 
assault ; but he Was served as he was before. 
Beroldo then went and tried his fortune i 
tut he sp6d as Platir did before him. 

The knight of the Tyger, whpse heart couldt 
notendur6 to behold the failure of his friends^ 
went on without waiting to let Daliaite try 
his fortune, and advanced himself to the ad- 
venture ; but as the treasure of that cham- 
ber did not appertain unto him, his lot was 
like that of the other twain : not indeed, that 
6ne giant threw hita from the defended door, 
tilt both togfetlier advanced toward him, for 
an ima^e of gold which stood over the door- 
ivay/and \^al$ made after the likeness -of an 
•M woman, clad in the manner of old times 
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Called out to them both to do their duty> and 
not suffer her treasure to be spoiled by one 
tvho was not. worthy thereof. Each then 
taking him by one arm, in spite of all 
his strength and courage, they threw him 
down the steps* Now, though these were 
things of enchantment, and therefoi*e Httle 
to be felt or grieved for, yet he of the Tyger, 
revolving in his memofy all his good fortunes 
past, thought that now that fortune had 
reached its summit and was beginning to 
decline, seeing that after having atchieved 
things so great, he now prevailed so little in 
one of less consideration. 

In the mean time, while his thoughts were 
occupied in this conceit, DaUarte advanced 
to the door^ more to be partaker with his 
friends in their foil, than for any opinioa 
he had himself to end the adventure ; for he 
y^QH, believed, that where the flower of all 
prowess had failed, his would remain far 
behind. Howbeit^, leaping up the steps^ he 
offered to charge the giants; but without 
making any shew of resistance, they hum- 
bled tliemselves at his feet^ graotiqg him free 
liberty to enter^ 



Contented with this obedience, he stood 
awlnle bfeholding the workmanship of th6 
door, which was of like excellency with the 
rest of the building; when the image that stood 
above, in the presence of them all, opened t 
little cofier which she held in her lap, so rich, 
and of such surpassing value, as to be above 
all price ; and taking from thence a little kef 
of gold, let it fall by a string of black silk, 
^vbich the sage Daliart^ took> and without 
any fiirther delay opened the door. Tlien 
Palnaerin, Platir, and Beroldo, joined him 
Without let, and did all enter with him, and 
presently they understood that the ccuiquest 
of that chamber belonged to no other than 
him who had atchieved it; and they held 
in still highel* esteem the wisdom of Ur- 
ganda, this being her library, wherein she 
was always wont to study : and certes, though 
all the things which they had before seen were 
admirable, and such as did greatly amaze them, 
yet the sight hereof did very much delight 
their eyes, mjore than any thing else they 
had seen in the whole islands 

This library was round, about garnished with 
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infinite books, wherein was included all the 
excellence of all the sciences that could b^ 
devised, the books lying on sun^ptuou^ 
shelves and desks of gold, and the desks being 
supported with birds and beasts of antique 
work, ^11 of the same met^l. The coverings 
of these books were clotl) of gold, haying a^ 
every corner pljaced precious stqpes of in- 
credible value, and the clasps ^Isp were of 
jewelry. The walls, higher than where the 
books reached, were round ^bout decked 
with images of ladies made to the likeness of 
those who were most famous for their rare 
and singular bieauty, they heing all in sucljt 
robes and devices of app^el as they wer^ 
•wont to wear, each in her day; and with 
such a semblance of the life, that whoso be- 
held them could scant believe they were life- 
Jess bodies, for in nothing did they resemble 
j|:hings inanimate, save that the limbs had ng 
power of motion, and the tonguje no liberty 
of speech. Nqw, as they who affect such 
things forget all other when they have them 
present, even so were these companions 
so busied with what they saw before them, 
^bat all the past was put clean out of remeni- 
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brance, especially when among those images 
they saw those which they bore in thciy 

hearts. 

All along one part of this chatnher were the 
images of such as lived in the time of Ur- 
ganda, her own being in the midst of them 
such as she was in the days of her youth> 
she sitting in a chair of gold, having a book 
in her hand. On her right hand was placed 
Oriana, the daugl>ter of king Lisuarte of 
Great Britain, and on the other side was. 
Briolania the queen of Sobradisa : thea. 
Leonarina, the princess of Constantinople^ 
and the two princesses Melicia and Orlinda, 
each of them having their names imposed 
under them in letters of gold. There were'' 
none other hat these, wherefore it is to be 
believed, that the others of their time, 
who had also the commendation of beauty^ 
as is written in the book of king Amadi?^ 
Were not iVorthy * of this immortality. , On 
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* This seems to allude to the inferiority of tii the con>- 
tinuators of Tasoo ^obeif su. 
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another side was to be seen Isco* la Blonde, 
Guenever, wife of king Arthur and mistress 
to Lancelot du Lake, the second Lseo of the 
white hands, with others, which in those 
days had flourished in Great Britain ; it being 
Ureanda's intention to leave some memorial 

of the wonders of that land, because she 

• ' * ■ • . • • ^ ■ ' . ■ ' ■ 

was a native thereof. On a third side were 

those of later days : the empress Polinarda> 

Agriola the empress of Allemain, Gridonia, 

Fierida, and Francelina, figured so near their 

just proportions, as there 'wanted nothing 

but life itself: all of them woi:thy high praise 

for their surpassing beauty ; but Flerida was 

judged to exceed them all. On the fourth 

side were those who were still flourishing; 

Polinarda the daughter of Primaleon, Mi- 

raguarda, Lionarda the princess of Thrace* 

Altea^ Sidela, daughter to king Tarnaes 



* As tlie orthography of this heroine^s name is douhtfu^ 
] have followed the t^ortugueze. It supplies another ana- 
logy against the reading which Mf . Walter Scott has followed 

• 

'n his edition of Sir Tristram. The stories of the Round 
Tabic were popular in Portugal in the fourteienth century— ^' 
of this I have some c«rious instances to adduce beieaftdr.- " 
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of Lap^dernonia^ and Arnalta, princess o^ 
Navarre, who, though her actions were uu 
yorthy of that chamber, yet merited a placq 
there for her beauty. Polinardi^ was seated 
ill the midst of these, f^s she who seemed to 
excel the other ; yet, if f lorendos had beei^ 
there, she would not have appeared so to him, 
and he would have had reason for not think- 
ing so ; for Miraguarda had such a look, that 
It seemed as if her place ha^i been usurped. 
On the $rst side, Oriana apd Briolania'were 
of such equality tqgether as it would have 
tried a sharp wit to say which of thenx was 
fairest : but yet Qriana had in her counte- 
nance a quiet loveHpe^s, ^hich made the 
beholders willing to allow tlie victory to her. 
But whoso had surveyed all iix the chamber: 
with a free and unoccupied judgment, would 
have judged that neither Oriana, Briolania, 
Polinarda, Flerida, nor Miraguarda, whg^ 
were the fairest, was sp fair as Iseo la Blonde. 

The four companions were sip amazed a^ 
what they saw before them, and each so, 
occupied with his own thoughts, as not ta 
notice the extremes of the others. Beyond, 
tthem all^ he of the Tyger, seeing the coun- 
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terfieit of her that did so much torment him, 
with the same native grace> and attired in 
the same manner as she was when he took 
his farewel of her, could not beheve that it 
was a thing of art, but fell into such a con- 
ceit of imaginations as though it were his 
lady Polinarda indeed, and looked at her as 
though it were her very seU> with the same 
fear; and silently addressed himself to her, 
saying. Lady, 1 know well that this is you ; 
and since it is^ it would not be ill. done, 
if you were sometimes to change your will 
towards me, in recompence of my love and 
deservings. But to whom am I spk^akingy 
or what; profit do I receive in nsing such 
speeches to her, who maketh herself deaf; 
and will not hear me, and dumb wb^n she 
should speak to me; in every thing where- 
with you should give life to me you are 
dead ; but in all that can give me pain^ I find 
you living, to my cost. If, however, it pleaseth 
you to treat me thus, what have I to'complain 
of ? For in fine, what you wish that do 1 wish 
also, and am content with the cruelty you 
shew me, thinking that you are so ; and in 
this confidence 1 support myself, and it may 
be that in this I err. In this manner, each 
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held silent discourses to her whom he affected^ 
and they who had none present to discourse 
pntOy let their phantasies rove at will^- not 
knowing where to fix them. There Platir 
had the princess Sidcla^, daughter to king 
Tarnaes of Lacedemonia. whom he after- 
wards e3poused9 and becaqse king of that 
country. Beroldo the prince pf Spaip^ find- 
ing not his lady and mistress in this place^ 
felt not iffie same contentment as these^ an4 
yet would not confess to himself that she wasi 
ess worthy of a seat there than these others ; 
for it is the nature of true lovers to he so 
well satisfied with those whqm they do afifect, 
that they will allow non<^ other to have the 
vantage over them. And in truth, Pnistalda> 
whom Beroldo served, deserved to have beerj 
among tjaeir number: and if she was not 



* This probably refers to the Romance of Platir. His mar- 
riage with Sidela is indicated in the latter chapters of Pri- 
maleon, where Platir is appointed as his father's lineal suc- 
*^cssor in chivalry, and Pompides as Don Duardos^s. The 
Chronicle of Platir was probably obscured by the merit q^ 
the present story. 
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found there, it was only because Urganda had 
appointed that place for such as were para- 
gons of nature. 

When they had long looked on, Daliarte at 
length said. Sirs, methinks if you be not in- 
terrupted, you will take up your perpetual 
abode here, and these lifeless images cause 
you to forget them whom your duty com- 
mandeth you to remember ; I pray you yield 
not so absolutely to these, which are lio 
other but shapes without substance, for in 
the beholding these you do but mis-spend 
your time, looking for that recompence 
which they have not the power to give you. 
It is more necessary to go to them whom 
the pictures represent, who in time will more 
sufficiently content your hearts, than your 
eyes receive pleasure in looking on these 
toys, whose fantastic appearances you may 
at any time enjoy. 

At this the knight of the Tyger turned to 
him, saying. What would you, sir Daliarte, 
that he who beholds the wonders of this 
chamber should do, but gaze upon them till 
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be Joses all recollection of other things f For 
myself | am, I cooi'css^ so amazed at what 
is before me, as scarcely to know where I 
am! ^A hat then would he be whose heart 
was given to one of these fair personages ? He 
spake in this manner, because he would not 
have his friends suspect his amorous thoughts : 
so departing thence, they went again to the 
castle, where, provision being made, they 
sate down to dinoer, which being ended, 
they concluded to depart from the island, as 
there was now nothing more to see. PaU 
merin being then about to take his leave of 
Satiafor, in the presence of him and of most 
of the other habitants, catted for hift brother 
Daliartp, and said to him, as he bad long re* 
solved to do : 

If I did not hope, my noble friend and bro-* 
ther, that fortune might olie day advance 
me to such estate, as I might be al>le in some 
Bianner to recompence the manifold courte* 
sies I have received at your hands^ you 
might repute me of a base a^id thankless 
nature. And as at ^is time I possess nothing 
irberewitU to maai&st this my great desire^ 
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t beseech you, as a pledge of it; accept this 
island, the thing of all others which I have 
t onqilered with the greatest risk of toy person; 
and cost of my own blood j whi6h I shall thus 
think well employed. And sts this place is more 
worthy to be yours than striy other person's; 
and you more worthy than any other person 
of it, I beseech you do not wrorig ine by re- 
fusing it. At least, remember, that that 
>vhich was of most value Urganda reserved foi^ 
you ; accept therefore the lordship thereof, 
with the same will wherewith I affer it. 
And from this time forth I enjoin Satiafor to 
obey you as be hath done me, and beseech 
you to honour him as I expect, so that he 
Hiay receive, from yqur bands the guerdon of 
the much wherein I stand indebted to him. 

Sir, answered Daliarte, they of this island 
have good occasion' to be offended, seeing 
you will deprive them Of yourself, to give it 
unto one whom it hath cost so little. I accept 
\t because I know that herein I shall h^reaf- 
^er do ypu great service in things which are 
yet to come, and which time will discover; 
^nd I accept SaUlifor^ not as my subject. 
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Btii as my loving friend and companion, as wferf 
for the vailotir of his person, as likewise td 
fetyoii perfectly understand, that lam he 
who vows himself alw&ys at ydur command- 
ment. He then offered to take Palmerin's 
hand to kiss it; but he tdok him in his arms, 
and embracing him, said, God grant, sit bro- 
ther, that time may give me wherewith to 
show you how fully I acknowledge a1I that I 
owe to you. 

Beroldo and Plat ir thought well of thig gift to' 
Daliarte^ saying that nothing was ever better 
bestowed; for the island appeared destined 
for his habitatiotr, and for none other's. Sa- 
tiafor, thoogh he was sorry for the transfer, 
3^et concealed his mind lest he should pur- 
chase the displeasure of his new lord, to 
whom he advanced himself to give obedience, 
J^raying however the knight of the Tygery 
that he would not regard him as anotherV 
vassal, nor forget him.. He of the Tyger 
replied in words* with the which Satiiafor 
fenmined contented, and which afterward? 
were weH accomplished with deeds. Forth-' 
with they resolved tddepwrt, leaving Daliart«i 
Yoii. in. a w 
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for some daysthere. The knight of the Ty- 
ger embarked in the foyst with Argentao, 
meaning to Jand upon the continent at the 
nearest point, and then send him back to 
his government ; and he excused himself to 
Beroldo and Platir, giving theia to under- 
stand, that he must of necessity go alone, 
for that he had an adventure assigaed him, 
where he had promised to be on a day ap- 
pointed, and must appear without a compa- 
nion. They admitted the excuse, either 
believing it, or judging that it was his plea- 
sure to travel alone. So they entered the 
same foyst wherein they were brouglit thi- 
ther, and taking their larewel of him, they 
sailed towards Constantinople, the wind and 
\veather serving them so commodious, as in 
few days they attaiaed the iirm land. 

He of the Tyger ia like manoer landed in 
another country, and tliere dismissed Argen- 
tao, who with laany tears, taking leave of 
him, returned to the Profojuad Island to-as- 
jtume his gpvernment> when the people wel- 
camed btfn with that true welcome of wbicli 
|$a was well worthy^ 
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CHAPTER 118. 



Some time^fter the departure of the Icniglit 
of the Savaje from the court of the emperor 
hift grandtkher^ he and all his household 
teing in gicat fear and sorrow, because therfe^ 
was no news of his preservation, and his des« 
tmtcion wa» held certain by reason of what 
his squire htd reported; it tell out, that as 
the emperor was one day at table, talking 
with certain princes and knights concerning 
this misadventure and his own imprudence 
thefeii*^ Alfernao entered the hall, appeal- 
ing now so much oklet than he had done 
upon his former visit, that thiey scarcely 
knew bim; for the fear which accompa- 
nied,, and the accidents of these latter day^, 
had wiriakled his countenance much, and 
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>i!reakened all his limbs. He, coining befom 
jhe emperor, fell on the groond before hiuij 
and perforce kissed his feet, saying. Most 
powerful Sir, I beseech you, since your be* 
iievolence, humanity, and virtue are generally 
dispensed uato all, c}o i^ot let me .find them 
failing. Well do I know, that if you judge 
rne according to my deeds, there is no reai- 
3on why I should be excused ftom grievous 
punishment ; but this your royal nature caa 
supply, tyhich is accustomed to foi-givP all 
cofiences. I, sir, for my misfortune, am that 
jold man^ who having attained tq in age whea 
,}t was tinie to -have put from joa all wicked 
jthpughts, came to your court to practice evil 
ilevices, as I had ever bepn won; to do ; and 
feigning need of aid, which I had not, yoE 
gave me your graiidson Flopan^ to succou; 
^e. 

Then began he to discourse t^ whole suo- 
,.cess, even as it had chanced, and how Floriaa 
Jbad sent him there to relate all tl^at happened ^ 
that the truth being known, all fear whict 
would needs be entertained for his :safety, 
inight l^e removed. 
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Certes^ ATfeiiMib, replied ihe emperor, yoa 
brought me inio one of the greatest troubles 
that I ever endured. I know not what pa- 
tience could have heen so great, as to forego 
the hatred which I bear you, had you not 
brought me ne\)vs of my grandson's preservtl- 
tion, I give thanks to God who bath deli- 
vered him from your devices, and from the 
revenge of Coiambar. Henceforth I shall 
be more wary ; your dealing shaH remain to 
me for a sufficient example how I give cre- 
dit hereafter to tears and fair speeches, grey 
haii's, and feeble old age. I thank Arlanza 
for what she hath done, and if it fortune 
that she come into my court, will witness 
my good-will, to requite her virtuous deserts : 
that whereunto I am most indebted is the 
storm of the sea, which was the cause of his 
preservation. You may go rest yourself, and 
either stay their coming or depart, at your 
pleasure ; for from this time you are at liberty. 
I will go to the empress and give her this 
news, of which she and her daughters have 
little hope. But as by this time the news had 
spread through the palace, before the em- 
peror could rise up, she came in with Gii- 
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^onia in her hand, and behind her Polinardft 

and the princess Lionarda, who was not th^ 

one who least resented the lo$s of her knight. 

The emperor received theh saying, I see 

lady, I have been late in seeking you ; but the 

desire which I had to hear ^11 that hath be^^ 

fallen your gfandson, and tae perils which 

he hath gone through, delayed me. Then, 

making them be seated, he commanded AU 

fernao to repeat his formal discourse. At 

fernao, to whom it was full grievous to avow 

his own wickedness so ofter, did so, sorely 

against his will, whereat tbose ladies coo* 

ceived a mortal hatred against him ; for ia 

women anger and th^ desire of vengeance 

are alway at hand, and the will of foi^iveness 

is slow. And not being able to bear tb^ 

sight of him, they made th^ emperor dismiss 

him, whereat Primaleon wss well pleased ta 

jsee their little patience. 

At this time, th^t their p^le^sure might be 
complete, they heard a great uproar in the 
place before the palace— tlie cause whereof 
was, that Albaner, prince Beroldo's squire, 
who brought Colambar, b^ the knight of ih: 
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Tyger's comniifncl, was amvcd, and was 
bringing her to the court. All the people 
ran to see her, as one of the most monstrous 
things which had ever been seen in that 
country, and the boys and children made an 
uproar which mng through the palace and 
the whole city. Being surprized at this, their 
surprize was yet greater when Albaner en- 
tered the hall, leading Cotambar by the 
hand, for they knew not what this could be. 
-f\s soon as Alfernao saw her, he knew her, 
and understood that all was latterly lost; and 
drawing near her, he said. It seems, lady, 
the same misfortune that brought me hitbcF, 
hath had the like authority over you ; I be- 
seech you take all patiently, since it is tlie 
will of fate, and bath long been reserved for 
you. When Colambar, who had all this 
while eyed the empcro/ and those ladies, 
turned round and knew Alfernao, she bega^ 
to cry aJoud, suspecting that she was be^ 
trayed, as though with her voice she would 
have shaken the hall in pieces : and thea 
such sobs came from the very bottom of 
her breast, so loud and mournful, that the 
empress and tliose prmcesses^with their, wor 
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men^ coald not bear to hear tbem^ and had 
pity and fear of her at the same time; for 
she was not only huge and ugly out of all 
proportion^ but her lamentation made her 
appear more hideous and frigbtful. When 
at length her tears allowed her power to 
speak^ she said with a hoarse voice, O Al- 
fernao^ is this the end of the trust which I 
reposed in thee, and of the love which my 
husband Bravorante, in his life-time, did bear 
thee i Where is Arlanza my daughter ? Where 
hast thou left her ? Into whose hands hast 
thou betrayed her, depriving me of my child 
Mrhom I have trusted to thee f 

Xiady, replied Alfernao, it is plain you treat 
me as one not knowing what has chanced, 
nor ^s it much that you should suspect my 
truth, it being your nature never to have 
perfect confidence in any thing. I have just 
related my miseries twice, and must now yet 
once again repeat them for the third time, 
that you inay understand what you owe me, 
and how little we both owe to fortune. Then 
having once more unfolded the whole circum- 
i|tance of thait which had happened since 
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lis departure from] her, at the enfd of 
his discourse added, your daughter Arlanza 
^lemains well pleased with lierself, and saith, 
that if yon would have her regard you as her 
mother, it is necessary that you must become 
die friend of him %Yhom you have ever re- 
garded as your enemy, and forget the death oS 
your sons,, and lay aside your hatred against 
him who slew them ; else you must needs lose 
her as- well as her brethren;. Believe me, 
Alfern^o, said Colambar, in all my misfor* 
tones there is nt)thing which afiiicteth me so 
much as these words, from her whom I 
brought forth. Would to Glod that the same 
end which I have seen my sons come tahad 
befallen her also, rather than I had lived to 
seeber affeetiilg the destroyer of her race. 
Now then let all miseries fall upon me which 
the world can bestow. I neither feel nor 
fear them, nor will I have any consolation 
for this wretchedness! And vf'nh that new 
passion, unable to keep on foot, she seated' 
herself on the ground, her spirits failing like 
one dead, so that it wais some time before 
she could speak. In that while Albanei 
made known to the. emperor the whole cir^ 
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cumstance of what happened in the Profound 
|sle ; both how Palmerin had slain the giaot 
Pavoroso, and how his three nephews were 
deprived of their lives by the prowess of Be* 
roldo^ Platir, and Daliarte ; news which did 
greatly satisfy Primaleon and Gridonia, hear-* 
ing thus of the great chivalry of their son. 
He related^ moreover, how the people of the 
Profound Isle had chosen the knight of the 
Savage Man for their lord> and because he 
was absent^ Palmerin had placed Argentao 
to rule the Isle ; and that they bad departed 
to the Perilous Island, where they would re- 
main a few days, and then take their way td 
Constantinople. I know^ said the emperoi» 
that all good fortune is reserved for Palme* 
rin ; in had ki^own he had taken with bin 
so good a guid^ as Daliarte, I should have 
had little fear of Florian's safety. And now» 
would that I could see them here, for my 
condition tells m^ that I bave but short time 
to enjoy them. 

Then calling again for Alfern^Qx he asked hia& 
if it was the intention of the knight of the Sa«f 
vage Man to travel long iq the realon of Spain^ 
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-Sir, answered Alfernao, he is not minded t(t 
retujk'n unto your court, before he have first 
showu the castle of Almourol to Arlauza* 
The princess Lionardu heard this well, and 
as she was already yielded up to love, it was 
nothing agreeable to her> thinking that the 
Bight of Miraguarda would occasion some 
change in him ; on the other hand, she re- 
membered, that being there he would do 
battle with the keeper of the shield, and that 
when he had conquered him in her name> 
her praise would be the greater. Polinarda, 
who perceived these thoughts, being herself 
acquainted with such fears, said to her, let 
your knight, lady, go wherever his inch* 
nation leads him ; for I dare assure you there 
is nothing in the world which can change 
that with the which he went from hence. 
Time will shew whether I know him well or 
ill ; — *have you no fear of Miraguarda's beau« 
ty> for you, are one who need have no «uch 
fear of any I From you, lady, replied Lionarda, 
I cannot conceal this fear, — from any other 
it should have been dissembled : but this fear 
I feel, and am glad that you have relieved it 
with these words, which, as being yours, do 
something assure me* 



•312 

^he emperor then bade Alfernao tell Cdlam*- 
^bar to take comfort, since her grief could 
.not be remedied by this extreme passion, and 
to be sure that she should in that house re- 
ceive a full favourable welcome, as the mother 
of ArJanza; and if she would become a Chris- 
tian, such honours and bounties would be 
-conferred .upon her, that she might there- 
with forget .a part of her sorrow. But as 
Alfernao Jbegan to persuade her to^this effect^ 
(Colambar, not able to bear k, iior to hear 
such tilings^ .determined upon anew and un- 
lieard of action 4 and being full of despair 
and the favour of the devil, she rose up and 
said. How dost thou, Alfernao, recompense 
•the faith and confidence which I reposed ia 
ihee, to render thyself «o willingly on mine 
ienemy's side ; and by the^rsuasiou of them 
thou cumest to will me forsake the lavy 
therein I have been nourished and brought 
up, and wherein I will die. Now then I wiil 
finish my life and thy treasons together, that 
it may be an example, to th/em who do what 
they ought not. 

jyith these wordsj §he laid hands .00 hjjn. 
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and sei^ng him with all her mighty lifted 
him from the ground^ and bore him to one of 
tbe great open windows of the hall ; and be- 
fore any one could g-et to her to succour 
him, she threw him headlong down, and 
herself after him ; where, as the height was 
great, and the place below paved, she died 
presently ; but Alfernao, not being so heavy, 
lived until the next morning. 

The emperor and Primaleon wcne grieved at 
this, but thegempress and the other princesses 
rejoiced that they were so well delivered of 
the cruel Colamhar, for they were still in fear 
of her. And it being now late, they withdr^r 
themselves into their cbambeis. 
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On the next day, after the bodies of Colaili- 
ibar and Alfernao were buried^ as the empe- 
ror was sitting at table, and ^conferrmg with 
Albaoer> prince Beroldo's squire, about 
^any matters of the Profound Isle, an an* 
cient knight .whom he had given charge to 
guard the port of Constantinople, entered 
the great hall, and being come into the em- 
peror^s presence^ he kneeled down>and spake 
as followetfa ; 

Sir, if the news which were yesterday rehear- 
sed of your grandsons did move content 
amid your sorrow, the tidings which I bring 
you at this present, will be no less welcome : 
within your haven is entered four galleys 
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from the Great Turk, wherein^ are Pokndoy^ 
Belcar^ and all the princes and knigiits of 
your court, which have been kept thus long 
in prison ; I came to let you understand here- 
of before they were landed, that no one 
might have the pleasure of bringing you the 
uews before me; 

The emperor was so surprised with this sud. 
den joy, thereof his hope had been full 
doubtful, th^t without making a6y answet 
he departed forth of the hall, and went dowtt 
into the court, almost lyithout remembering 
where he went, or how he was going ; but 
having gone down, and then finding hihiself 
unattended, he stopt, and seated hiftiself u^onl 
^ stone bench, waiting till a horse should be 
brought him. And though many personsi 
who now came spake unto him, and gave himi 
joy of this good fortune, he did liot make 
them any answer, for that his mind wa& 
Iwsied in remembering how m^ny happy 
fortunes had po^e to him one on 'another's 
neck : whereupon he humbly desired ouf 
Lord to temper them with some little visita- 
tion pf sorrow j for it is the nature of i^en o£ 

2 E 2 



316 

good judgment^ to doubt of evil after they 
have received good success^ and when their 
fortune is in its highest state of prosperity^ 
then to have most distrust thereof. In this 
manner he discoursed secretly with himself^ 
and comparing every cause jointly together, 
the tears did plentifully run down his white 
beard, thinking how fortune favoured him 
in his extreme age, and how short a space of 
life remained to him to enjoy this happiness* 
While he was wrapt in these and other such 
imaginations, Primaleon his son, who had 
by this time heard how the galleys were ar- 
rived, came to him, whereupon he mount- 
ed his horse, and with a small retinue 
took his waj' to the port^ where, when he, 
came, he found the greater part of the peoples 
as well the princes of the court as the in- 
habitants of the city, all greatly desiring to 
ftee the prisoners. By this time Polendos, 
Belcar, Onistaldo, with divers others, had 
landed, and that he might the better wel- 
come them, he alighted from his horse, and 
embraced them one by one. But though 
this meeting was for him one of the things 
\n, his life which he had most desired, an4 
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most rejoiced at, nevertheless he was troubled 
to see that Polendos and the rest of his. 
t nights bore with them evident marks of 
their misfortune ; for the greater part of 
them came with beards grown out of all 
measure, pal^ and sallow complexions, and 
weak dispositions of body ; and some who 
when they departed from Constantinople in 
the conxpahy of the princess Targiana, were 
young gallants, returned now with grey 
hairs, and limbs weak like old age, every 
thing bearing testimony of the life which, 
they had endured : when they were all come 
on shore, the emperor received them with, 
the same true love that h^ had ever borne 
them ; and he held Belcar in b;is arms a 
long time, remembering how from a child> 
and even like his own son Primaleon,*he had 
been brought up in his court, being the son 
of his own sister, and of Frisol, king of Hun* 
gary, his brother and especial friend; and 
thinking how to serve him, he had accom- 
panied Targiana on this unhappy journey, 
on which he had set out a comely young 
man, and was returned so different ; so that 
thti remembrance of these things abated the: 
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joy of this happy day. It may be, that at 
this hour also, seeing men before him waxed 
so oldy who might easily have been his grand- 
children, that he . thought of his own great 
age, which according to the course of nature 
could not now last long. After he had thus 
embraced Belcar, and welcomed all, especi- 
ally Onislaldo, the son of king Recindos, 
he turned to his son Polendos, and laying 
aside all sorrowful thoughts,, took his arm, 
and walked with them towards the palace^ 
enquiring as he went concerning their 
voyage> and of his friend Targiana. Pri-. 
maleon went in the. midst between Belcax 
and Onistaldo; and the other princes and 
knights in like wise, communing with their 
friends, followed the emperor. Having 
come to the palace, they there foun^d t^i^ 
empress accompanied with all her hous^, at- 
tending their coming, and were received by 
her each according to the quality of his per-r 
$on. Forthwith the emperor commanded 
they should b^ brought to their chambers^ 
for that they req.uired rest.. 

The princes were lodged ifi tl^e ^j^perpj^'s 
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house, according as it was the custom fot 
those whom he esteemed at their arrivaK 
But when they had taken their leave^ there? 
entered into the hall a Turkish squire, who 
coming before the emperor, began to.salutq 
him with these words : Sir, Almanzar, am- 
bassador from the Great Turk, saith that he 
will not land, lest he might interrupt the joy 
which you receive in the return of youij 
knights, and hath therefore ordered the^i to^ 
be disembarked. If ip this there be any 
discourtesy, forgive it, since the intentioi^. 
excuseth it. On the morrow he will make 
}'ou acquainted with the sum of his embas-» 
sage, which he thinks will abate spmewha^ 
of your present contentment.. 

In truth, squire, said the emperor, I find f 
have been forgetful in not speaking to him,^ 
uor enquiring, for him ; but if this be aa 
error, the pleasure of thia meeting raust be 
my excuse, an4 if it qan \^e amended, wil- 
lingly shall X make the amends. To-morrow^^ 
$ince he chuses to pass th^ pight ip his,galleys„ 
we shall meet, and then I will atone foi: tha 
forgetfulness of. to-day*. The squire de-« 
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parted with this courteous answer, and tl?e 
emperor and empress withdrew then^ selves 
each to their chamber. 

On the morrow the emperor heard mass in 
the house of the empress, where he also dined, 
at her request, that she might entertain Po- 
lendos, Belcar, and Oni staid o. When dinner 
was ended, the emperor commanded the 
principal knights oThis court to go welcome 
on land the Turk's ambassador, to whom he 
would shew himself honourable, as well for 
that he had brought back his knights, as 
because the Moor deserved to be ho-. 
xxourably welcomed, being a great per- 
sonage. 

Polendos, Belcar, and the rest of them that 
had been prisoners, went foremost, to receive 
him on shore, because thev would not have 
him think that they had forgotten the kiad- 
Bcss he shewed them on the seas : whereat 
Primaleon was somewhat displeased, because 
his nature could not suffer him to use $tich 
courtesy towards them he knew to be his 
professed enemies ; but the empejcor thought 
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that of his son, 

Polendos with his company being come to 
the quay, he with Belcar and Onistalda 
took a barge, and went aboard tlie galky to, 
the ambassador, and brought him on shore^. 
The Moor seeing spch principal persons, and 
so great nobility, for Polendos told him who 
they all were, knew well that this exceed- 
ing humanity came from the greatness of 
ipind of him that was their lord and go- 
vernor ; whereupon he judged that a man so 
well beloved of all, should find more friends 
to aid him in his necessity, than enemi^il 
to molest him. 

This while the emperor attended the am- 
bassador's coming in the empress's, cham- 
ber, accompanied with Primaleon, and many 
princes and knights of his court. The am* 
bassador being the same that came before 
to propose the exchange of Albayzar, as hft 
now ^ knew all those princesses, did his de- 
voir to them and to the emperor with greateir 
courtesy and less pride than he had displayei^ 
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before. The emperor wekomed him gra- 
ciously, and besought his pardon if he had 
yesterday shown any neglect towards him* 
Sir, he replied,! well know that things whicbt 
aire greatly esteemed, make others of less 
worth forgotten. Your highness did nothi-Bg 
for which you need demand pardon, nor 
have I ought whereof to complain^ bu,t 
letting this pass, I say, the doubt must well 
be remembered whieh then was of deliver-? 
ing Albayzar to me when I wasL first here^ 
lest the Turk my lord should not send home 
ihem whom he kept as prisoners : I at the 
time affiifniing, that his word was sufficient 
security for the fulfilment of the terms. 
That doubt is now removed, since his part 
is thus . before-hand performed, and I know 
iiot whether he now will be without some, 
till he s6e Albayzar in his house, having no 
other pledge than the word of his daughter 
Targiana, who became surety on your part. 
She beseecheth you that you release her by 
sending home Albayzar, of whom the Turk 
himself willed not me to use any speech- 
When this is answered, I have then anotber 
embassy to deliver in bis naipe, ^yith the 
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v?hich I know not Whether you will be well 
pleased, your age requiring nothing such. 

1 know not what this may he, replied the 
emperor, but this I know, that fortune hath 
so exercised me in great occasions, that I 
doubt whether she can offer me any which I 
should greatl}^ fear. For the princess Tar- 
giana^ I think myself highly bound to her> 
in that her intreaty won the liberty of my 
knights ; and surely it grieveth me that her 
father should be so hostile towards me^ as for 
her sake I would fain it should be otherwise. 
Tlie trust which she hath reposed in me, that 
I would discharge her of her pledge, hath 
not been misplaced; she knew me better 
than her father, who, because be wanted this 
knowledge of my person, wanted also that 
confidence in me which he should have had. 
To her I am bound for all the favours she 
hath done, and it is only by the will I feel 
to requite them and to serve her, that I find 
myself deserving of them. As touching Al- 
bayzar, I have writ to king Recindos, that 
he should send hipi, relying upoa this ex- 
change ; and I belieye it will not be long 
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Ibcforc* he come hither : wherefore I pray 
^ou abide here a few days till he ceme, then 
shall you be dispatched to your content, 
the Turk your lord be rid of his doubt^ 
end the princess Targiana satisfied. 

1 believey said the ambassador, he' will he 
•here sooner than you expect ; for the dam- 
sel who formerly came here with the prin- 
cess Targiana's bidding, was dispatched in 
a galley> twenty days before my setting 
ibrth, that she should let king Recindos 
and Albayzar understand of my coming, and 
certify them of the liberty of your knights, 
that there might be the less delay. Of 
this, theipefore, there is nothing more to be 
said till he shall come. Give order now 
that this letter of credence be read, and 
then I will declare what farther I have in 
charge4 

Thei'e pausing, he took forth of his bosom 
;a letter written in parchment and sealed 

with the arms of .the Great Turk, which 
Jie presented to the emperor, who caused 

it to be opened j aud percciviag thereby 
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that the Turk" willed him to give faithful 
credit to what the ambassador said, Ue de- 
sired hi in to say on : whereto the ambas^ 
sador thus replied : 

Sir, T know vou cannot have forgotten the 
coming of the princess Targiai|a to your" 
court, neither the manner ot her coming ; 
your grandson beguili gher from lier taiher * 
house. Now inasmuch as she being hero 
was entertained by your excellency, the em- 
press, and the princess Polinarda, in suciv 
gracious manner as she esteemelh herself 
during life oound to you for your manifold 
courtesies, my lord the Turk saith, that 
though for old enmity he hath a'l bis life 
desired to make war upon you, and con- 
quer this empire, whereto he hath been 
required by his vassals, and importuned Ly 
his friends; yet having present the entrea- 
ties of his daughter, and the obliLaiion 
wherein for her sake he stands bound unto 
you, he would fain be your frie^id, and 
put all past enmities in forget fulness, with 
this condition, that you^do him justice in 
©ne thing : for according to wiut is said 
vot. Ill, *2 JP 
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of you, h« holds you for such a lover of jus- 
tice, that even in those things which touch 
3'ou the most nearly, you would display your 
virtue. Should you refuse this, he will be 
constrained to take that just vengeance by 
force of arms, which you deny him. It is, 
that you deliver, or cause to be delivered 
unto him, the knight of the Savage Man, that 
he may deal with him according to his hei- 
nous offence ; and as you are perfect in all 
things, that you do not fail in this of your 
wonted virtue. If nevertheless it be other- 
wise, he here rcvoketh all the desire which 
he hath shown for your friendship^ and all 
good will toward you, deadlily defying you 
and your court, and resolving to take the 
most cruel vengeanc*e that was ever seen. 

i could have wished, replied the emperor, 
that when justice was required at my hand, 
it had not been required with threats, lest, if 
I had the will to render it, they should have 
deterred me: but there is no justice in this 
which he di^mandeth. If he saith that Florian 
brought away his daughter, I answer, that 
he did it at the earnest entreaty and desire 
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of herself. Tn fine, 1 hold it time lost to al* 
ledge any dcfeice in this matter; suffice it, 
that nothing shall male me deliver up the 
knight of the Savage Man, unless it were to 
one who would esteem him as* I do myself. 
And though I were willing to consent to this* 
he himself would not consent, for he is hid 
own lord ; nor his father, who is a mighty 
prince. If nevertheless these reasons be no^ 
sufficient to avoid the defiance, it is welcome ! 
I am sorry it comes not in a season when I 
could shew him in arms what I once was 
myself; as it is, I choose rather to have the 
knight for my companion, thsin to expect 
such courlesy as the Turk would show him. 
Oiher answer you are not to look for at my 
hands ; you may go now rest yourself, and 
when Albayzar cometh, if you find the wea^ 
ther convenient, you may depart, and if not, 
as long as you tarry here, such honour and 
Welcome shall be shewn you, as you deserve 
and I desire. I vmW knew, said the ambas- 
sador, this would be the answer whijc^h my 
embassy would needs have ; and having thus 
fulfilled my charge, shall say nothing more 
thereon. 

2 f2 
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Polendos then rose, and besought the empe- 
ror that he would suffer him to entertain the 
ambassador while he staid there ; and bring* 
ing him into his lodging, failed not to let him 
gee, that enemies were better welcomed in 
the emperor's court, than friends were by 
the Turk, 

Primaleon was well contented with the an- 
swer of the emperor his father; for he had 
neither patience nor moderation at hearing 
the pride with which the biddings of the 
lurk were accompanied. Who will think, 
tjiat the princess Lionarda was not troubled 
at hearing the knight of the Savage Man 
demanoed^ that he might be sacrificed among 
bis cnemie^ ! in" truth, till the emperor had 
fiill^' declared himself, her* heart was fiJll of 
fi.ar, caused by the love with which from the 
first moment she bad regarded him. This 
fear \Na<^ nut so well dissembled but that the 
]: dy Polinarda perceived it, with whom, after 
the empress had retired^ she held talk con«* 
cerning the matter. And as Lionarda knew 
nothing of the coming of Targiana to that 
courts or how else the matter stood, she 
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besought her to declare bow these occasions 
had happened. 

When Polinarda had herein satisfied her 
mind, she remained in great sorrow: for 
hearing of the worth and beauty of Targianaj 
and of the ingratitude wherewith the knight 
of the Savage Man had requited her, she 
reputed him as a man without faith, love, or 
regard of loyalty, and she would gladly have 
devised the mean whereby to banish the 
remembrance of him forth of her heart: 
which Polinarda perceiving, and grieving 
to behold so great and sudden a change, be- 
gan to seek how she might do away this in- 
tention which she had unwittingly excited. 
Lady, said she, think you that Fiorian will 
be the same man to vou as he was to the 
princess Targiana ? You must remember, that 
love from him toward her was neither lawful 
nor honest, beyond what was necessary for 
him that he might get out of the hands of 
tlie Great Turk her father; and from that 
court he could never have escaped by any 
other means than this which she presented* 
But after this, would you liave\iad him noK 

«f3 
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Tieinember that he was a Christian, and she a 
Moor; and to do her pleasure, would you 
that he should have offended God ? Certes, 
far more would he hav^ been condemned if 
he had done otherwise. But such dealings 
are not to be expected toward you, who are 
fairer than Targiana, as great in rank as she, 
yvonhy that all the world should serve you, 
worthy to have this confidence, and far more 
worthy of b'ame if you should at any time 
lose it. The knight of the Savage is yours; 
in your name he trusts to overcome all 
dangers, nor doth he desire any good to 
Jiimself that is not thus attained. I pray you 
therefore do not by any means deprive him 
pf this certain trust. ^ 

You have such pow er over me, lady, replied 
Jiionarda, that what you say changes my 
thoughts and resolutions, though I see things 
which make me doubtful. Is he not travel- 
ling through Spain with a bevy of womea 
after him, showing love to them all ? I 
IvuoNy not how he who scatters it among so 
ra ny, car^ bjive any fi^ed affection for 
ftqy one. 
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Sweet lady, said Polinarda, I pray you let not 
yonr spirits be troubled with these trifles, 
things which you should net remember, and 
which cannot make him forget you. He is 
used to such things ; he remembers them 
when he sees them, forgets them when they 
are out of slight ; and still more when he sees 
you. All his remembrances are for you ; 
trust this, and trust me, who have long known 
him. These speeches did persuade her, and 
with that they went to rest, both desirous to 
see the end of these uncertain affections^ 
which, till they find their end, are never en- 
dured without care and trouble. 
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CHAPTER 120. 



The ambassador of the Turk staiil certain 
days in the court of the emperor, in the com- 
pany of Polendos, waiting for the coming 
of Albayzar, and receiving far other treat- 
ment from him than Polendos had found 
in Turkey; the emperor and Primaleon 
could not sufficiently commend the good- 
ness of Targiana, marvelling that such per- 
fect goodness should be found in one bom 
of »o curst a father ; for the prisoners could 
speak of nothing but the bounty and honour 
which they had received from her, in despite 
of his will ; holding it certain, that her tears 
ransomed them from their prison. 

But leaving themj let us return again to the 
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knight of the Savage M an^ who journeyed 
on after he bad vanquished the four knights 
in the valley, and gotten the damsek, till he 
arrived in the citv of Brusia, which is at this 
time called Toledo, where king Recindos then 
made his abode, who was at that time not a 
little glad ; for tidings had come to him of 
the hberty.of his son, and the other knights 
which were held in captivity by the Great 
Turk. 

Having arrived in the place before the pa- 
lace, being armed in other arms, that he 
niiiiht not be known by his device of the 
Savage, (for he was wont in this manner to 
dissemble himself, when he would fain re- 
main concealed,) there he stopt with his hel- 
niet on, and seat a squire to let the queea 
and her ladies understand, that Arlanza and 
the other damsels in his company had be- 
sought him to display some proof of his 
person in that court. The squire went into 
the palace, where he was brought to the 
queen'fl apartment, the king himself being 
there ; for he had dined there in the company 
of the queen and her ladies ; and casting his 
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eyes round, though he saw many dames, and 
some who were right fair, yet he judged 
that all that he saw was as nothing in compa« 
rison of what he had seen in the court of 
the emperor. Then having first humbled 
himself to king Rccindos, he came to the 
queen, and kneeled down and spake as foU 
Joweth : 

Jjady, a strange knight, in whose company 1 
come here, being on his way thorow your 
realm, had resolved not to try himself 
in arms against the knights of your court, for 
the great desire he hath to do service to the 
king, even though time or chance should 
have given him occasion. But now, being 
forced by the request of certain damsels 
whom he hath brought in his company, whose 
will he cannot disobey, he must forego his 
own, and therefore beseecheth your highness, 
that if there be any among the knights of 
your court who will maintain the beauty of 
their ladies against him, and will combat 
with him upon this quarrel, they may be per- 
mitted so to do. He doth not ask this per- 
mission of the king, because it is a thing of 
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this nature, and because be would not seem 
to have come to his court with any iutentioa 
to disserve him. Well were the king and 
queen pleased to see an adventure of this 
kind in their court, being so little wont to 
see them ; for the emperor's court of Greece 
carried such a brave report, that all the noble 
knights in the world went thither to try their 
valour, and for that all the adventures were 
reserved ; and if any adventure were approved 
in the realm of Spain, they were altogether 
clone at the castle of Almourol, and for that 
reason they failed at the court. The king of 
Spain seeing the queen was embarrassed how 
to reply, and that she looked to him to see 
what he might command, said to her, Me- 
thinks, lady, you ought not to refuse the 
gentle offer of the knight, as well to satisfy 
him, as that you may not wrong your ladies ; 
for all would gladly see the courage of their 
favoured knights. Then, said the queen, 
since it liketh you so well, my gracious lord, 
that the request is to be allowed, thou mayst, 
squire, say unto the knight, that the king and 
I do think well of his coming to our court, 
and that we do permit him the liberty of thcr 
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Joust against any that will enter the field 
with him, whether it be for the joust or com- 
bat, that is as the occasion shall happen ; 
but howsoever it be, the king allovveth him 
the freedom of the field ; and if the knight 
desire to rest himself, let him do so, and to- 
morrow he may put his intent in execution. 

The greatest rest or quiet, said the squire, 
the knight my master desireth to have, is,* 
that he may find such knights on whom he 
may bestow the breaking of some lances; 
and since yoilr highness hath granted him 
the joust, let your knights see now what they 
will do, while 1 return with my answer. So 
making his obeisance, he departed. 

Then the king went and looked forth at one 
of the windows, and seeing the knight in the 
field surrounded by so many damsels, he 
called to the queen, saying. Come hither, 
lady, and see the strangest adventur? that 
ever you did in your life ; I never yet knew 
a knight whom the company of one woman 
did not soon weary, but this knight seems to 
delight in what tires all others. Certes, re- 
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plied the queen, after she had seen them, it 
camioi be denied but that they are greatly 
indebted to him, since for the sake of some 
he does not regret others. I -should think 
bj his sufiering so many, that they were near 
akin to him, if there were not one among 
them who seemeth to be a giantess. 1 was 
looking at her, said the king; the man must 
either be crazy, or some great adventure 
tnakes him travel about with such a burthen ( 

While they were thus talking. Albayzar came 
6ut to §ee thisadverjture ; for the news there^ 
of had been repotted to him in his chamber. 
He came upon a large iron-grey horse, un- 
armed, and clad after the Spanish manner, a 
tnan of goodly and spirited semblance. And 
Coming to the window where the king and 
cjueen lociked forth, after making to them due 
courtesy, he entered into talk about the 
tnight and the bevy of damsels. .The knight 
heard them, and how they judged of him, 
and he eyed Albayzar well, and thought him 
t\'ell made, and fit for great things, and he 
longed to do battle with him, for he remein 
tered what had passed between them in the 
VOL. III. 2 o 
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castle of Dramorante the Cruel. But from 
these thoughts a knight interrupted him, who 
came into the field, armed at all points^ and 
desirous to be the first in winning the victory 
over this stranger. He rode a horse which 
was of the colour of a bustard ; his arms 
were checquered in gold and silver, and he 
bore in his shield a white hart in afield sable ; 
and beiii.sj confident of victory, after making 
obeisance to the king, he would inconti- 
nently have jousted. But the squire who 
had been before sent with the message to the 
queen, went unto him and said. Sir knight, 
he of the Damsels saith, that he is not ac- 
customed to let his actions be so cheap, but 
that he must have his recom pence if he re- 
main victor. Wherefore I pray you let him 
understand what shall be his prize if he chance 
to conquer you : for if the victory fall on your 
side, he will yield the damsel unto you which 
you shall think best in all his company. Tlie 
knight replied, It well appears that my love 
and his are full different, and that he docs 
not feel the incumbrance of carrying them 
about, because he esteems them so li^htlv. 
Tell him that the lady whom I serve hath not 
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given me such power over her that I can 
adventure her against any one ; that I come 
hither to make him know her worth and 
beauty are greater than any of those in his 
company can boast, or any whom he knows. 
If I can approve this upon him, I desire no 
other prize than the satisfaction of victory, 
with the which he also ought to be contented, 
should it be his fortune to win it from me. I 
beseech him therefore let him show me for 
Vfhich of his damsels he will do battle, and 
tell me her name^ that I may know what I 
gain. 

The squire returned with this reply to the 
knight of the Damsels, who thought it good ; 
and in answer to the question, for which of 
his damsels he would do battle, bade the 
squire say it should be for the ugliest of 
them, for he thought she would suffice for 
the occasion ; as for her name, he did not 
know the name of any one of them, but 
if the knight should conquer, he might 
th€»n learn it from herself. I perceive, 
said the other, the pride with which thy 
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master cometh hither, teacheth him to hold 
so little ceremony with one who has held 
more towards him; I will see whether lean 
abate it in this encounter. The king and AU 
bayzar heard all this, and wished to see 
whether the deeds of the knight of the 
Damsels would answer his words. By this 
time they had placed their spears in rest, 
and ran at each other. The knight was one 
of the best in that court, a person of great 
rank, and who served Pplisia, the daughter 
of duke Ladislao, in whose nanle he thought 
he could have overthrown all the world ; be 
dehvered his encounter with all his force, 
full upon the shield of his rival, and pierced 
it, and reached the armour, though without 
doing farther hurt ; and there the lance 
brake : but he of the Damsels bore him 
lightly out of the saddle, scarcely feeling 
that he touched him. He recovered him- 
self quickly, like a good knight, and drawing 
his sword, came to revenge the foil he had 
sustained in the joust; but he of the DamseU 
said. Sir knight, 1 craved license for nothing 
beyond this ; let me joust with these other 
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SITS who are ready, (for by this time there 
were five knights in the place,) and if I 
shall come from their hands in a state to 
do battle, I will then do your pleasure. 
But though this reply ought to have been ad- 
mitted, the knight would not receive it, say- 
inar, that perforce he would have the combat, 
till the king interfered, and bade him give 
place to the others, according to the condi- 
tions with which he of the Damsels was come. 
Upon this he retired, full discontented that 
he had not tried his fortune to the uttermost. 

Forthwith one of the five came forward, 
snned in red arms, and bearing in his shield 
a forest with all flowers that nature bringeth 
forth. But though his valour had taught 
him to be confident, he had the same fate 
as the first ; and so fared the third and the 
fourth. Methinks, said Albayzar, the knight 
of the Damsels does not defend them so 
badly, that they can be won from him with- 
out trouble. And as in these encounters he 
had broken the three lances which he 
brought, the fifth knight stopt, waiting till 
another should be given him. Albayzar 
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B^nt him one of his own, for he jousted some- 
times ; it was black, and the iron thereof gilt* 
He of the Damsels would not take it, saying. 
Tell Albavzar, he must excuse me from ac-s- 
cepting his lance; the little love I bear 
him maketh me reject any thing from him. 
Then taking a lance that was sent him by 
the king, he charged another knight in such 
sort, that he burst his girths, and sent hiiu 
saddle and all to the grouid, where he Jay 
for awhile stunned ; his own horse ran on 
in the career, till he came to the window of 
the king, close by Albayzar. Now as Albay- 
zar was of his condiiioii proud and haughty, 
and was incensed that his courtesy had been 
rejected ; seeing him so near, he took bim 
by the arm, and said, Dpn Cavalier, it was 
because you did not know me, that you de- 
spised my gift, and therefore I pardon yon* 
Do not think of pardoning me for that, re« 
plied he of the Damsels, for I know you 
well— 'you are Albayzar, soldan of Babylon, 
to purchase a bout with whom, I would give 
more than 1 have here. You shall not go 
without it, quoth he, seeing you know me* 
Sta^ till my armour be brought hither^ and I 
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^u\ chastise you with this very lance which 
J^ou have refused. If fortune favour you so 
tnuch as to leave you then in a plight for any 
thing farther, vj^ will do battle, and I will 
then teach you with what courtesy any thing 
from me is to be accepted. 

1 would thou wert armed, quoth he of the 
Damsels, for 1 will demolish the arms upon 
thy body. as fast as thou canst put them on. 
Incontinently Albayzar sent fdr his armour, 
and the king for a horse for himself, on which 
he came into the place, being troubled at 
this dispute ; for he would not that Albayzar 
should fall into any mishap before he had 
been delivered to the emperor, in whose 
hand the prisoners were for whom he was 
to be exchanged. He therefore resolved 
not to permit them to do battle, because 
he feared the prowess of the knight of the 
Damsels. 

The queetl was well pleased to see this ad- 
venture in her court, and the dames also, it 
being a new thing there ; and especially they 
who found their pastime at the cost of 
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others^ whose servants had been oyerthrown : 
lUid they thought the damsels were weS 
guarded^ and would not be lightly won^ as 
long as their dhampion thought proper to de« 
fend theoi. One thing they could not com* 
prehend^ why so good a knight should have 
been won by women of no great beauty t 
and some said, that since he had manifested 
sucn prowess for the ugliest of them, what 
would he do when he fought for the fairest? 
So they past the time, some laughing, others 
resenting the mishap of their servants: for 
thus the world goes, and the joy of some it 
the sorrow of others. 
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CHAPTER 121 



Not long it was before two of Albayzar** 
«quires returned with their master's armour, 
^bich was black and gold, the gold bemg less; 
tbaii the black, so that thev seemed to be 
"^'orn for mourning, which made them the 
inore gallantir Having armed, and taken the 
«ame iance which the other had refused, he 
Came to the king and said, I beseech you, 
*if> do not prevent me from taking vengeance 
for the contempt with which this knight hath 
treated me,whum I am sure you would not 
have receive any shame in your court. Sir 
Albayzar, the king replied, 1 would fain that 
you should receive every honour that can 
be done you in my house, and nothing which 
you should think contempt; but to grant 
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you the combat against this knight, I neither 
caa nor must consent to it, for I know not 
what might chance, and the emperor might 
have cause to complain of me. 1 ween, quoth 
Albayzar, this lance shall do as much as I 
would have it ; but if it do not, I may well 
complain on your highness, in that you will 
not suffer me to satisfy my desire. What 
need of so many words, cried he of the 
Damsels; jet us joust if you please, and after 
that do as fortune shall favour you. 

1 pray you, quoth Albayzar, do me so much 
favour as to tell me who you are ; I would 
gladly know, for two causes : the first, that 
I might not be ignorant of the knight whom 
I shall vanquish : the second, if so be I 
speed not according to my desire, that I 
mfy know uhom to seek for in all parts. I 
will not satisfy thee in this, replied.the other; 
know this, however, that I am the greatest 
enemy thou hast in this world, and 1 grieve 
that I may not have liberty of the combat 
against thee, because I long have wished to 
have my fill on thee : but since it is the plea- 
sure of the king it shall not her^, I must 
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wait thcL time, li^en I may deal with thc^ 
according to my desire. 

If I be not deceived, said Albayzar, now t 
know thee, and remember that I saw thee 
in the castle of Dramorante the Cruel. I 
have in memory also the words which then 
passed between us, and I promise thee, that 
if I live, they shall be remembered with 
these which are now passing, and many shall 
suffer for thy offences; for there shall be none 
to come between us then, and debar me from 
the vengeance which I would otherwise no^r 
take. But leaving this melancholy for its 
due time, I pray you break a lance with me 
in the name of some woman whom you 
greatly esteem, that as mine is to be adven- 
tured in the name of Targiana, it may be 
with more pleasure. Whichever you think 
the ugliest in my company, replied he of the 
Damsels, her I will take for my patroness, 
and in her service I will joust, to show you 
that any favour is sufficient for me. I be- 
seech you, said Albayzar^ change this inten- 
tion, for what is due to the worth and dignity^ 
«f her whQ makes me ask, it. You make me. 



S48 

do what I thought not to have done, replied 
the other. I have one in my mind, to whom 
I would fain not have commended myself, 
except in matters of greater moment; sinca 

• 

you urge me thus, I will joust with you in 
her name ; and that you may be altogether 
contented, I assure you that she U faire^ 
than Targiana, of equal worth, and liltte 
differing in estate. Ask me not who she is« 
for that secret is reserved to mvseif. Now 
then, quoth Albayzar, let us have no more 
delay ; my soul cannot brobiv to hear an, 
other praised against oiifi who cannot be di^ 
par aged. 

Then these two knights departed to fetch tiielr 
career, and ran together with a greater eager* 
ness peradventure than either one lilul ever 
felt before, Albayzar having before his eye$ 
the love of his lady Targiaha, and the hatred 
and abhorrence of his enemy, and h'e c.f the 
Damsels the remembraiice of Lionarda, and 
that this was the first atchievement which he 
had attempted in her name. • They eQcoim* 
tered together wnth such force, as their 
Iflnijes flew up 'm%f> ^he ai-jfijs- pieces; ioclso 
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tliey passed on, not being shaken any thing 
at all. When they were come to the end of 
tiie race, they took new staves^ which weFe 
broken again like as the first were, and yet 
no further advantage on either sidet 

The king made great estimation of the va- 
lour he perceived in the Damsels knight, and 
wished to know who he was; Albayzar was 
already known, and held in great account for 
his prowess. Mow they tried the third lance ; 
this career was either ran with greater force, 
or they were less able to endure it than at 
first ; for he of the Damsels lost one of his 
stirrups, and was well nigh cast back upon 
the crupper, and Albayzar lost both, and 
was constrained to catch hold about the neck 
of his horse. Greatly offended they were 
both at these reverses, and taking other lances^ 
Albayzar said, I pray you, sir knight, let 
there be some terms between us, and let it 
be thus : — before he could proceed he of the 
Damsels answered, I will have none but ill 
terms with you — no more words therefore ; 
for 1 will either overthrow you, or never 
trust more in thinking of another^ but live 
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vree from such thoughts, as I have alwaj 
done. 

Certes, quoth Albayzar, a little thing would 
make you forsake them; that appears by 
what we see. Nevertheless, I beseech you, 
let the matter stand thus : If I overthrow 
you, that you go present yourself before the 
giant Almourol, and say to him, that by your 
means 1 have acquitted the bond, wherein 
Miraguarda so straightly tied me, though 
indeed, from that 1 was already loosed ; but 
I do it that she may see ivhat the force of an 
encounter is when given in the name of Tar- 
giana. You, if you should overthrow me, 
send me where you please, and I will do your 
bidding, provided that it delay not my jour- 
ney. You have so wearied me with proffer- 
ing conditions, replied he of the Damsels, 
that I will accept this, lest you should pro- 
pound more. And if this career do not 
suffice to end this c®ntest, I never will deli- 
ver another in trust of any one, but com- 
mend myself to myself, which 1 have always 
found the surest way. Then they separated 
to fetch their course, and encountering with 
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all the force which their horses could carry, 
their lances were splintered^ and they hurtled 
together^ shields and bodies^ with such a shock 
that the knight of the Damsels lost both his 
stirrups^ and remained almost astound, and AL- 
bayzar being stunned, fell, and lay for some 
while before he came to himself. He of the 
Damsels, when he had righted himself in the 
saddle, seeing himi thus, said, Methinks you 
are not he who has lost the most by being for* 
bidden from doing battle. And then order- 
ing his helmet to be taken off, he began to 
xecover, and perceiving his discomfiture, the 
Icing, to do him honour, alighted and helped 
to raise him up. Albayzar, said he of the 
Damsels, what I w^ill have you do is this : 
that when you arrive in the emperor's 
cdurt, you present yourself before the 
princess of Thrace, whofn yon will find there, 
and whom, if love hath not blinded you, 
you will deem fairer than Targiana, and say 
to her, that a strange knight, who calleth 
himself the knight of the Damsels, hath 
commanded you to present yourself before 
her, as one who has been conquered in her 
name ; but that it grieves me, seeing this is 
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the first service jwhieh I have rendered her, 
that it should De of less consequence than I 

could wish. 

I will do your bidding, replied Albayzar, for 
it was a covenant between us, and one daj', 
if 1 live, I will present thy head to my lady 
Targiana, in revenge of the shanie I have 
this day through my weakness received. 
That, quoth he of the Dum;>els, shall be 
seen to when we meet hereafter. Your high- 
.ness, (turning to ihe king,) will now suffer me 
to depart, for I have much to do elsewhere; 
and pardon me for not declaring who I am, 
which at present I cannot do ; suffice it that 
here and in all places I am at your service. 
I am not so easily contented, replied the 
king, as to be satisfied with this Httie compli- 
ment ; but since it is your pleasure to remain 
concealed, I beseech you come this way 
again in your own person; for all honour 
.should be done you because of whai we have 
seen, though we know nothing more of you. 
I kiss your highness's hands, said he of the 
Damsels : this is according to your wonted 
goodness, and nothing else was to be e\- 
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pccted from you. Then talcing one of the 
lances that were left, he gave a reverent 
shew of oheisance to the king, the queen, and 
all the ladies, (each of whom were dying for 
him, and he for all) and so he departed witl^ 
his company. 

The king returned into his castle, accompa- 
nied with Albayzar, whose heart was so mar- 
vellously overcome with grief, as he would 
not speak to any, nor suffer any to speak 
to him- The queen would fain that the 
king had not permitted the knight of the 
Damsels to depart, and her ladies were still 
more sorry for his departure; all women 
affecting novelties. Yet did they resent 
Albayzar's foil, having wished the victory to 
him, because of his conversation in that 
Court, and the worth of his person. 

He of the damsels was not very far from 
the city, but the dark night drew on, and 
they being in a forest, concluded there to 
rest themselves for that night : for it was in 
the summer season, when they might sleep 
^ny where# So they stopt under some goodly 
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cork-trees, near to a fountain of clear water. 
Here they alighted, and having taken iheir 
supper of what they carried with them, the 
knight retired farther into the wood, that be 
might leave them to themselves ; and throw- 
ing himself at the foot of a tree, with his 
helmet for a pillow, began to think upon 
Lionarda, and this new passion deprived 
him of sleep : yet had it struck such little 
root, that any thing made him forget it. . 

• 

At this time Arlanza, who was tormented 
more by her love, seeing her companions 
were all fast asleep, while- her passion was 
awake, and being desperate to see it forgot- 
ten by him, and pot able to dissemble her 
paiji, after a thousand struggles, putting 
aside what became her honour, she deter- 
mined to seek him; and going to him where 
he was laid, she found him waking, and sate 
herself upon the green leaves beside him, 
and began to say^ O knight of the Savage, 
the wrong you have done me ought have 
sufficed for your revenge, though I had not 
been forced to undergo this shame ; for my 
wishes are not so much concealed but that 
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you know tbem^ — but evea in this it seems 
that forty ae persecutes me. 1 beseech you, 
since I thus plainly expres'S my fault, pity 
me, lest it should lead to yet a greater. And 
when she had said thus, she fell with ber 
head upon his breast, as one almost senseless. 
He took her in his arms, and with gentle 
words, not according to bis wonted condi- 
tion, consoled her, saying. Lady Arlanza^ I 
do not so little esteem of you, that I would 
show it in any thing injurious. I beseech 
you hold this to be my true meaning; and if 
you would have me speak plainer, I will tell 
you, that before I was so much bound to you 
as now I am, I intended to solicit your love \ 
but since you have made me so greatly your 
debtor, I am not so ungrateful as to requite 
yon with a short .contentment which would 
leave behind it perpetual regret. 1 have in 
my own mind provided a husband .for you, 
such as your bounty doth well deserve, aad 
for this I reserve the state which your father 
left, which I will take care si>all be given 
you, and more thereunto, for your service : I 
would not that there should be spot or stain 
upon you to lose this, or make me deal uu< 
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worthily towards one TV'ho may deserve you. 
Hold me, I pray you, to be your tniest friend ; 
and put away from you this other thought, as it 
behov^th ypu to do. Then he took her hand 
and led her again to the place wher^ the 
others slept. B"t Arlanza, though she made 
him no reply, for sorrow and shame at what 
had past left her silent, was yet determined 
not to be thus rejected. And waking one of 
her damsels, the very same that gave the fatal 
ling to him in the Castle of Alfeniao, and who 
was the cue whom she loved best and trusted 
ino$t, shi^ told hei- all that had past, and be- 
sought her with many tears to give her some 
help. In truth Xady, replied the damsel, 
I do not see that you ought to hold yourself 
aggrieved, for if the kqight pf the Savage 
denieth what you desire, it is for your ho- 
nour; nor do I believe that one so brave and 
of ^uch Toyal blood would speak to deceive 
|iny one, but that he will do for you what he 
promiseth. Quiet yourself, therefore, and 
be better satisfied as it is, than if you had 
found in him the welcome yQU wished. How- 
beit, if you will permit me, 1 will ask him to 
tp^ m^ with whom he designs to marry you* 
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and will speak to faim concerning yon, to see 
)f I can incline him. Arlan2a, threw her 
amis around her, saying, I knew, my Friend, 
that in you my remedy was certain ; go to 
him, and it* you cannot prevail upon him, at 
least excuse me, that I may not seem so bad 
a one. 

Then the damsel went to the place where the 
knight was lying before, but he had moved, 
that Arlanza might not again come to hitu ; 
she however found him lying on his face 
Under a great oak, and layiug her hand upon 
his side, she said, Methinks that he which 
enforceth ladies to live in sorrow, because he 
will nse no more regard unto them, ough( 
not so easily to take his rest. The knight 
hearing the voice of a woman, opened his 
eyes, and seeing it was not Arlanza, but the 
damsel whom he hked best amongst them all, 
welcomed her with far other words than he 
ha-d used to her Lady, full of his wonted 
deceitful ways. But before he had expended 
many she stopt him, saying, Sir knight, I 
come to argue wiih you; teil me wliy you 
do not remeiuber that for your sake Arlauza 
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hath forsaken her mother^ forgotten th^ 
death of her brothers, lost her patrimony' 
and put hei' person into your hands, and yet 
you scorn her. Lady, replied he of the Sa- 
vage, the nights are so short, and this is so 
much to reply to, that there would not be 
time to do it before morning. But 1 ask 
you, for what occasion you have forgotten 
ine, seeing that I deserve to be remembered 
by you, and that do what you will, I cannot 
but love you. So in his wonted way he dealt 
with her, who was nothing loth, and who, 
when she returned, reported a thousand fald^es 
to her mistress of things which had never 
been spoken of. 
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CHAPTER 122 



In the morning the knight and his damsels 
resumed their journey ; and as he perceived 
that Arlanza was troubled, and did not dare 
look at him as she was wont to do, he drew 
near her, and talking of things which were 
to her honour and advantage, soothed her 
and relieved her of those painful though t^'• 
And then he turned to talk and jest with all 
his company, so that the journey seemed 
nothing wearying unto them : but this pleased 
not Polifema, who was the damsel that Ar* 
lanza sent to move her suit to him the pre- 
ceding night, for she thought that she de* 
served better countenance at \m li^aads than 
all the other, and shewed her jealousy in her 
Mttntenance when she saw him speaking to 
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another; for in these things they have neither 
dissimulation^ moderation, nor patience. 
The knight, over whom she would fain have 
had that power which he allowed none to 
have, perceived it and heeded it not, talking 
with one and sporting with another, she 
having the least share in his attentions of 
ail — so that she was fain to show other sem- 
blance towards him, lest that should he sus- 
pected which she would not haveknown; 
and in this way the knight went on, he being 
disagreeable unto them, or they so little, 
discreet, that before they reached the castle 
of Almourol, all of them had reason to re- 
pent the journey, yet none knew thai the rest 
were partners with her in her misfortune: 
find then, according to his condition, lie began 
to wish to get rid of them. 

It chanced five days after their departure 
from the Spanish court, that they came one 
evening into a fair green field, which was 
decked with dowers, and there they took 
4ieiigiit to stay awhile, because they would 
make ihem garlands for their heacU ; when 
tliey had made their cbaplets-aod placed 
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them rouad their brows, they mounted sjigain 
and went their way, jesting one with the 
other. But to change their jocund humour, 
they beheld to come from a rank of trees, a 
knight in manner of a giant, mounted on a 
horse meet to carry such a mighty person : 
his armour was grey with silver edges, and in 
bis shield he carried for his device. Hydra, 
the Serpent with seven heads, in a field vert. 
He had two squires attending on him ; one 
of them carried his lance, and the other a 
battle-axe, the blade thereof being gilt : 
when he was come nigh, he said in a loud 
voice unto him of the Damsels, Knight, I 
was some few days ago at the castle of Al- 
mourol, where, having been conquered by 
the picture of Miraguarda, I would fain 
have conquered him that keeps it, that I 
might afterward take his office. But it hap- 
pened to me far contrary to my desire, and 
I am persuaded, that her favour makes him 
more victorious than his own force is able ■ 
the consideriition hereof doth not a little 
offend me, so that I am determined to re- 
venge myself by other means. Wherefore, 
Ikdvise thee well of these two conditions I 
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shall put to thee, which of them thou shalt 
best like of: either to surrender these dam- 
sels which bear thee company, or to do bat- 
tle with me and so lose both them and thy- 
self; make your choice at once, for I am 
cholerick, and brook not to be kept waiting. 

Friend, quoth the other, if you think to find 
less resistance in me than in him whom you 
have left with so little satisfaction, you are 
mistaken. I give thee to understand, that 1 
am not accustomed to fear such as speuk 
with such a glorious pride in themselves, 
neither can the huge stature of a giant dis- 
may me ; if thou didst presume to take the 
worst garland from any of these ladies' heads, 
I would die to defend it ; how much mure 
then to defend them themselves. 

The affection, said the knight, which thou 
bearest to some one of these, maketh thee 
not to esteeni the danger wherein thou mayest 
fall : but seeing thou wilt be so lusty, I am 
content, for courtesy sake, to offer thee this 
condition. These ladies are nine ; let us di- 
vide them^ and he who lakes the four shall 
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have the large one, meaning Arlanza, ta 
make the share more equal; and to sbei^ 
thee how reasonable I am, I will take the 
smallest share. The other replied, ' 

I wish thou hadst as many damsels in thy 
power, as thou seest here in mine, that 1 
might take them all ! I will not give thee one 
of them on any terms whatever, and however 
much thou mayest intreat me. So either 
take them by force, or get thee going about 
thy business. I see, said the knight, that 
thou wilt have me hurt thee againct my in- 
clination, so look to thyself. Then he called 
his squire, who brought him his lance, which 
when he had couched, he ran courageously 
against the knight of the Damsels, who met 
him bravely in the midway ; they encoun- 
tered without hurt, save that the knight of 
the Valley lost his stirrups, and would have 
fallen if he had not caught hold of his horse's 
neck. And as they passed their horses ran 
against each other ; now that of the knight 
of the Valley was a stronger one, and the 
other being weak, and weary with long tratel, 
fell, and might have hurt his rider if he had 
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not deliverly leapt off; whereat Arlanza and 
her friends were little pleased, fearing the 
strength of his enemy. For though by 
what they had seen they knew the excellent ^ 
prowess of their knight, yet the bigness ^d 
fierceness of the other made them doubt the 
battle. He of the Valley, who was some- 
what shaken with the rough encounter, seeing 
him on the ground so ready for the combat^ 
began more to fear him than he did before ; 
but as he would let no weakness be seen, he 
alighted, and with sword and shield in hand 
said : If thou art so much a friend to thine 
own life, as to agree to the condition I made 
thee before we jousted, I will still consent to 
it, for I would rather have them bv fair means 
than by force. Care you nothing for that, 
replied he of the Damsels, for you shall pay 
for the loss of my horse by going on foot 
yourself: and so without wasting any more 
time in words, he began to charge the knight 
fiercely, which when the knight both saw 
and felt, he likewise laid on with huge and 
weighty strokes; and as the other found more 
resistance in him than he looked for, he was 
fain to put out his whole might, and even 
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then he doubted the issue, his enemy was so 
doughty. But as the battle lasted long time, 
and he of the Damsels did his endeavour to 
show his companions what a servant they 
had, he prest his enemy, never giving him 
an instant of repose, till in the end, not so 
much with the loss of blood as with thefaint- 
ness of his body, he was constrained to fall 
down to the ground : the knight set his foot 
on him, and taking off his helmet, made 
show as though he would have smitten off 
his head ; but the other yielded himself to 
his mercy, desiring that it might please him 
to save his Ufe. 

He of the Damsels answered, I am content 
to give it thee, on condition thou wilt fulfil 
what I command thee, 1 know nothing, said 
the knight, which I would make any account 
of to save it. Thou shalt first, then, quoth he, 
tell me what and who thou art, andafterward, 
thou shalt take one of the horses from thy 
squires, (for I must have thine in place of the 
one thou hast killed for me) and go thy way 
presently to the court of king Recindos, 
and there before the queen, thou jhalt say 
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on my behalf, that the knight of the Dam- 
sels who jousted in their presence against 
jAlbayzar, salnteth them, and desireth such 
favour at the king's hands, that he will think 
no ill because he made not hiniself known lo 
him ; but thou mayest assure his highness, 
that I will not fail to make myself known, 
at my return from the castle of Almourol; 
and tell him of our battle, and upon what 
quarrel it was. 

Sir Knight, replied he of the Valley, since 
fortune hath brou^rht me into this extremitvS 
I shall not fail to obey you. I am called 
Trofolante the Fearful, if vou have heard of 
me. Oftentimes, quoth he of the Damsels, 
so you need say no more, but go your way, 
if you would discharge yourself of that 
wherein you are bound. Then he mounted 
on Trofolante's horse, which seemed to him 
one of the goodliest that he had ever be- 
strode; and leaving him and his squires in 
the field, set forward on his journey with 
the damsels, in the same manner as before, 
taikingof love and things of that nature, and 
as fonrtful of the battle as if it had been 
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fought with one of less account. Thus he 
went on sporting through the rest of the day, 
till having left that valley they came into 
another, through which theie ran a little 
brook, shaded with many trees. And riding 
along, he saw three knights on the other side, 
in gay and gallant arms ; who, when they came 
opposite to him, stopt, that they might eye 
him at leisure. One of them pricked for- 
ward and called out to him to halt, upon 
which he checked his horse and turned to- 
wards him, to hear what he had to say. 
Sir Knight, said the other, I want one of 
these ladies, and. as I cannot tell which of 
them would please a man best, I will beg you 
who know them to tell me, and whichever 
best satisfies you I wilt be content with. I 
like them all so well, he replied, that he who 
would take any one of them from me must 
pay her full price. But I, cried one of the 
other two, will not let mine be of your chus- 
ing; for having looked at them all, my fancy 
doth affect her that exceedeth the rest in 
stature : for tho' she is not over handsome, 
I like the condition of her. I was inclined 
that way also, said the third ; but since you arc 
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before me^ I will coatent myself with her tbat 
rideth next the tall one, meaning Polifema, 
because methinks her beauty exceedeth all 
the other : wherefore sir Knight, as we have 
saved you the trouble of chusing for us, 
you may chuse one for our comrade, and 
then go your way with the rest ; you need 
not be uneasy about those you leave, for 
they will be taken good care of. Let him 
who would have one, replied he of the Dam- 
sels, cross the water, and take her at what she 
will cost. With a good will answered the 
first knight ; and seeing your stomach serves 
you so well, I will shew you what you get 
by this resistance. 

Upon these words he passed the river, with 
his lance in rest, and ran valiantly against 
the knight of the Damsels, who was ready 
with another, the squire of his party having 
brought store from the court of king Recia- 
dos, and entertained him with such a puis- 
sant stroke as pierced shield and armour, 
and sent hrm over the crupper in such plight^ 
that where he fell there he lay, not having 
for awhile power to rise. When the other 
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two knights saw their fellow foiled, they 
ciime over the river together; for being 
abashed at his valour, they durst not ven- 
ture to try it one after another, but ran 
both together against him, and encountered 
him upon his shield, where they brake their 
spears without moving him ; but he, whose 
lance remained whole from the first, brake it 
upon the second so much to his liking, that 
he sent him to keep the former company, 
having his arm broken by the force of his 
fall. Then drew he forth his sword, and 
welcomed the third, who, sword in hand, 
bravely received him ; but the battle did not 
endure long, for he of the Damsels so pu- 
nished him as in a little while he tumbled 
down before him. 

Then he commanded one of his squires to 
alight and take off the knight's helmet ; and 
when they were recovered, he told them all 
three that each must do the bidding of the 
damsel whom he had chosen, or he would 
put them to death ; and they in their fear, 
thinking this a light penance, consented 
full willingly : whereupon one of them came 
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to Arlanza, with these words : You, ladj^ 
are Aie whom I affected; command me what 
you pleasr, since my ill luck is such, that I 
am in her power who I thought should have 
been in mine. 

I have so little need, said she, of your ser- 
vice, that I know not what to command. 
Howbeit, as I rejoice to have his deeds 
bruited every where, who every day saves 
me and these ladies from the hands of evil- 
minded men, I commsmd you to go to the 
king of Spain's court, and thiere, on my be- 
half, let all the ladies understand what de- 
sert is come to you for your wretched deal- 
ing : and say, that I advise them, if fortune 
should lead them into the roads and woods, 
that the\' go with a good defender, since 
there are others in the world like you and 
your comrades, of whom they should stand in 
fear. 

And you, lady, said the second knight to 
Polifema, what shall it like you to command 
pie ? Marry, quoth she, that you take ihe 
same course that your companion doth, not 
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forgetting to tell the ladies, that though the 
advice of the lady Arlanza, my mistress, is 
good, better is it that they trust to none; let 
them seek for a quiet Hfe, and not go travel- 
ling in the woods ; for tho' they may take a de- 
fender who will protect them against others, 
they may need one to secure them from him. 
Her knight well enough understood her 
covert meaning, but yet he dissembled it 
after his wonted manner. And now, Sir, 
said the remaining one, what do you enjoia 
me, since I had not time to make a choice, 
but left it to you. I am not so unreasonable, 
replied he, as to separate you from your 
comrades. Go with ihem, and since these 
]adies have sent them to the dames, do you 
also present yourself before them on my 
part, and say, that 1 beseech them, when 
they have any danger to pass through, that 
they would commend themselves to me, who 
will save them, and that they are not to fear 
any danger from me, nor to be deceived by 
the advice of those who say otherwise. But 
tell me your names before you depart, that 
I may demand another day, whether you 
have fulfilled your promises or no. Sir^ 
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quoth the one, w6 are all three of the same 
court wheceto you send us, and this is the 
greatest shame and the worst fortune that 
could befall us ; nevertheless, your excellent 
prowess must be our excuse. They call me 
Gravanel : this is my brother, who is named 
Barbosante, we twain being the sons of count 
Loban ^ and the third knight, who is our 
cousin, he is called Clarisalte, a greatly 
reputed man in the court of Spain. 

Certes, sirs, quoth he of the Damsels, such 
persons as ye should act suitably to your 
rank. But as damsels tempt all the world, 
and I myself am sometimes tempted by such 
chances, I hold your fault the less. So end- 
ing, he rode on with his company. 
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CHAPTER 123. 



The English Chronicles, from whence this 
history hath heen translated, do relate how- 
it was long before the knight of the Dam- 
sels could reach to the castle of Almourol, 
because he was hindered in his way by many 
knights who ventured themselves to take the 
damsels from him, which he had taken 
charge of. Leaving him they proceed to say, 
that one day after the departure of Albayzar, 
as king Recindos stood pleasantly talking 
with the queen, and many knights in the 
chamber with him beside, he beheld to enter 
a goodly tall knight, his countenance (for 
his head was unarmed) stern and somewhat 
wrinkled, his armour broken in many places^ 
and so besprent with his bloody as the C9- 
YOL. ill. 2 k 
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lours and devices thereon could hardly be 
discerned. His shield^ which was carried 
after him by his squire^ was splintered in 
such sort that little beside the handles re- 
mained. And as none present knew him, 
and they saw him in that manner, there was 
a stir among them all at beholding him. Bat 
he, who was of haughty ceadition and prided 
himself in that haughtiness, forced his way 
through them till he came to the queen's 
estrado, and having made some little obei- 
sance to the king, he turned to her, saying, 
Lady, I have combated with a knight, who 
not long since was in this court, and jousted 
against Albayzar ; he hath in his company 
nine damsels, and I desired him to bestow 
the one half of them on me, whereto he 
would by no means consent, but made me 
answer, that he could wish I had as many 
in conduct as he had, for then would he take 
mine from me, to bear his ladies company 
in travel. Upon this, I intended to take 
them from him perforce, which he would not 
suifer, but made such resistance against me, 
as in the end I was not only conquered, but 
was at his mercy, which he granted me, 
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upon -condition^ that I should come and pre- 
sent myself to your highness, and crave par- 
don on his behalf that he would not let 
himself be known in your court, which he 
will do on his return from the castle of 
Armourolrin the meanwhile, he craveththat 
you would pardon him for his offence past, 
and obtain for him the same forgiveness 
from the king. 

1 know not, said the king, howl should remit 
this displeasure, in that he hid himself from 
me, who so much desired to know so signal a 
man ; and now^ seeing your armour so much 
defaced, I prize him still more. O Sir, said 
the queen, whenever he comes, all must be 
carried to his account, for I cannot think 
such a knight as. he is would desire to pass 
unknown to your highness, without some 
earnest occasion. 

Then said the king to the knight, I pray yon 
tell me who you are. He replied, they call 
me Trofolante the Fearful. I have, said the 
king, often heard talk of you, and for this 
cause hold the knight of the Damsels in still 
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higher account. If you saw his face, of what 
age is he ; and I pray you tell me if you 
know him f 

Sir, said Trofolante, I neither saw him, nor 
know him ; hut I judge him to be one of the 
sons of Don Duardos, for I do not think 
such strength and courage would be fonnd 
in any others. And now that I have dis- 
charged his commandment, I beseech yoa 
license me to depart, for I have much to do 
elsewhere. You may go, replied the queen^ 
for there is nothing to detain you. And I 
would no other thing with you, said the king, 
but that you would take a better armour at 
my hands, because your own is not in case to 
do you service, and that you choose a horse 
from my stable : for though I know your in- 
tention was always to serve the emperor Pal- 
merin, I would not that any one who came 
in need to my court, should depart with the 
same. Sir, answered Trofolante, 1 kiss your 
hands for this bounty, but as I come, so will 
I go. Your license is all that I ask, and see- 
ing you have granted me that, God be with 
you, I go my ways : and with that, turning 
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jbis back, he departed in such plight as he 
had entered. The king gave the queen to 
understand who this knight was, and extolled 
the prowess of him of the Damsels to the 
•tars, in that he had conquered him so easily : 
for Trofolante was among the most signal 
knights of those times : but he would not be- 
lieve that any of the sons of Don Duardos 
Would come into his court, and depart again 
without his knowledge. 

While they were thus communing, Gravanel 
and Barbosante, the sons of the count of 
Loban, entered the hall with their cousin 
Clarisalte ; they were held in that land for 
especial knights in arms, and their armour 
was broken in many places ; having made 
reverence to the king and queen, they came 
and presented themselves before the ladies, 
to whom they rehearsed their fortune, and 
that which the knight and the damsels had 
commanded them. And though their mis- 
hap was resented by all, yet were the ladies 
well pleased at the messages which they de- 
livered, and all affirmed that Polifemahad re- 
ceived some displeasure from her protector* 
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I shall never be perfectly contentecl^ said th^ 
Icings till I know who he is. A man who 
having conquered Trofolante the Fearful, in 
fair fight, was able the same day to discomfit 
you three, without hurt to his own person, 
should not be unknown. I will send after 
him, that his prowess may be rewarded as it 
deserves. Believe me, said Gravenel, after 
conquering us, he remained fit for another 
battle. This is the strangest thing in the 
world, quoth the king, for it is the nature of 
all men to be tired of one woman if she be 
long in their company, and for him it seems 
all these are not enough. So having given 
^he knights their license, they departed, 
well content with the fame which they had 
there found of their conqueror; for by how 
much the more his feats were held in esti. 
mation, the less they felt the shame of their 
overthrow. 

But now returning to him, it is related that 
he passed through mnny adventures on his 
•way, arising from the same cause as the for- 
mer, the company he took with him, and 
which were atchieved with the same honour. 
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At length they came in sight of the castle of 
Almourol, and riding down the Tagus, where> 
being summer time, the trees were full of 
leaves, and the water went with a quiet flow> 
they thought the place so pleasant, that all 
the labour of their journey thither was put 
clean out of mind. Now, said he, we are ar* 
rived at the place where each of you must 
display the force of your beauty, in favouring 
him that will enterprize the combat on your 
behalf, for at the foot of yonder fortress is the 
picture of Miraguarda, which raaketh him 
who defends it perform such wonders. It is 
believed, that though he were weak by na- 
ture, and of little worth, yet the picture be- 
fore him would give him strength not to be 
overcome by any, but they who have better to 
defend, and have been such excellent knights 
by nature, that none could win any honour 
from them without bringing their lives into 
extremity. Wherefore, ladies, cast lots in 
whose name I am to joust, or do battle; that 
I may now see whom I carry with me, and 
whether I have spent my time well in servin 
and accompanying you. 
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Now as it is the way of women, though 
some of them know how little thev are be* 
holden to nature, to be so vain, that the ugli- 
est will not allow any one to have the ad- 
vantage of her in beauty; this vanity made 
them so conSdent, that there was not one 
among them who did not think that all the 
world might have been overthrown in her 
name. Poliferaa, who had the greatest 
opinion of beauty in herself among them all, 
said, I know well, sir knight, that the victory 
which they gain who enter the combat for 
Miraguarda, proceedeth of their true and 
loyal love, which gives them streogtti when 
they need it. But you, who have none to any, 
and deserve none from any, do you com- 
mend yourself to yourself when in danger, 
and if mishap befall you, blame yourself, and 
not those who have no fault therein. There 
is none of these ladies of so little beauty, but 
that you might enter the field in her pame 
against any one, if the little love with which 
you treat them did not prevent you. He re- 
plied, I perceive, lady, that you are offended 
at something, and treat me ill without cause; 
wherefore, to put you out of this ill suspicion, 
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I am determined to enter the combat under 
the favour of your beauty, when you shall 
well perceive how erringly you have judged 
of me. 

So riding on, they came to the castle, at what 
lime Miraguarda was coming forth to re- 
create herself in a boat upon the water, being 
accompanied with her damsels and the giant 
Almomrol: for at this time she had larger 
liberty, owing to the tranquillity of the king* 
dom. When he of the Damsels saw her so 
near that he could fairly fix his eyes upon 
her^ he was not so much master of himselfi 
I^ut he felt suddenly stricken with her beauty ; 
yet had he a good quality, which served him, 
^or the passions that tormented him by the 
beauty of ladies, were of no longer conti- 
nuance than while they were before him. 
Then turning to his damsels, he said. What 
think you, ladies, and what will you have me 
do? Be not dismayed, replied Polifema, we 
think nothing of what we have seen. Mira- 
guarda by this time seeing this new company, 
stopt, that she might behold them more at 
leisure. 
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Florendos, who was not far off, being armed 
in his wonted armour^ was so transported m 
beholding her, that he remembered not what 
he had to do ; this being natural with unsuc- 
cessful love, for they who are favoured, are 
not so forgetful. Almourol, who perceived 
the confidence of the strange knight, and 
knew that Miraguarda did greatly delight 
to see him combat, called to him, sayings 
Sir Florendos, look before you, and do what 
you have to do, for the ladj Miraguarda 
stays only to behold you* 

Florendos then turned toward tlie damself, 
and seeing their knight prepare himself to the 
joust, he presently mounted on horsebackf 
and coming to the stranger, sdd, I pray yon, 
air knight, to tell me upon what occasion 
you are come hither? if you are compelled 
to travel with these damsels as your penance* 
and must be delivered from it, peradventnre I 
may fortune to release you. Certes, sir Flo- 
rendos, replied he of the Damsels, I would 
give more than 1 have that any one except 
yourself had guarded this pass to day, let him 
he who he would beside, that I might have 
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shown these ladies whether I am good for 
any thing. 

I cannot tell^ said Florendos^ what answer I 
should make him that hath so Q:ood know- 
ledge of me ; nevertheless as your horse seems 
so good a one, I would desire you break a 
couple of lances with me, for the service of the 
lady Miraguarda ; and if either of us should 
remain so discontented as to desire battle, 
it shall be at your choice whether or not to 
perform it, since you know me, and I know 
not you. The case is, replied the other, 
that there is not that thing in the world 
which could force me to do battle with you^ 
sir Florendos. As for the joust, I am willing 
to satisfy the lady Miraguarda, for I desire 
to do her pleasure, for your sake, though it 
should be at my own cost. And after we have 
jousted, if sir Almourol should wish to break 
another pair of lances with me, and to do 
hattle afterwards, he shall have his will, that 
these my ladies may confess what there is in 
me. It is plain, quoth Florendos, that these 
words arise from the confidence which you 
huYf^ in your deeds. Let it be as you^please^ 
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for as for Almourol, he I know will be pleased 
with what you propose. Here breaking oflF, 
they took their ground, and with their spears 
in rest, ran against each other, both being 
desirous of victory ; for in such a place, and 
in the presence of women^ who would be 
contented without it? 
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CHAPTER 124. 



Wliile these knights were preparing them- 
selves to the joust, Almourol stepped between 
them, desiring them to stay a little till Mira- 
guarda could take her place at the window; 
for seeing what was about to be done, she 
had retired into the castle. The knights at 
this set their staves to the ground, and 
stayed till one of the windows was made 
ready for her : it was not very high, so that 
Florendos could well behold her, and having 
done this longer than was necessary at such 
-a time, he turned to him of the Damsels, and 
begging pardon fpr this delay, ran his career 
against him,who received him in his strength. 
They met in the midst of the career, with such 
great force, as the truncheons of their lance 
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flew up into the air, and they passed on, no- 
thing shaken, at all. Then taking other 
lances, they ran a second time, and with 
such fury, that both missed their encounter ; 
and as neither of them was accustomed to 
fail of his mark on such occasions, they 
turned, being resolved ^o take surer aim. in 
the third trial. 

Florendos was somewhat discontented at 
perceiving the prowess of his adversary, and 
feared lest any misfortune should happen to 
him, which might renew the unreasonable 
rigour of his lady ; and he of the Damsels 
was sorry that he had begun the joust, be- 
cause of what might happen, not regarding 
so much what might chance to himself, as 
to Florendos, knowing the temper of Mira- 
guarda. He therefore essayed to prevent 
this, saying, Methinks, sir knight, as we have 
jieither of us any reason as yet for con- 
tentment or complaint, we may be satisfied 
with what is done ; you cannot purchase any 
renown in conquering one of your servants, 
who verily would be sorry that you should 
i^eceive any misfortune at his hands;^ in that 
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U might hinder you, in place of most hope. 
Wherefore^ I pray you give me leave to 
break two or three lances wilh Almourol* 
which will yield some contentment to these 
ladies that bear me company. 

I well see, quoth the knight of the Castle, 
that this willingness to leave oflF before we 
have pushed our proof to the end, arises 
from no want of confidence in yourself, your 
deeds show that; and I know not withal 
how it would be imputed to me, if before I 
knew more of your person, I should cease to 
try myself against you, till one of us per- 
ceived the other to be the better. Either 
therefore you must tell me your name, that 
knowing that, I may determine as shall 
seem hest, or we must return to our joust, 
and break spears, till the victory or the shame 
remain with one of us. To tell you my 
name so much before hand, replies I he of 
the Damsels, is what I will on no account do ; 
and to joust again is against my will, but I 
do it to satisfy yours. 

Then placing their spears in rest again» 
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they raa their third career with all the 
fury that their horses could carry, and 
meeting shields and bodies full batt^ the 
shock was such that the horses could not 
stand it^ hurtling one against the other also, 
so that both came to the ground with their 
riders. His of the Damsels had his shoulder 
broken^ that of Florendos burst open at the 
breast ; but their masters leapt off, and were 
presently ready. The knight of the Castle 
being melancholick at this mishap, drew forth 
his sword to enter the combat. 

Sir knight, quoth the other, do not so oftea 
seek to try your friend, who desireth in 
any thing that he may to do you service ; I 
have said that I cannot do battle with 
you, and this is not for any fear I have of 
your valour, but because the duty of friend- 
ship forbiddeth rae such ungentleness. If 
you are dissatisfied that you have not over- 
thrown me at your pleasure, I might have 
had the same reason for discontent with 
regard to you, if I regarded nothing more 
than the desire of victory. I pray you 
sheath your sword again, and reserve the 
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trial therewith, till such a one come as 
shall seek you with a wore malicious in- 
tent than I do, 

Miraguarda heard the whole discourse, and 
could have been content, for the boldness she 
saw in the stranger, to see the combat tried 
between them ; for the better she thought of 
him, the more she wished this, according to 
her humour. This is a strange thing, cried 
Florendos, that you would have me be satis-» 
fied with having done nothing, and yet will 
not tell me what reason I have to make me so ! 
I will tell you, quolh Artesia, one of his dam-» 
sels : He is so used to show himself off upon 
knights whom he does not fear, and so per- 
suade us that every thing is little for him, that 
he will not finish this battle, lest he should 
Jose his credit with us ; and he will excuse 
himself to us by saying, that he would not 
risk his person against the beauty of Mira-f 
guarda, when he had. none on his side to 
favour him ; as if each of us were not suf- 
ficient for that, Certes, madam Artesia* 
^aid Polifema, you say true, and I am glad 
you uftderst^d our knight §o well. AnH 
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they all affirmed the same after her, for it 
was their nature to wish to see discord and 
danger. O Ladies, cried he, I see that every 
thing is lost upon you ; but thanks to my- 
self, I am so much the master of my own 
affections, that I can do what I will, and 
thence it is that I am seldom deceived by 
them. 

These words were not spoken so low but that 
Miraguarda and her knight heard them ; and 
though she judged him to be a man without 
love ax\d without faith, to him they seemed 
to come from one who was at liberty, and to 
whom love could do neither good nor evil. 
But he himself desired not to live in such 
liberty. 

The giant Almourol, perceiving that the 
knight of. the Damsels would not do battle 
with Florendos, caused to be brought forth 
a goodly bay courser, and sent it to him, 
requesting him to mount it, and do something 
with him before the lady Miraejuarda, that 
she might be recompensed for her disap- 
pointment in not having seen the former 
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contest terminated: and because he should 
have the better will to the combat, he wished 
some prize should be ordained^ in requital 
of his pains that remained the conqueror. 
The knight made thisjeply: Look what it shall 
please you to appoint, and if it be reasona- 
ble you shall not find me contrary thereto. 
If you are willing then, said the giant, I will 
risk the horse wliich I have sent you, as 
you are without one, and whiph is one of 
the best I ever saw, on condition that if 
you are conquered you give me that lady-^ 
pointing to Arlanza,— who is the largest ia 
your company; for since you arrived she 
hath appeared so well to my liking, that I 
affect her better than I ever yet did other. 
And I beseech her not to be discontented 
with these conditions, for if I win her she 
will be mistress of me, and if she remain 
with you, I know not that she will be mistress 
of herself. I do not, replied he of the Dam- 
sels, give the things which I greatly esteem 
so cheeip, yet will I accept this horse, if so 
be the victory fall on my side: and if it 
come to pass that I am vanquished, it shall 
be at her choice to abide with which she 
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will. Content, answered Almourol, for I do 
npt hold her to be of such poor understand^ 
ing as that for a man so free as you she 
shoold be willing to reject a will so d^ypted 
99,s mine. 

So without more words, they placed their 
}ances in their rests, and being covered with 
their shelds, gave their horses the spurs, 
and encountered together so bravely, as the 
Pamsels' knight forsook both his stirrups, but 
Almourol was cast to the ground with his 
saddle between his legs, not a little offended 
to have such a disgrace ia the presence of 
his new chosen love. 

The damsels commended greatly this gallant 
beginning, but chiefly the four whom he 
"won in the valley ; for as they were not used 
to see giants, and the sight of Almourol had 
dismayed them, they esteemed the worth of 
their knight the more, Almourol having 
recovered bis feet, drew forth his sword, 
and came towards the knight, who presently 
alight^d^ He desired to delight the damsels, 
m^ to appear well before Hpr^ndos, and to 
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show Miraguarda, that not for fear of her 
knight he had refused the combat. On the 
other hand^ Almourol judged that in that 
battle he was to win or lose Arlanza, whom 
he marvellously affected^ so that on both sides 
they did wonders, putting out all their force^ 
and each dealing signal blows, to the cost of 
him who received them ; so that in short 
time their armour was broken in many places, 
and their bodies so grievously wounded that 
the blood ran from them plentifully; but 
Almourol being not so nimble and quick as 
his adversary, was brought into the greatest 
danger. After they had thus continued long 
time without intermission, Almourol would 
fain have drawn back a little, to take breath- 
ing; but he of the Damsels would not suffer 
him, and followed his intent so fast upon 
him that he brought him to the earth, with 
such a wound in the left thigh that he could 
not move. Florendos was grieved to see 
him in this plight, and Mira^uarda being 
sorry for his mishap, departed from the win- 
dow, commanding that he should be brought 
into the castle. Florendos went with him 
into his chamber, to see his wounds looked 
to, which were dangerous. 
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Then the damsels^ though they disliked their 
knighty or at least little loved him^ seeing 
him Mfounded, assisted him to unarm^ and 
there in the field, at the foot of a tree, they 
looked at his wounds, which were slight ; so 
after they were bound up he armed again, 
and mounted on horseback, intending to 
depart thence. But as he was about to set 
forward on the way, two knights of some far 
country arrived at the castle, who came to 
try the adventure. One of them was in car- 
nation coloured armour, beset with griffins 
of silver, and in his shield was figured a 
white hart in a field vert : the other was 
in armour of black and yellow, in the figure 
of wedges, and in his shield be bore the sun 
in a field sable. When they came up, he in 
the carnation armour said to his comrade, 
metbinks the sesta has not taken us in a bad 
place : for if our luck should be so much 
against us as that he which keepeth the 
shield of Miraguarda, will not do battle with 
vs, this knight, to rid himself of so great a 
charge as he hath with him, will give us 
part of bis company. 
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Certainly, answered the other, I had the same 
thought, and if he would not have given, 
we would have taken them ; but who could 
content himself with things of so base esti- 
mation, having before his eyes the shield 
wherein is pictured that countenance which 
maketh every thing else be forgotten. At 
these words, his companion raised his eyes, 
and seeing the shield of the picture of Mira- 
guarda, which the other showed him, hang*i 
ing on the tree where it was wont to be, he 
answered. Thou sayest true, and I know not 
who could be so void of understanding that 
he would not rather lose himself for those 
beauties, than be content with any other 
hope of any thing, were it ever so greatly 
to be desired. I assure you, said the first 
knight, I intend not to depart from this 
place without I carry this shield with me : 
yet would I, if it were possible, first make 
trial of my worthiness against himt that dars 
deny me to take it hence. So, advancing 
himself to the tree, he offered to take down 
the shield. 

The knight of the Damseli was, as ye bav* 
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heard, oii horsebact^ and perceiving his in- 
tent, and knowing that Florendos was busy 
about the hurts of the giant, and therefore 
knew nothing of what was going on, be 
would not suffer, that in his presence any 
one should offer him so great wrong : where- 
fore he broached his horse with the spurs, 
and when he came to the place where the 
shield of Miraguarda hanged, he took the 
knight by the arm, and pulled him off his 
horse, saying. It well appears that you are 
not one who would try your person in this 
adventure, seeing you would thus safely steal 
the shield from its keeper. But since he is 
not present to defend it, I will take his 
place, and see if you can carry it hence by 
your manhood* 

Miraguarda heard all this, for she had placed 
herself at a jealousy of one of the windows, 
.where she could see without being seen, to 
look at that collection of damsels in the 
company of one man. And she was as well 
pleased at finding one who would defend her 
shield, as she had been discontented at see- 
(ing it about to be carried away. The knight 
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perceiving himself thus thrown down and 
treated wilh such contempti and being by 
nature haughty and courageous, drew his 
sword without waiting to remount^ and co* 
vering himself with his shield, came against 
him of the Damsels in such wrath that he 
could not bring forth a word. But his com- 
panion came between them, saying. Amount 
upon your horse. Sir, and in the mean time» 
I will try if the valour of this knight may 
answer his insolence ; and giving his steed 
the spur, he ran at him : but he, who on such 
occasions rejoiced to display his worth, met 
him with such an encounter, having his full 
desire at him, as neither his shield, armour^ 
nor mail-coat could defend the push of the 
lance, but it passed clean thorow his body ; 
so that the strange knight tumbled beside his 
horse to the ground with the spear in him^ 
being altogether deprived of life. 

He of the Damsels past on, and stopt un- 
der the window where Miraguarda stood, 
expecting the coming of the other knight ; 
who ran at him with all his mighty and brake 
his lance upon him : they met so closely that 
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lie of the Damsels had lime to lay hold on 
the top of his shield, which he pulled from 
him with so great force that he burst the 
straps and brought his head on the neck of 
his horse ; where, not permitting him the 
leisure to recover himself^ he gave him with 
his own shield a blow on the crest of his hel- 
met, which made him giddy ; then dropping 
the shield, he caught him by the straps of 
his helmet and plucked it off his head, and 
dealt him with it another blow which forced 
the blood from' his mouth and nostrils, and 
sent him to the ground. 

At this time Florendos came out, who being 
with the giant, heard the noise of battle, and 
marvelling at a thing so unaccustomed aa 
that battle should be done there, when nei- 
ther he nor Almourol were present, went 
t© see what it might be: where, when he 
saw the two knights lying on the field, the 
one run through the body, and the other 
like one dead, he had still more to won- ^ 
derat. 

Sir Florendos, quoth he of the Damsels^ 
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these are the deeds wherewith I wonid do 
you service. I am as yet ignorant^ answered 
Horendos, in what to think my9clf behold- 
en to you ; for I see two knights here who 
should seem by their armour to be of some 
account, slain by your hand, I know not 
upon what occasion. I will tell you, he re- 
plied ; this one who is still moving, would 
have carried away the shield of ihe lady 
Miraguarda, and the other was the favourer 
and aider of his attempt. I, knowing how 
this concerned you, went up to them, and 
either by favour of the lady Mifaguarda, or 
by their ill fortiine, have brought them into 
this condition. I am sorry they were so 
few, for by what I felt in me I could have 
given you good account of them, though 
they had been more. 

I beseech you Sir Knight, quoth Florendos, 
tell me who you are, for the more I see of 
your feats the more do I desire to know the 
name of him whose prowess hath so deeply 
indebted me to him. Sir Florendos, an- 
swered he, you shall not be left with any 
displeasure from me. 1 am Florian of the 
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Desert^ your eousia and servant, who will not 
sufrer you to receive injury in any place where 
he shall be present. 

Now then, replied the other, I do not think 
much of any thing which I have seen, for 
any thing is little for you. Howbeit, do not 
in addition to the wrong you have done me 
in not telling me this sooner, commit the 
greater one, of refusing to stay awhile with 
me ; it will heal the wounds of Almourol, 
when he knows that he received them at 
your hands. 

I do not think, answered the knight, that 
you will wish me to tarry here, in that I am 
boui^d to be at a certain place by an appoint- 
ed time, which if I should fail to do, I should 
lose something of mine honour ; suffer me 
therefore to depart hence ; and as 1 see this 
knight is recovering, I will pray you to take 
his oath of obedience, and then commaad 
him, that on the part of the knight of the Dam- 
sels he present himself in the court of king 
Recindos, where he shall declare to the queen 
for what occasion I did combat with his fel- 
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low and himself: and I request you again to 
pardon me for not tarrying^ as 1 can do no 
otherwise than depart. 

Florendos laboured to dissuade him awhile 
from his journey ; but he would by no means 
be moved from his determination : so taking 
leave, he set forward on his return, accom- 
panied by the damsels, who every day held 
him in greater estimation than they had don^ 
before. 
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CHAPTER 125. 



The knight of the Damsels with his company 
began to measure back his way to the court 
of king Recindos^ intending when he came 
thither to discharge himself of some of the 
damsek^ and retain none in his company but 
Arlanza^ and those that attended on her to do 
her service : for from her he did not intend 
to separate till he had seen her given in mar* 
riage^ and honoured according to her wortb> 
and the will he had to requite her. And though 
his intention was to travel with much speed, 
he met with some adventures which delayed 
him ; and among others one which obliged 
him to' increase his company when he would 
fain have lessened it. It is related in the 
chronicles of his atchievements^ that as tbey 
were one day riding along a river side^ where 
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the country was full of high trees and thickly 
set, he heard the voice of a iroman crjing 
pitifully, from the closest part of the thicket ; 
it seemed as if some one were endeavouring, 
to force her^ and her voice was almost spent. 
Upon this he gave his horse the spnrs^ and 
rode toward the sound ; and because the trees 
were so close that he could not well pass, he 
aliehted and advanced on foot sword in hand. 
Having reached the water side, he saw on.the 
other side of the river a knight of great sta- 
ture^ whose armour v\a9 of azure and. gold, 
and bearing in his shield a golden Lion, in a 
silver field ; at his feet he held a damsel by 
the hair of the head, the beauty of which 
deserved not such usage ; he held his sword 
drawn in his hanrl, with which he threatened 
her, saying, that if she did not consent he 
would cut off her head. 

Not far off, he espied another knight lying 
among the green leaves, who laughed at this 
pitiful sight heartily, beholding what hiird 
shift the damsel made to help herself: and 
after he had laughed a good while, he said. 
It doth Die good to see you take such great 
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pains^ for by this ineans 1 shall be eased of 
such labour^ when I come to take my plea- 
sure on her. 

He of the Damsels seeing such villainy in 
men who seemed equipped for far difTereot 
deeds^ and that he could not cross the river 
by reason of its depth, called out to him 
not to treat the damsel thusj for one nvho 
wore such goodly arms was bound rather to 
protect women than to wrong them. He who 
held her by the hair lifted up his eyes at this, 
and seeing him on the other side, said, I 
suppose you venture to reprove me, because 
the water is between us, and you think I 
cannot come to chastise you ; but you are 
deceived, for I know the fords, and have a 
swift horse ; so if you are wise you will make 
off in time. Let him be ! cried his comrade, 
for I think I see petticoats of many colours 
in his company ; end perhaps after we are 
tired with this, we may find better choice 
among them. I beseech you, quoth be of 
the Damsels, show me the ford ! for I would 
rather feel the force of your blows, than see 
them tried upon so weak a thing as a woman. 
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If you desire that, said the one, swim for it> 
for the ford is far off; and guying this he 
again laid hand on the damsel. But such was 
the wrath which the good knight felt at seeing 
this foul action, that forgetful of all dan- 
ger, he fastened hi^ shield on his breast and 
leapt in, and as the river though deep was 
not wide, presently gained the further side. 
The knight that lay among the green leaves 
said to his companion, Do not disturb your- 
aeU', but do what you are about ; and while you 
are taming her, I will tame this fellow. How 
that may be I know not, quoth he of the 
Damsels ; but this I know, that I am on the 
right side of the water, where I can show you 
how little you shall have your will upon thi$ 
damsel, and how much less you shall cbuse 
among mine. And then putting forth all 
his might, he soon kid the other, though 
he was a doughty one, on the (earth, with- 
out his left arm. And leaving him stretch- 
ed out he turned to the other, who leaving 
the damsel, came to help his compauion. 
But as he had been the principal in this vil- 
lainy, he of the Damsels being full melan- 
cholick, laid hands on him in such wise, that 
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he demolished his armour firsts and then his 
flesh and bones ; till the other having no other 
hope of life^ thought it best to crave aid at her 
handsj whom he sought to have abused. I 
beseech you, Lady, said he, let your virtue 
be greater than my misdeeds, and intreat this 
knight to save my life, for as it is for your 
cause, perad venture for the love pf you also 
he may spare me. Hs of the Damsels held 
his hand, to see what she would command ; 
for having eyed her, he saw that she was one 
whose will deserved to be obeyed. She had 
not yet recovered sufficiently from her fear 
to be able to speak ; but at length pity for 
the^tate in whichi^jihe saw him prevailing 
over her anger for the wrong which he woald 
have done her, she said, I beseech you, 
Sir, since the works of this wicked man have 
already in part received their due punish- 
ment, that you give him his life, to use it 
better in future, or to end it according to his 
misdeeds. Who do you think. Lady, he re- 
plied, could see you, and refuse to do what- 
ever you should enjoin ? This knight deserves 
severe chastisement ; but all rules are to be 
broken through for you. Then he ordered 
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liim and his companion to go as well as ther 
could to the coart of king Recindos, and in 
his name present themselves before the queen's 
ladies^ and relate what they bad done^ and 
swear never to wear armoor again^^ without it 
were their pleasures to suffer them ;andifthej 
obtained that permission, never to employ 
arms in disservice of any one. All this they 
promised, being in such fear that they would 
gladly have accepted any terms of life, though 
they had been far more rigorous. Their es* 
quires made fit litter, whereon they laid the 
lost knight, who being the worse wounded 
of the two, could not go on horseback ; the 
other mounted, and so as well as they could 
they set off on their journey. 

He of the Damsels then walked down the 
river to see if he could discover a ford, where 
his horse might be brought- him; and he 
took the damsel in his hand, who was still 
so little recovered from the fear she had been 
in, as not to remember that her squire wa$ 
tied to the foot of a tree, with a gag in hi$ 
mouth ; but now calling him to mind, they 
turned back to release him. Hard by them 



408 

the two palfreys were fastened to the boughs ; 
the knight bade him mount one^ and ride 
along the river side till he found some place 
where he could pass and bring him his horse. 

In the mean while that the squire went about 
that he was commanded^ he unarmed him- 
self^ to dry his garments which were full of 
water; and then he questioned with the dam- 
sel^ how she happened into that place^ aud 
upon what occasion the knights so sought to 
force her. 

Sir, she replied, I was born in this country, 
and am somewhat of kin to the lady Mira- 
guarda, of whom it may be you have 
heard. The name of that lady, replied he 
of the Damsels, is renowned so far and wide, 
that I know not where it can be unknown. 
So it is then, said the damsel, that it beiag 
some time since I had^een her, I was now 
going thither with leave obtained of my mo- 
ther, when I chanced to meet with these 
two knights, who demanded of me to what 
place my journey lay : I then mis-doubting 
Qo harm, declared imto ihem the whole 
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state of my journey ; whereupon one of these 
knights said to his companion, I think it 
good^ in revenge of the shame we have re- 
ceived at the castle of Almourol, that we 
should ease our anger on this damsel, since she 
is a handsome one, and belongs to the house. 
The other knight being equal with his fel- 
low in this ungracious intent, did presently 
agree. So they cast lots which of them 
should abuse me first, and it fortuned to 
fall on him whom you saw pulling me so 
cruelly by the hair of the head. And be- 
cause my squire cried aloud, they dealt 
with him as you have seen. But it pleased 
God, that to prevent their purpose you came 
and succoured me in good time. 

Certes, lady, answered the knight, I rejoice 
that it was my chance to be your rescue ; 
yet had it been better for me not to have 
come hither at all, such a wound have I re* 
ceived by your singular beauty. It is not 
much. that they should have sought to force 
you, since your eyes have forced me. I 
beseech you therefore bestow that on me 
VOL. lii. £ fr 
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by gentleness, which they would have taken 
from you perforce. 

The damsel noting his words^ regarding his 
sweet countenance, remembering his noble 
behaviour and knightly courtesy, made him 
answer, but I know not how : if it were in- 
cident to his purpose, he is best able to an- 
swer it ; if not, then there was no harm done* 
A new accident willeth me to let them alone, 
and hearken to the damsel's squire, who now 
came hastening back, saying, Methinks, Sir, 
there are more robbers than could have been 
supposed in this valley! Help your company, 
for a knight in black arms is caiTying away 
one of }^our damsels, who seems to be the 
chief of them ; and because she will not 
willingly consent, his squire is got up behind 
her to ride off with her by force. So greatly 
was he enraged at hearing that they were 
forcing away Arlanza, that without waiting 
to arm himself completely, he threw himself 
a second time into the river, telling tbo 
damsel to cross with her squire, and join di« 
others, for he would be with thenx pr€seii%. 
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As soon as he had passed^ he h^ard great 
lamentations among them^ and perceived 
Polifema come towards him, crying and 
tearing her hair, that he should make haste 
to succour her mistress ; but the knight that 
carried her away had found his horse grazing, 
and hamstrung him to prevent pursuit : — he 
was fain therefore to follow on foot ; and such 
was his fortune, that before they had got half 
a league, he came up with them ; for Arlanza 
being strong and of great stature, the squire 
could not manage her so well but that she 
6ftentime$ got off the palfrey, and before be 
could place her on again, some delay was 
occasioned; and moreover the beast went 
slowly, being tired and pnable well to bear 
them. both. He of the Damsels came up 
when she was on the ground, and he who 
carried her off was striving to put her again 
on horseback ; then he clapt on his helmet^ 
which hitherto he bad borne in his hand that 
it might not heat him, and without speaking 
a word^ made at him. The knight put him- 
self in a posture of. defence ; but Arlanza, 
who had a manly heart, and was now made 
stronger by her anger, got up, and caught 
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hold of lus right arm^ and being of the race 
of the giants, held it so firmly that he could 
mal^e no use of it, so that he of the Dam- 
sels, who did not dare to strike him for fear 
of hurting her, without any opposition took 
him in his arms. 

Now he was marvellously strong, and the me- 
lancholy which he resented making him still 
stronger, he griped him so hard that he fair- 
ly took away his senses^ and then threw him 
to the ground, meaning to cutoff bis head: 
but presently thinking it bettei* to send 
' him also to the ladies of the queen of Spain, 
before whom he was desirous of appearing 
well, he bade his own squire, who was with 
tears beseeching mercy, disarm htm; and 
when he came to himself he commanded 
him to declare ^his name. I am called Ro* 
camor, said the knight, a friend to thost 
two knights which you vanquished on the 
other side of the river ; and as I could not 
succour them, in revengement of their ia« 
jury I intended to carry away this lady. 

Weil then, quoth he^ accompUah tke chaigt 
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I shall commit to you, or you slinll lose your 
life and your wicked intentions at once. • He 
answered, T will do any think which you shall 
command, so that I may not die thus. 

I will then, said he of the Damsels, that you 
presently take your way to the king of Spain's 
court, and there present yourself to the ladicji 
attendant on the queen, reporting to them 
what hath passed between you and me ; 
and you shall never while you live bear arms 
again, without it shall please them to licence 
you. This is that you may follow the same 
law as your friends. Who shall I say has sent 
me r said the other. The knight of the Dam- 
sels, he replied, for so they call me ; and this 
journey you must take upon your squire's pal- 
frey, for I shall take your horse in the place 
of that which you have killed for me. So 
mounting it, and placing Arlanza on a pal- 
frey which was brought her, he returned to 
his company, talking to her as they went 
on with less anger than he had resented when 
he came up. Lady, said he, great must the 
cause be that should make me go from you 
;. again, and leave you to the courtesy of the 
knighls of this land. 
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When he was come to the rest of his com- 
pany^ he saw amongst them Silviana, which 
was the name of her whom the knights 
would have ravished, and they all came with 
great joy to meet him, and embraced Arlan- 
za, as if they were meeting her after a long 
absence. 

The night drew on apace, and there they 
concluded to pass that night, because they 
knew of, no other provision near at hand; 
every one took a modicum of their small re- 
fection, and afterward they laid them down to 
their rest : but Silviana ciould not suffer any 
sleep to enter her eyes, for the remembrance 
of what had past with her deliverer kept 
her waking : as foi; him, the thoughts which 
might else have spoilt his sleep were at an 
end^ and he slept soundly, according to hi^ 
condition. 
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